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THE LEICESTERSHIRE
ARCHITECTURAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL

SOCIETY.

May 27th, 1878. 

THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A. in the chair.

Kesolved that the Annual Excursion of the Society this year 
be made to Cambridge.

Mr. G. A. Lohr, Leicester, was elected a member of the 
Society.

The following articles were exhibited :—
By the REV. J. H. HILL : Silver and copper coins of James I., 

James II., William III., and George III., and others, some being 
very good specimens.

By CAPTAIN WHITBT : A Germain coin, being one of three 
found at Fotheringhay Castle, in 1820.

By REV. E. TOWEK : A small knife (4£ inches long including 
handle) found in the ruins of Croft Church, now in process of 
rebuilding. The use of this knife can hardly be connected with 
the church itself. The handle is remarkable, being of Pottery, 
perhaps made at the mediaeval pottery works of Potter's Marston.

By ME. J. HUNT : A dagger, about eighteen inches long, com 
posed entirely of Chinese copper coins (with the exception of a 
thin piece of metal on which the coins were fastened) with a 
hollow ball of coins suspended from the haft, in all some hundreds 
in number.

By ME. W. J. FEEEE: A copy of the Gaol Acts of 1774, 
presented by John Howard, the philanthropist. A branding iron 
with the letters " L.R." (Leicester rogues) for branding prisoners, 
and old orders relating to prisoners from the year 1778, one of 
which is as follows :—

At the Gaol delivery of the Castle of Leicester, on the 
17th day of March, in the 19th year of the reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the Third, King of Great Britain, 

(17»y) £c^ before the Honourable Sir James Eyre, Knight, one of 
the Barons of our said Lord the King of his Court of 
Exchequer, and others his fellows Justices, &c. 
* VOL V.
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TO BE HANGED.

George Hibbard. For a robbery on the King's high 
way. 

Reprieved. Thos. Reader. For stealing goods and monies above
the value of 40s. in a dwelling house.

Mary Mould, aged 20 years. Convicted of grand larceny. Is 
branded in the left hand, and committed to the House of Cor 
rection there to be kept to hard labour for the space of one year 
next ensuing and then to be discharged.

(Signed) FKANS. WATERS,
Deputy Clerk of Assize. 

Another—
1801. 41st year of George HE. 27th July. (Assizes.)

TO BE HANGED.

Reprieved. Edward Dodson. For feloniously killing a sheep.
Reprieved. William Oram. For the same.
Reprieved. Thomas Chapman. For housebreaking.
Reprieved. Thomas Handford. For housebreaking.
Reprieved. William Brown. For burglary.
George Chapman. Convicted of stealing lead fixed to a building,

and ordered to be transported beyond the seas for the term of
seven years. 

John Good win. Convicted of grand larceny is ordered to be
publickly whipped on the market day in the next week at
Leicester, the length of one hundred yards and discharged. 

Thomas Ashby. Convicted of a fraud and misdemeanor, is ordered
to be imprisoned in gaol one year.

DELIVERED BY PROCLAMATION.
James Booth. 
Elizabeth Windridge. 
Ann Sowter.

(Signed) JNO. FREDK. HOLDITCH,
Deputy Clerk of Assize.

The REV. J. B. DICKSON, LL.D., read an interesting and 
eloquent Paper on

FOTHERINGHAY CASTLE,

which was printed in the Volume of the Associated Societies for 
the year 1878.

THE ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING

for 1878 was held, as arranged, at Cambridge, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, July the 16th and 17th. The arrangements at
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Cambridge were kindly undertaken and admirably carried out by 
the Rev. S. S. Lewis, F.S.A., the Honorary Secretary of the 
Cambridge Antiquarian Society.

Tuesday, July 16th.

The members and friends of the Society assembled at the 
University Arms Hotel, and first visited the various collections of 
pictures, statuary, engravings, mediaeval illuminations, Greek 
coins, and local Romano-British antiquities in the Fitzwilliam 
Museum, throughout which they were conducted by the director, 
Professor Colvin.

After luncheon they were escorted by the Rev. the Master, 
through the chapel, hall, library, &c. of Peterhouse, where the 
stained glass of the fifteenth century east window commanded 
general attention, as did likewise the painted windows recently 
added from the designs of Professor Ainmiiller, of Munich. At 
the adjacent church of S. Mary the Less, the Vicar, Dr. Guillemard, 
was in readiness, and pointed out the gallery connecting church 
and college, and other interesting architectural features. The 
next point made was Queens', the College of Erasmus, where 
Mr. Clark and the Rev. A. Wright guided through the gardens, 
chapel hall, and library of their Old House, which bears a striking 
resemblance to Haddon Hall, both in its ground-plan and in its 
internal arrangement. In the library, amongst other treasures, 
there was shown a noble folio manuscript of S. Augustine, and a 
very interesting transitional Prayer Book issued in the reign 
of Henry VIII. Thence passing through the quadrangle of 
S. Catharine's College, the visitors entered the library of Corpus 
Christi College, and inspected amongst the manuscripts the copy 
of the Gospels which S. Austin of Canterbury is said to have 
used, the original draft of xlii Articles (1562), Bishop Clifford's 
Pontifical and the original Saxon Chronicle. Hence they passed 
through the ninth century tower and restored church of S. Benedict, 
and attended the choral evening service in the chapel of Henry 
the Sixth's " Royal and Religious " foundation (King's College), 
and afterwards inspected the curious passage between the ceiling 
and the roof.

Wednesday, July 17th.

The proceedings on this the second day of the meeting began 
with a visit to Gonville and Cains College, where Mr. Bensly, 
Fellow and Librarian, commented upon the portraits and other 
treasures of the hall, combination room, and library. Similar 
attention was received from Mr. Atkinson at Trinity Hall, where
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the original method of securing books to the library desks was 
shown and explained. After a few minutes under Dr. Luard's 
guidance in Great S. Mary's Church, Mr. Bradshaw (University 
Librarian) exhibited and commented upon some of the most notable 
manuscripts and early printed books in the University Library; 
and after a short visit to the Senate House, the party proceeded 
to Trinity College, where they were received by Mr. Cobb, Senior 
Fellow, and the Rev. R. Sinker, Librarian of the College. Full 
justice was done to the noble series of portraits which adorn the 
chapel, and to the wondrous tones of the organ. The hall, 
butteries, and kitchen were duly noted, and attention paid to the 
literary, artistic, and numismatic treasures of the library, and 
particularly to the gorgeous Canterbury Psalter, and to a remarkable 
series of Greek coins reproduced in electrotype. The Rev. Professor 
Mayor and Professor C. C. Babingtou gave a lucid history of the 
architecture of S. John's College in its various stages, and especially 
of the new chapel by Sir Gilbert Scott, and of its predecessor. 
Early college plate, interesting manuscripts, and service books 
were also shown.

After luncheon, Mr. Pattrick (Fellow of Magdalene College) 
exhibited and explained the most notable books and engravings in 
the Pepysian Library; whence, after viewing some traces of old 
Camboritum and the later fortifications of Castle Hill, the visitors 
inspected the very early Norman Church of S. Peter, and its 
modern neighbour, that of S. Giles, and concluded their afternoon 
with the School of Pythagoras (where Mrs. Taylor most hospitably 
entertained them with tea and coffee), and a glance at Milton's 
mulberry tree in the noble gardens of Christ's College.

It will be seen from this brief sketch of the proceedings how 
well the arrangements were made, and how much of the interest 
attaching to the buildings of Cambridge and their valuable contents 
was brought within reach of the members in the short space of 
time at their disposal. The intricacies of Cambridge streets were 
happily unravelled by an excellent map which was most kindly 
provided for them by Mr. W. P. Spalding, bookseller.

July 29th, 1878. 

THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.

The Rev. S. S. Lewis, F.S.A. of Cambridge was elected an 
honorary member, as an acknowledgment of the great trouble 
taken by him during the late meeting of this Society at Cambridge.

Votes of thanks were passed to Professor Babington and those 
Heads of Colleges who so kindly assisted at the meeting.
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The CHAIRMAN exhibited a brass token or medal inscribed 
VIGI . QVI. NISI . DOMI . CVSTO . CIVI . & . CALCVLI . 

jEDILVI NANNETENSIVM 1642
and observed that the JEdile was an officer at Nantes who took 
charge of the weights and measures.

September BOtk, 1878. 
The EEV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.

Sir B. Cunard, Bart., was elected a President of the Society, 
and Messrs. John Day, Wm. Gleadow, and Wm. Hobbes, were 
elected members.

The following antiquities were exhibited:
By MB. J. E. WEATHERHEAD, late curator of the Leicester 

Museum: Six Fibulae, of various patterns, one of which bears 
evident traces of being enamelled, Eagle's Head, a Stylus, three 
Pins, Coin of Vespasian, Head of a Cow, &c., which last article 
Mr. Weatherhead believes to be part of the handle of a bucket, 
found at the depth of nine feet with bones and broken pottery and 
other relics in excavating for foundations for buildings in the 
Royal Arcade, High Street, Leicester, a few months since. With 
the bronzes were found fragments of Samian ware, a large earthen 
cinerary urn (with calcined bones inside) about two feet high; 
fragmentary portions of glass cinerary urns, Boars' tusks, and 
some curious articles made of bone: it is difficult to say what 
these last mentioned objects originally were: similar ones have 
been found with other Roman remains in London. They seem 
adapted for implements of some kind in artizans' work, but for 
what particular purpose these found in Leicester were applied, it 
is now difficult to determine.

By ME. T. NEVINSON : Seven photographs of very elaborate and 
elegant designs in plaster work on the outside of an old house of 
the time of Elizabeth at Wivenhoe, near Colchester. An im 
pression of the Trinity Hospital Seal now in use given by Sir 
William Heyricke, in 1615, to the Hospital.

By the CHAIRMAN : 'Two books, by Sir John Harrington, 
being a collection of prose and verse, very rare. Printed by 
William Frederick, at Bath, vol. 1 in 1769, and vol. 2 in 1775. 
Also, a silver penny of Edward I. and a sixpence of Queen Eliza 
beth, both recently found at Cranoe; and some photographs of a 
frescoe at Medbourne, upon which an able and interesting paper 
was afterwards read.

By MB. JOHN HUNT : An Induction (in Latin) of Isaac Mould, 
by the Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, to the living of Appleby,
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County of Leicester, dated 28rd September, 1677; also, a silver 
penny of George III.

By MB. H. S. JONES : A most handsomely hound illustrated 
Prayer Book, dated 1676; binding original.

THE REV. J. H. HILL then read the following Paper upon 
Medbourne and its Antiquities.

MEDBOURN.

THE village of Medbourn is pleasantly situated about six miles 
north-east of Market Harborough, and is bounded on its southern 
side by the river Welland, into which a tributary stream (passing 
close by the parish church) empties its waters. The derivation of 
its name arises from the word mead or meadow on the burn or 
brook; it was anciently written Meteburn or Medburne. The 
town was situated on the Via Devana which extended from Cama- 
lodunum (Colchester) to Deva Colonia (Chester). Mr. Burton 
states that Medbourn had doubtless been a Roman station, as a 
great many coins had been found there. The Via Devana entered 
Cambridgeshire, in the neighbourhood of Fenny Stanton, pro 
ceeded to Godmanchester, on to Alconbury, thence to Buckworth 
and Old Weston, and entered into Northamptonshire in the 
vicinity of Clapton. The road enters Leicestershire near Bring- 
hurst, from whence it proceeds to Medbourn—an undoubted station 
upon it. This ancient Roman road passes on through Slawston, 
takes a left turn in that parish, and goes below the hill into the 
parish of Cranoe, by a field called Port Hill, and so on to another 
field in the parish of Cranoe called Salterswey, crossing the Cranoe 
and Welham road by Church Field Leys, on to Burrow Hill in the 
parish of Glooston. Hence it passes on in almost a straight line 
to Leicester, between the villages of Great and Little Stretton. 
It joined the Foss Way near the southern side of the town of 
Leicester, and from thence it took a north-west direction, and 
most probably passed by Ratby, where there is a large entrench 
ment in the form of a parallelogram, and so on to Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch and Burton to Deva Colonia. William, Bishop of Cork 
and Ross, thought that Medburn might originally be called 
Medium, a name not uncommon with Itineraries. In the north 
west of the village of Medburn are the remains of entrenchments, 
with foundations, &c., covering a plot of ground of about half-a- 
mile square. Tradition says that in this field once stood a city 
called Medenborough, or Medenburough, which was destroyed by 
fire. In earlier times the undisturbed part of the Roman road 
was lofty and visible for four or five hundred yards, and in the 
field where it passed through were three barrows or tumuli. Two 
of these have been removed, and the mill stands upon the third. 
Numerous coins, pieces of pottery, bones, and a small mill-stone
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have been discovered there. The silver coins were of the reigns 
of Vespasian, Domitian, Antoninus, Honorius, aud Arcadius. 
Burton says there is a tradition among the inhabitants that there 
was once a monastery here, founded by one of the Mercian kings, 
which I have seen also confirmed by a vellum MS., in which there 
was said to*be a sanctuary by the Saxons, called the Seat of Peace: 
in this MS. it states that Medbourn was burnt by the Danes in 
1010. Wyrley also quotes this " Medebourne, ubi quondam fuit 
monasterium." Not far from the church (about fifty yards to the 
west of it), a tessellated pavement was discovered in 1721, but it 
was filled up again at that time. It was reopened in 1793, 
and again covered up, but in 1876 it was not only reopened, but 
removed from its position to be placed in some London museum. 
Mr. Dibbin, of Hallaton, has made a very accurate drawing of this 
really beautiful Koman remain, a photograph of which was ex 
hibited at our meeting last January, in the great room of the Town 
Museum at Leicester. This pavement has been fully described by 
him at one of the former meetings of our Society. The church at 
Medbourn, dedicated to S. Giles, is situated on a mound which 
was originally surrounded by a moat. Its character is that of an 
English cross church, with a double aisle on the south side, and a 
transept. Part of the north side is walled off, and until lately 
had been used as a school. On the south side there appears to have 
been two chantries, belonging to different families or manors, as 
there are sedilia and two piscinae. In the chancel are two piscinas, 
so that the chancel must have been lengthened at some time. 
This chancel, which is much longer than the nave of the church, 
has been admirably restored by Mr. Edwin Dolby, architect, and 
it is to be hoped that as the rector has so very well carried out his 
part of this venerable structure, the remaining portion will be com 
pleted in the same excellent manner. Medbourn church, being of 
special archaeological interest, is well worth restoring, and when 
properly finished, will rank amongst the most remarkable ecclesi 
astical edifices in the county. Some short distance north of this 
venerable building there is an old Manor House, well deserving 
the inspection of the antiquary. It was formerly the property of 
one of the Chaworth family, who erected certainly one of the 
chantries in the church. This ancient house was visited by our 
Society some twenty years back, and a paper was written by the 
late lamented Mr. Gresley, our indefatigable secretary at that time, 
and etchings were made of it by Mr. Bellairs and myself. The 
date of the building is of the latter part of thirteenth century. 
The house is in the shape of the letter T, the upper part of the 
letter being the original mansion, to which the lower part had been 
subsequently added. The present entrance passage to the house 
runs across these two parts, and in it, in the wall of the upper 
part of the T, are three pointed arches, the dripstones of which
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have been chipped off since our visit, to allow of the wall being 
papered. This appears to have been the entrance to the lower 
apartments of the house, and I am glad to say the present owner, 
Sir Bache Gunard, Bart., has had these doorways opened and 
restored. Further, or near the end, this passage was lighted by a 
small, narrow, square-headed window, widely splayed internally, 
and very remarkable for its having a wooden shutter instead of 
being glazed; the hinges of the shutter were at the top of the 
window, so that it opened upwards, and was held in its place by a 
button fastened to the roof of the passage. This might have been 
the chapel window, perhaps the whole south part of the house was 
originally a large hall. Projecting from the south side of the 
house is a massive chimney of several stages, which contained the 
fireplace of the lower room on the ground floor, and of the large 
upper room, which was the part usually used by the master of the 
house and family. The high pitched roof of this room has been 
cut off by a floor and formed into attics. The two arched timbers 
of the roof of the hall still remain, and they have on one edge of 
them nail head ornaments, that is, the nail heads are formed 
simply by bits of the beam being left on, instead of the whole 
being chamfered off. At the east end of this part of the building 
there remained one of the original windows—it consisted of two 
pointed lights, separated by a mullion with a moulded capital. 
The remaining windows of this ancient house appear to have been 
inserted in the seventeenth century.

I have now to call to your notice a photograph taken from a 
drawing of some frescoes found only a few days back in this old 
manor house, which is undergoing restoration by its present pro 
prietor, Sir Bache Cunard, Bart., who kindly sent for me to 
examine them as soon as they were discovered. The frescoes 
appear to have been done about the reign of King James the First, 
and the subjects were painted in panels, surrounded by borders. 
The most perfect one was that of an esquire of the period in his 
feathered cap, doublet and trunk-hose; another, not so complete, 
a lady with her arms extended, with a morion and feathers on her 
head. The frieze which went round the room was really very 
beautiful, the details of which were drawn from classic sources, 
Sirens holding medallions with the letters M.P. and T.P. in the 
centre of them. There is no doubt that this relic of the olden 
time was the manor house of Thomas de Chaworth, who was one 
of the Lords of the Manor of Medbourn in the 19th year of 
Edward I. (1290), for we find at that time John de Kirkeby, heir 
of Amicia de Gorham, lord of Holt, had land and a capital messuage 
of Thomas de Cadurcis, or Chaworth ; now this capital messuage 
did not mean an excellent house, but the mansion of the lord of 
the manor. I must again revert to the chantry of Medbourn 
church, in the south transept of which church there still remains
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the effigy of a knight with his armorial bearings now much muti 
lated. Burton, in his admirable history of the county in the 
seventeenth century, says, " in a window (is) the picture of an 
armed man kneeling, on whose surcoat, Azure, two chevrons Or; 
and under the said window, an ancient monument, on whose shield 
is the same arms." Nichols, in his volume of the county, part 2 
of vol. II., has a drawing of the knight kneeling upon a cushion, 
with his sword by his side and spurs on, his hands clasped together 
uplifted in the act of prayer. This glass has been unfortunately 
taken away from the church, which is much to be regretted. Over 
the door of one of the rooms of this house was this inscription :—

The house shall be preserved,
And never shall decay, 

When the Almighty Lord is served,
And worshipped day by day.

And over the fireplace of the same room :—
by the fire, 

Thyself to warme,
See that thy tongue, 

Doth thy neighbour no harme.

The Chaworth family settled in Nottinghamshire at a very early 
period; the house at Wiveton in that county was castellated and 
garrisoned during the civil wars. The first time their name is 
mentioned at Medbourn is in the year 1256, when Thomas 
Chaworth had a grant of free warren. Ten years later King 
Henry the Third granted to John de Kirkeby and Thomas de 
Chaworth the privilege of a market and fair to be held in their 
manor of Medbourn. In 1278, Amicia de Gorham held land of 
Sir Thomas de Chaworth. In 1302, William de Kirkeby died 
seized of a certain manor held of Thomas de Chaworth, who held 
it under the Lords of Belvoir. In 1370 we find that Thomas 
Chaworth held the manor as of the castle of Belvoir. Again, in 
1458, we find a Thomas Chaworth holding the manor, and Henry 
le Scrope, of Bolton, quarter of the manor, and the advowson, and 
William Chaworth possessed it in 1467. The last time we hear of 
the Chaworths being possessed of this manor was iii 1483 when 
Thomas Chaworth died seized of the same. The Belvoir manor 
was restored to Thomas Neville in the year 1565. Camden in his 
Britannia says that in the 20th year of William the Conqueror, 
Edward, of Salisbury, had a son called Walter, who founded a 
small monastery at Bradenstoke, and he had a son Patrick, who 
was the first Earl of Salisbury, by Sibilla de Cadurcis, or Chaworth. 
This Patrick was slain A.D. 1169 by Guy de Lusingnan. (Camden's 
Britannia, p. 117.) It also appears Margaret, the sister of William 
de Briewer, came into the possession of the castle of Bridgewater, 
by whose daughter which she bore to William de la Fert, it came
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to the family of Chaworths, and from thence by inheritance to the 
Dukes of Lancaster. Camden, in recounting the history of 
Alfreton, in Derbyshire, says that Robert, the son of Ranulph, was 
lord of that place, but in default of heirs (male) the estate passed 
with his two daughters to the family of the Cadurci or Chaworth, 
and to the Lathams, in the county of Lancaster. Camden in his 
history of Buckinghamshire (p. 331) states that William, of Ailes- 
bury, held the manor royal of Ailesbury of the king on condition 
that the holders of it should find litter (i.e., straw) for the king's 
bed (I hope the nice part of the world will observe this) whenever 
he should come thither. When the king came in winter, he was 
to straw his chamber, and to provide him three eels, but if in 
summer, besides straw for the bed, he was to provide sweet herbs 
for the king's chamber, and two green geese, all which he was to 
do thrice every year, if the king came so often thither. These de- 
Ailesburys were noted in the reign of Edward the First, and one 
of them married an heiress of the Cahaignes, of Middleton Cheney, 
and by her came to a plentiful estate, which afterwards fell by 
marriage to the Chaworths or de Cadurcis, and Stafford. I will 
not trespass upon your time by carrying out the whole history of 
this famous family, formerly lords of the manor of Medbourne. 
The male issue is now extinct, but it is most worthily represented 
by John Chaworth Musters, of Annesly Hall, Nottinghamshire, 
formerly the master of the Quorn hounds, Leicestershire, and 
grandson of Mary Chaworth, spoken of by Lord Byron, as

" Herself the solitary scion left 
Of a tame-honoured race."

NOTES ON PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL.

The REV. MACKENZIE E. C. WALCOTT, F.S.A., contributed 
some learned notes on Peterborough Cathedral, with special 
reference to certain omissions and errors in Gunton's History of 
that edifice. The Prebendary pointed out the sources from which 
a new editor of that valuable, and now rare, work would glean 
much and varied information hitherto unpublished, and briefly 
showed a few prominent points on which an editor's care might be 
spent with advantage to archaeologists. Notes were added upon 
feasts in cappis and in alhis—upon the Domus Hospitum—upon 
the altars—upon the Chapels—upon the correspondence of Peter 
borough with other eastern Benedictine Minsters, and upon the 
documentary history of the claustral buildings. To these notes, 
which were printed in the volume of the Associated Societies for 
the year 1878, the learned contributor annexed a list of the Abbots 
of Leicester, 23 in number, from Ricardus, the first Abbot in 1144, 
to the last, Johannes Bourchier, A.D. 1534.
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November 25th, 1878. 

THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.

Captain Whitby was elected an honorary member of the Society.
The following antiquities were exhibited:—
By ME. THOMAS NEVINSON : an ornamented key, said to have 

belonged to Leicester Castle, and supposed to have been made 
when the Castle was partially fitted up in the time of Charles II. 
It has a crown on the top.

By the CHAIRMAN : a half-crown of Charles I.
By ME. T. MORLEY : a Saxon (?) head of lead, found at Sysonby 

near Melton Mowbray.
MB. A. H. PAGET read a valuable Paper on

WILLIAM WYGGESTON AND HIS HOSPITAL,

Illustrated by numerous well executed water-colour drawings and 
sketches.

This Paper was printed in the Volume of the Associated 
Societies for the year 1878.

MK. NOETH, F.S.A., contributed the following

NOTES ON THE ARMS OF WIGSTON.

I RECEIVED, some months ago, a note from an antiquarian friend 
in Leicester, saying that upon all the new buildings lately erected 
in that town by the Trustees of Wigston's Charity, the sculptured 
arms of the Founder are incorrectly given—the shield being, in 
his opinion, wrongly given as ermine instead of charged with 
guttees. This question may well be raised by any one taking the 
ancient sculptured arms of the old Hospital lately taken down, 
and the engravings of them given by our county historian, as 
guides. The arms, as sculptured over the door of the chapel of 
the old hospital, are read by my correspondent as Per chev. ar. 
and sa. guttee counter changed chev. per chev. sa. & ar. on the first 
three estoiles, or. Over the door of the Chantry House in the 
Newarke the arms are now clearly ermine, but they were, he 
informs me, " touched up" by a local builder some years ago, 
and their distinctive character in this respect very possibly altered. 

Turning to Nichols' History (volume i. p. 495, and also plate 
xxxiv.), we find four references to the founder's arms, and four 
engravings of them, viz., those on a tablet supported by two 
angels, over the entrance door of the old hospital, lately demolished 
(fig. 3); those on the common seal of the hospital (fig. 4); those 
on a smaller seal than used occasionally for leases (fig. 5); and
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those then formerly existing in painted glass in the south window 
of the chapel. In the case of the first of these—the others are 
only referred to in the text as " the founder's arms"—Mr. Nichols 
describes it as " Ermine on a chevron sable, three estoiles Or." 
It is singular that whilst this description of the charge on the 
field of the coat coincides with the engravings of figs. 4, 5, and 6, 
where ermine is shown, it is incorrect in the case of the engraving 
of the arms over the entrance to the hospital, where the engraving 
apparently shows gutties. There being evidently an ambiguity 
here, it seems desirable to take advantage of the opportunity given 
by the reading, by Mr. Paget, of the Paper you have just heard, 
to endeavour to set the question raised by my correspondent at 
rest. The connection between the Wyggestons of Leicester and 
those of Warwickshire is a fact well-known (see Nichols i., 504), 
so that the following arms " confirmed by Lennard and Vincent 
to Roger Wigston of Wolstan, Co. Warwick, grandson of Roger 
Wigston, of the same place, who was fifth in descent from John 
Wigston, of Leicester, merchant,"* will help to elucidate the 
matter in hand :—"Erm. a chev. per chev. sab. and arg. on the 
first three mullets Or. Crest, a wolfs head erased per pale az. 
and Or guttee counterchanged;" note here three mullets not estoiles 
and with this agree the arms of Wigston as given in the Visitation 
of Warwickshire (1619), published by the Harleian Society. The 
same arms (with estoiles in the place of mullets) are assigned to 
Sir William "Wigstoun," of Wolston, in Harl. MSS., 6060. 
The epitaph of that gentleman, who died 27th September, 1577, 
is given by Dugdale in his Antiquities of Warwickshire, who 
also gives a shield_of jarms^ from the east window of Wolston 
Church, of Wigston^ impaling Langley, and anoffier^jjuarterSg 
Eangley, in which" ermine is distinctly given. It will thus be 
se'en'that, so far as the Warwickshire family of Wigston is con 
cerned, the descriptions of arms show conclusively that ermine 
is the correct field as used by them. With reference, more 
distinctly, to the Leicester family there is a Deed preserved 
amongst a very valuable collection of Charters and Evidences in 
the Muniment Room of the Corporation of Coventry, which will 
be useful for the purposes of our inquiry. It is thus described 
in a Selected List, drawn up, and some years ago privately printed 
by Mr. John Fetherston, F.S.A., a gentleman well-known as a 
good herald, and a careful genealogist:—" 15. Grant of lands in 
Coventry, Keresley, Foleshill, Bubbenhall and Weston, from 
William Wigston, of Leicester, merchant of the Staple of Calais, 
and Richard Walker, of Coventry, mercer, to Henry Over, of the 
same, mercer, and others. Dated 1st June, 27th Henry VIII. 
Two seals of red wax: 1st device, ermine, on a chevron per

• Kittermaster's Warwickshire Amu and Lineages.
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chevron, three etoiles. On either side of the shield the initials, 
W. W., autograph:—'p'me William Wygston';" second, a 
merchant's mark, "p'me Rychard "Walker." This Deed being 
dated in 1585 was not probably executed by the founder of the 
hospital, but possibly by his nephew William, the son of JRoger 
Wigston, member in Parliament for Leicester in 1523, which 
"William is described in the ..pedigree given by Nichols, as of 
WohPEoiT, Co. Warwick") sheriff 1551; died 19th September, 1576. 
He" may Have retired from his Leicester business to Wolston after 
the execution of the Deed just referred to. In order to test the 
accuracy of Mr. Fetherston's description, I desired our corres 
ponding member for Coventry, Mr. W. J. Fretton, F.S.A., to be 
good enough to search out the Deed in the muniment room in 
that city, and carefully to note the point in question. He has 
kindly done so, and in a letter I received from him on Friday last 
he (after giving me the above extracts relating to the Warwickshire 
family) says:—" The seal is of red wax, about an inch in diameter; 
there is no counter-seal. The impression is not so clear as could 
be desired, and with the exception of one in the sinister chief 
portion of the shield, the traces are very indistinct; that one is 
very clearly ermine, and the others tend more to this form than 
to guttte."

There seems little doubt that such of the family of Wigston, 
whether in Leicestershire or Warwickshire, whose arms are 
ascertainable, used ermine and not guttees on their shield. This 
does not, however, entirely clear up the question as to what are 
the correct arms of the Hospital of William Wigston in Leicester. 
Let us see whether the seals in use at the Hospital will help us. 
The Visitation of Leicestershire, in 1619, lately published by the 
Harleian Society, does not assist us, for there is nothing said 
therein relating to the matter. This tends to prove that no 
special grant was made to the Founder for his Hospital. In that 
for 1683, now preserved in the College of Arms, we find two 
sketches, over which is written in pencil " Wigston's Seals." 
One of these is ermine a chevron party per chevron arg., and 
[colour not marked] the upper portion charged with three etoiles 

of six points. Crest:—a wolf's head erased. The other sketch, 
of a larger size, shows the same arms, but no crest, surrounded 
with the words:—DATE ELEMOSYNAM ET ECCE OMNIA 
MUNDA SUNT VOBIS, this again surrounded with SIGILLUM 
HOSPITALIS GULIELMI WIGSTON. These seals are there 
fore synonymous with those engraved by Nichols (figs. 4 and 5 
mentioned previously), and which are thus shown to have been 
used for more than a hundred years before Nichols wrote his 
History. I therefore show that such members of the family of 
Wigston whose arms are known to us used ermine on the field of 
their shield, and some of them charged the chevron thereon with
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mullets, some with etoiles, and that the seals used by the Hospital 
for the last two hundred years agree substantially therewith. 
The difficulty however still remained with regard to the sculptured 
arms lately over the door of the ancient Hospital, which certainly 
appeared to bear guttees on the shield and not ermine. To get 
the best available opinion as to the correct reading of the shield 
I sent an exact drawing, kindly made for me by Major Bellairs, to 
a correspondent in the College of Arms, who in returning it to 
me writes: "I have shown your picture to one of our best heralds, 
and he pronounced it to be ermine spots, and not guttees. As in 
the two coats in the last Visitation of Leicestershire they are 
DECIDEDLY ermine spots, I have no hesitation in blazoning the 
enclosed as follows:—

" Per chevron ermine and ermines a chevron per chevron 
sa. and arg,, the upper part thereof charged with three 
estoiles or."

So there I leave the matter.

January, 1879.

ANNUAL MEETING. 

THE EIGHT HONOUKABLE THE EABL OF GAINSBOROUGH in the chair.

After the transaction of business in Committee, Captain G. F. 
Richardson, of Leicester, was elected a member of the Society.

THE ANNUAL EEPOKT 

for the past year was read as follows:

THE Committee of the Leicestershire Architectural and Archaeological Society, 
on presenting the Twenty-fourth Annual Report, will first refer to—

THE ANNUAL MEETING AND EXCURSION.
Having arranged for a Public Meeting in Leicester, in January last, at 

which Mr. Neale exhibited his fine drawings of St. Alban's Abbey, and read 
a valuable Paper thereon, your Committee did not think it desirable to have 
another Meeting in the summer for the reading of Papers. Instead of the 
usual programme, a visit to Cambridge was made on the 16th and 17th of July, 
where, under the genial and learned guidance of the Rev. S. S. Lewis, M.A., 
F.S.A., the Honorary Secretary of the Cambridge Antiquarian Society, many 
of the Members of this Society enjoyed not only an inspection of the principal 
Colleges and Halls, but of the fine Libraries of books and manuscripts, and 
the contents of the Fizwilliam Museum. The kindness experienced at 
Cambridge, and the readiness with which every place was thrown open, will 
long be remembered with grateful pleasure by all present.
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PAPERS READ.
The following Papers have been read before this Society during the past 

year :—By Mr. Neale, F.S.A., on St. Allan's Abbey, profusely illustrated; by 
Mr. North, F.S.A., on the Parish, Records of Saxelby; by the Rev. Dr. Dickson, 
on Fotheringhay Castle; by the Rev. J. H. Hill, F.S.A., on Medbourne; by 
the Rev. Prebendary Mackenzie E. C. Walcott, F.S.A., on Peterborough 
Cathedral; by Mr. A. H. Paget, on William of Wigaton and his Hospital, 
largely illustrated.

THE BI-MONTHLY MEETINGS.
The interest of the bi-monthly Meetings has been fairly kept up during 

the year, but the attendance has not been large. Mr. Weatherhead exhibited 
at the September Meeting some interesting Roman relics found in Leicester 
during excavations between the High Street and Silver Street. In addition 
to that discovery another may be noted in Hurley's lane, in February last. In 
sinking the foundation for a pier of brickwork the workmen went down through 
fourteen feet of gravel—which had apparently filled up a hollow—and at that 
depth they found three vessels, of a dark-coloured ware, similar to that which 
was made at Upchurch in Kent. The largest vessel found in Burley's Lane 
measured 8J inches in height, by 6* at its greatest diameter, and 4 inches at 
its mouth. It was roughly ornamented by reticulated markings round the 
neck. The second vessel was not so large. The third was 4 inches in height, 
and 5 inches in diameter at the mouth. It was thus bowl shaped. Unfor 
tunately it was damaged by a workman's pick. The urns contained earth only, 
but near to them a few animals' bones were found. The Papers just referred 
to as being read during the year much added to the interest of the bi-monthly 
Meetings.

THE PUBLICATIONS OP THE SOCIETY,
As usual, will shortly be placed in your hands. The fourth volume of our 
own Transactions is completed, and contains much matter of local interest 
and value.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE.
A Sub-Committee was appointed to make a Catalogue of the Society's 

Books, Papers, &c., and have partly completed its work. A Catalogue of the 
Books, Pamphlets, and Drawings is now laid before you, and a list of the 
unbound parts of the Society's Transactions and of the Reports and Papers of 
the Associated Societies will shortly be completed.

THE SOCIETY'S BADGE.
In common with Societies of a similar character with your own, your 

Committee have thought it desirable that a Badge should be adopted to place 
on the title page of Transactions and other Papers. After due consideration 
it has adopted a slightly modified copy of an ancient seal of the time of 
Edward III., which once belonged to the Corporation, of Leicester. The matrix 
of this seal has long been lost, and only one impression (in the possession of 
Mr. Llewellyn Jewitt) is now known to exist. The Badge, like the seal, is 
circular in shape, and the design consists of the Virgin and Child seated under 
a richly decorated niche or canopy, having at the base a shield of the town 
arms. These arms were adopted from those of the Norman Earls of Leicester, 
and so were borne by the founder of Leicester Abbey, and by the great bene-
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factor to the collegiate church of S. Mary, in the Newarke. There being no 
arms belonging to the county of Leicester as such, your Committee think the 
use of those now indicated upon the Badge the most appropriate, while the 
architectural design of the whole is not, it is hoped, out of character with the 
objects of. the Society.

PARISH RECORDS.

The great value of these, as not only illustrating local history, but as 
supplying, in very many parishes, the only source from which it can be derived 
during the past 300 years, is now so universally recognized, and the clergy and 
churchwardens are becoming so alive to the fact, that it may seem superfluous 
to insist upon it now. As a warning, however, your Committee may mention 
that Nichols in his account of the Parish of Shackerstone in this county, said 
(about the year 1800) that the Registers there began in the year 1630: but, 
in the population abstract return of 1831, no Register was found before 1779; 
recently, at a sale at Beverley, Yorkshire, was found among some miscellaneous 
papers, the parish Register of this parish, dating from 1558 to 1630, an earlier 
one even than came under the notice of Nichols. This valuable Leicestershire 
manuscript has been secured by the Bodilean Library, Oxford, where it is now 
preserved in Cough's Additions. Another Leicestershire Register—that of 
Somerby from 1601 to 1715—is in the British Museum (Add. MS. 24,802). 
Your Committee hope shortly to have the contents of these two Registers 
brought under the notice of this Society.

Your Committee has again to call your attention to some works of Church 
Restoration completed or begun during the past year.

ROTHLEY.

The parish church of Rothley, dedicated to S. John Baptist, had, for 
many years, been loudly demanding restoration. It is a fine church with a 
nave of four bays, north and south aisles and chancel. The latter shows 
evidence of the greatest antiquity, having been erected about the middle of the 
thirteenth century. The naves and aisles perhaps sixty or seventy years later; 
and the western embattled tower was probably raised about the year 1400. 
Long neglect had set its mark most emphatically upon nearly the whole of the 
edifice. The chancel was low, dark, and damp; the walls were so much 
shattered and out of the perpendicular that a collapse was threatened, and the 
roofs were too rotten to be safely trodden by the workmen. The furniture 
was very mean—the pulpit, reading pew, and clerk's desk, all of deal, rose 
one above the other in the approved fashion of seventy years ago—the pews 
were high and narrow—an ugly gallery at the west end blocked up the tower 
arch—indeed the whole aspect, internally, was most depressing and dis 
heartening. Outside, too, great difficulties faced the restorer; for the burials 
of many generations had so raised the surface of the ground that it not only 
stood some feet higher than the church floor, but in some parts almost peeped 
into the windows. It will thus be seen that the Rector and those laymen who 
rallied round him had no easy task to perform in restoring the edifice to some 
thing like its pristine beauty, and the churchyard to such a state that the 
building should not be injured by the damp, or the worshippers by the incon 
veniences arising from such a state of things. Mr. R. Reynolds Rowe, F.S.A., 
of Cambridge, was called upon to report as to what should be done. His sug 
gestions were, in the main, carried out, and the result is that Rothley Church 
is now an honour to the parish, and has proved itself well worth all the care 
and money expended upon its renovation. The principal works executed may 
be thus summarised :—The tower masonry has been thoroughly repaired, and 
the battlements renewed in Ketton stone; the bells have been rehung, and
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new floors, &c., provided in the tower: two of the piers, and the bases of all 
those between the nave and the north aisle being crushed, the clerestory wall 
was shored up, and the defective masonry was renewed in hard stone upon 
huge masses of concrete: the roofs of the nave and north aisle were entirely 
renewed, and recovered with lead : a new stone porch (much needed) was 
added on the north side: the chancel was entirely rebuilt on the old 
foundation, the ancient windows and buttresses being very properly incor 
porated into the new work : and on the north side of the chancel a vestry, 
and an organ chamber—both essentials—were built. Several ancient tombs 
have been preserved; proper seating has been provided both in the chancel 
and in the other parts of the church; the ancient Norman font has been 
placed upon a base of a suitable character; proper paving has been laid down; 
a suitable and handsome reredos has been erected behind the altar table; a new 
pulpit, &c., of good design replaces the previous erection, and proper means 
for lighting and warming the church are provided. It may be added, that 
during the carrying out of the works two fine hagioscopes were discovered, 
one at the end of each aisle, to give views of the altar through the jambs of 
the chancel arch. The works outside the church have been carried out in an 
equally satisfactory manner; the ground has been lowered, and every grave 
stone and tomb refixed in their original positions, the turf being laid to such 
gradients that all rain falling runs away from the churchyard; and, more 
effectually to protect the building, down-right pipes have been fixed to all the 
roofs, and drains laid to them to carry off all rain water.

MEDBOURN.

The interesting church of Medbourn is about being restored. It is, in 
its main features, an Early English Cross Church. The chancel has lately 
been rebuilt at the cost of the Rector, under the architectural care of Mr. 
Edwin Dolby, of Abingdon. The opportunity was then taken to thoroughly 
restore the eastern wall of the nave. A Paper was recently read before this 
Society upon the Manor House in this parish, where some rather fine mural 
decorations were discovered. The daughter church of this parish, at

HOLT,

Has likewise been under useful repair. Sir Bache Cunard has lately reroofed 
the chancel, and restored the walls; has reseated the whole church, and restored 
the handsome Jacobean pulpit.

BLASTON S. GILES.

The modern chapel in this parish, erected in the year 1714, has been taken 
down, and a new one, of the Early English period, has been built, at the sole 
cost of the Rev. G. C. Fenwicke, the Rector. The new chapel consists of nave 
and apse, the whole being about forty-five feet in length. The seating is very 
good, and the general effect of the church, which is excellent, is much enriched 
by all the windows being filled with stained glass by Messrs. Heaton, Butler, 
and Bayne. Much stained glass has been placed in other churches in this 
neighbourhood lately: e.g., at Market Harborough, Medbourn, Tur Langton, 
and Burton Overy, most of which was also supplied by Messrs. Heaton, Butler, 
and Bayne.

CLAYBROOKB.

After being in the mason's hands for eighteen months, the Parish Church 
of Claybrooke was reopened for divine service on the 19th of June last. Many 
improvements have been made, under the guidance of Mr. G. E. Street, R.A.; 

o VOL. V.
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amongst them may be specially mentioned the removal of galleries on the south 
and west sides of the church, and the opening of the tower arch—the latter 
producing the usual good effect. The old roof of the nave being in a very bad 
state, has been replaced by a new one covered with new lead. The fittings of 
the chancel have been carefully restored, and the ancient low side window 
re-opened. A considerable quantity of ancient stained glass scattered about 
the church has been collected and placed in two of the windows, extra canopies 
(a dangerous and questionable experiment) being added to the lights. A new 
pulpit of Caen stone replaces the old one; and chairs take the place of the 
previous high backed pews.

FKOLBSWORTH.

The church of this parish, dedicated to S. Nicholas, has long been in sad 
want of reparation; matters have gone on until further delay has become 
dangerous. An architect has been called in, whose report practically means 
the rebuilding of nearly the whole edifice, excepting the chancel, which he 
also reports as "sadly in need of restoration, internally and externally." Your 
Committee are pleased to notice that it is not the intention of the parishioners 
"to modernise this ancient fabric, but to restore it as nearly as possible in 
harmony with the different styles of architecture now embodied in it." This 
will require great care; the more dilapidated a building, the greater the 
temptation becomes to destroy, rather than to repair, and your Committee 
would venture to urge upon those responsible for the proposed works at 
Frolesworth, to be careful that the old features of their church are not unneces 
sarily wiped out. They acknowledge that while the whole "has some 
pretensions to architectural beauty of design," the chancel especially is 
"indeed a fine specimen of the late Perpendicular design," for in addition 
to five large and very handsome windows, it contains sedilia, piscina, almonry, 
priest's door, what is locally called a penance stone, and the remains of a low- 
side window. The stone called " the penance stone," is at the entrance to the 
chancel in the centre of the church, and is remarkable in its appearance, being 
large and evidently placed there for a purpose; a similar stone formerly stood 
in the church of Scalford in this county, and was known by the same name. 
Penitents, in mediaeval times, stood in shirt and breeches before the ambon on 
Maunday Thursday, at the time of Mass, to receive absolution, and this stone 
may have been used on such occasions. There is another feature in this village 
church which should be treated tenderly and reverentially—the recumbent 
effigy of Chief Baron Smith, the munificent founder of the Alms House in the 
parish, for the maintenance of twenty-four poor widows, members of the Church 
of England. The effigy is now within the altar rails of the church, and it is 
hoped that it will not only be carefully covered and protected during the pro 
posed works, but that it will not be removed from its present position; it is 
now comparatively safe from the fear of injury, but a removal would almost 
inevitably entail much risk in the transit, and a more exposed situation, say 
at the west end of the church, would expose it to much rough usage from 
boys and others, and a slow but certain course of decay, and final demolition 
would set in.

SILEBY.

A contract has been entered into (under the architectural guidance of 
Mr. Blomfield) for the restoration of the chancel and the side chapels of this 
church. As about £5,noo would be required for the restoration of the whole 
edifice, this first portion is commenced with the money promised, which is
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something under £2,400. It will be a matter for regret if the works are 
stopped when this contract is concluded, as the chnrch is a tine one, and well 
worthy of all the care and money that can be expended upon it.

HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS.

In their last annual report your Committee was enabled to announce the 
satisfactory results of the inspection of the Records belonging to the Corporation 
of Leicester by Mr. Jeaffreson, on behalf of the Royal Historical Commission. 
It has this year to refer to another debt of gratitude incurred by all students 
of history to the members of the same Commission. It will be remembered 
that upon the occasion of the General Meeting of this Society at Lutterworth, 
in the summer of the year 1861, the Earl of Denbigh, amongst other valuable 
curiosities, exhibited four folio volumes of manuscripts, whicli were described 
in the catalogue of the temporary museum as containing letters written by, or 
addressed to, the members of the Feilding family, during the time of William 
and Basil, the two first Earls of Denbigh (2 vols.); and letters and other 
papers chiefly addressed to, or written by, the Earl of Denbigh during the 
Civil Wars. A few years after that meeting at Lutterworth, Mr. R. B. Knowles, 
one of the Inspectors of Manuscripts, by Lord Denbigh's permission, visited 
Newnham Paddox, and prepared a full report of the contents of those four 
volumes, which appeared in the Appendix of the Fourth Report of the Royal 
Commission of Historical Manuscripts, issued in 1874. Speaking of Lord 
Denbigh's manuscipts in that report, the commissioners said : —" The Earl of 
Denbigh's manuscripts form one of the most important collections that have 
come under the notice of the commission. Some of them have been inspected 
by Mr. R. B. Knowles, and it will be seen that they constitute a valuable 
addition to the original documents of the reigns of James I. and Charles II. 
Mr. Knowles' report embraces two volumes of family letters, and two of letters 
during the Civil Wars, chiefly addressed to Basil, second Earl of Denbigh. 
Amongst the writers are the Duke of Buckingham, the Countess of Bucking 
ham, the first Countess of Denbigh, the Marquis of Hamilton, Sir Kenelm 
Digby, the Earl of Essex, Lords Wharton, Willoughby, and Fairfax, Sir 
William Walker, and several of the officers who served under Lord Denbigh 
in the Civil Wars, when he was commander-in-chief of the associated counties 
of Warwick, Worcester, Stafford, and Salop. The family letters are especially 
interesting, and the Earl of Denbigh has liberally permitted Mr. Knowles to 
make extracts from them, and from the other letters." As the report and 
Mr. Knowles' extracts have been published, it is not necessary to refer more 
particularly to them now. Since that time Mr. Knowles has been allowed to 
examine, and make extracts from the remainder of the literary treasures at 
Newnham Paddox with equally satisfactory results. The report will most 
probably appear in the next Blue Book issued by the Commission in the course 
of a few months. It will, we are told, contain extracts from a valuable 
collection of news-letters in French, of the time of William III., written by a 
correspondent in London to a merchant at the Hague, containing many details 
of matters unnoticed by Macaulay, and other historians, and some letters of 
Lord Bolingbroke's second wife, with interpolations by her husband, written 
during his exile.
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THE TREASURER'S STATEMENT FOR 187H. 

was next read as follows :—
RECEIPTS.

187S. £. s. d. 
Jan. I. Balance from old

Account .. 39 1 2 
Dec. 31. Subscriptions and 

Arrears received 
during the year 108 06

£147 1 8

PAYMENTS.
1878.

Williamson, share of An 
nual Volume

Grant for Publishing 
" Transactions "

M r. Neale's "A bbey Church 
of S. Alban" ..

Utting, Engraving Badge
Expenses attending Annual 

and Public Meetings
Royal Archaeological In 

stitute .
Mr. North's "Church Bells 

of Northamptonshire". .
Advertising
Cheques ..
Secretary's sundries for 

the year

£. s. d.

37 14 2

35 0 0

460
300

756

1 1 0

1 1 0
306
050

1 16 1 
Dec. 31. Balance in hand 52 12 5

£147 1 8

1879. Jan. 1. Balance in hand, £52 12s. 5d. [Against which there are 
some unpaid Bills.]

January 27th, 1879,
Examined and found correct,

(Signed) THOMAS HOLYLAND,
Auditor.

The Report of the Committee and the Statement of Accounts 
were adopted, passed, and ordered (with the Rules as amended) to 
be printed in the usual way.

All the members of the Committee and the officers of the 
Society were re-elected for the ensuing year.

The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited :—
By the EARL OF GAINSBOROUGH : Two keys belonging to Windsor 

Castle, temp. George IV.; two ornamented keys, temp. Charles II.; 
bronze key found at Campden, Gloucestershire ; twenty-eight silver 
counters, in a silver box, found in the pocket of the Earl of 
Lindsey, after the battle of Edgehill, where he was killed. His 
grand-daughter, Lady Elizabeth Bertie, was wife of Baptiste, third 
Viscount of Campden. Medal I., Mauret, Saxo. Gall. Maresch, 
Gen. D., Curl et Sem. Medal II., gold S. George set as a brooch, 
" S. Georgius equitum Patronus, in tempestate securitas." Medal 
III., silver, " Frangimur et collectimur, trahite sequo jugo." 
Medal IV., silver, Duke of Cumberland, " Gul. Dux Cumb.
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delicise Militum, Natus, 15 April, 1721, pro patre et patria, Rebel 
sec. 1745." Medal V, silver, Dr. Sacheverell and the Pope, 
" H. S. Sach, D.D., is firm to thee." One silver coin of Charles 
II.; six bronze coins ; one copper token of Arthur Duke of 
Wellington, " Erin go brach," 1816. Two letters from the Privy 
Council to Lord Campden, as Lord Lieutenant of Rutlandshire, 
temp. Charles II.; instructions from Charles the Second (with his 
Majesty's autograph) to the Lord Viscount Campden; autograph 
of Charles I.; pardon of Sir Philip Gell from Charles I.; coloured 
view of Camden House, burnt down temp. Charles I. by the 
Cavaliers; ring with likeness of Mary Queen of Scots, surrounded 
by brilliants; coin of Queen Elizabeth found near Campden 
House; Bible in a very beautifully worked silk cover, representing 
the Sacrifice of Abraham on one side, David praying on the other, 
with the Psalms set to music, &c., dated 1619—1621; Buck's 
Bible in very beautiful condition, printed at Cambridge, 1629, 
with red lines ruled on each page; watercolour view of Camden 
House before it was burnt down; and Camden House in its 
present state ; six photographs.

By ALDERMAN BABFOOT :—Roman objects found on premises of 
Messrs. Hobson, Barfoot, and Rust in excavation between the 
Jewry Wall and the Talbot; rim of mortarium, with potter's 
mark, NOM. Fragment of bowl of white (Salopian?) ware. 
The rim bears a trace of coloured ornamentation. Samian ware, 
three fragments. Castor ware. Base of indented vase, fragment 
of ditto. Upchurch ware, fragment. Two fragments of dark 
heavy ware. One contains shell fragments. Two fragments 
(feet) of Upchurch ware, apparently used in children's games.

By ME. ROBEET HDMBEESTONE : a collection of Greek and 
Roman coins.

ME. THOMAS NORTH, F.S.A., contributed the following

NOTES ON SOME CURIOSITIES AT BEAUMANOR
PARK.

THEEE are several curiosities preserved at Beaumanor Park which 
are of more than private interest.

I. The coach (with a specimen of the harness decorated with 
the brass plates of the Herrick crest) which was built for William 
Herrick, Esq., upon the occasion of his marriage with Lucy, the 
daughter of John Gage, Esq., of Bretley Park, Sussex, in the 
year 1740. The contract for the building of this coach is preserved 
among the family papers at Beaumanor. A copy of it was read 
at a meeting of this Society, held in September, 1876. I venture 
to repeat it here, copied from the original, in order to make these 
notes complete :—
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" London, 8ber ye 28th 1740. 
D' Sir

I carry'd the arms Miss Gage sent to the Coach makers and 
the other Side is the Charge of the whole which I hope you'l like, I 
am sure I have done as if it had been my cane, and I dare say the man 
will finish it as it should be, and at the time he promised .....

All friends here Joyn in Humble love to you and all friends, and I am
D' Neighbour, 

Yrs &c
C. Hartopp. 

The Coach maker wants to know
the colour of the lining 

[Addressed :—To W m Herrick Esq. att Beau Manner
In 

Loughborough Bag
Leicestershire.] 

28 Oc.

1740. An estimate of a Coach to be made for W"1 Harrick Esq. 
Octo : By E. Harlee

£. s. d.
To a new Coach to be made with the best Seasoned 
Timber, the L)oors to be arched, the body to be neatly run, 
the ends of the bottom, sides, corner pillars, and asticks 
round the glasses to be Neatly Carved. Colouring and 
varnishing the body olive colour, painting thereon a Sett 
of Shields hightned in gold, and a sett of arms and crests, 
covering the body with the best Neats leather the vallons 
whelted and Drove in Archess to be lined with any colour'd 
cloth except Scarlett, a seat Cloth ye same of the lining, a 
woosted turning to the inside, the seats quilted and tufts 
to them, 2 door glasses and Canvasis in the Doors, also a 
strong set of main and save braces, a Sett of Cross and 
Collar Braces, a neat Carriage Carved answerable to the 
body, and a Strong Sett of wheels, colouring the wheels 
bright red and olive colour, varnishing them with vermillion, 
gilding the Shield, and painting the crest on the hind cross 
bar and boxes under the inside seats, all to be complete in 
a workmanlike manner for Seventy three pounds ten shillings 73 . 10 . 0 
To a new Sett of splin trees, a Spear barr, and splin tree, a 
Drage Chain and Drage Staff, and Straps and buckles 1 . 16.0 
To a Budget to hang under the Coachman's Seat, a hammer, 
a pair of pincers, a Cold Chisell, 24 Clouts, 12 linspins and 
hurters, and 200 clout nailes ........................ 1 12.0
To 4 new Harness made with the best Neats leather, a brass 
plate on the edge of the housing, Crest housing plates, 
brass watering hooks, starrs and screw'd rings to y e head 
stalls Double bard bitts and a sett of Reins ............ 12. o.O
To a large winscott Trunk to go between to the fore
standard plates, handles, and a lock to it .............. 2 . 2.0
To a new Cover for the Coach made with fine Barriss.... 1 . 5.0

£92 .5.0
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I may say that several other estimates were sent, but the one 
just read was, almost certainly, the one chosen by Mr. Herrick. 
The late General Dyott made, on the 26th of June, 1828, a careful 
admeasurement of the old coach with, as is found from a memo 
randum preserved at Beamanor, the following results:—

Extreme length from splinter bar to foot-board ............ 17 feet.
Height from the bottom of the door to the level of the roof.. 6 feet.
Width in the interior .................................. 3 ft. 6 in.
Length in the interior.................................. 4 ft. 4 in.
Diameter of hind wheel ................................ 5 ft. 7 in.

II. Another Curiosity at Beaumanor is an ancient piece of 
furniture traditionally called " King Richard's Bedstead."

During the years preceding the Battle of Bosworth Field one of 
the principal Inns in Leicester was known as " The White Boar," 
in allusion to the cognizance or badge of the reigning monarch, 
Richard the Third. That ill-fated king, as is well known, passed 
through Leicester, on his way to Bosworth Field, in August, 1485. 
Tradition says it was in a large front chamber of that handsomely 
gabled inn, now known to us, unfortunately, only by drawings, that he 
passed the nights of Friday and Saturday, the 19th and 20th of 
that month. " There, too, would he keep his crown and treasures. 
The room below of the same extent as the chamber, would be his 
head quarters, where he sat to receive intelligence from his scouts, 
to give his orders, and to confer with his officers. . . On Sunday 
he left Leicester (says the Chronicler of Croyland Abbey) in the 
greatest pomp, wearing on his head the royal diadem. In the 
evening of that day he lay encamped with his army within three 
miles of the enemy; and about the midday of Monday his corpse, 
hacked to pieces and covered with blood, lay on Redmoor plain, 
near Bosworth."

After the battle of Bosworth Field, when the White Boar would 
cease to be popular, the sign of the Leicester Inn was changed 
to " The Blue Boar "—a name which it retained until the building 
was taken, and the materials sold, in the year 1836. The tra-
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dition of the visit of Richard III. was always associated with the 
house, in which, however, an event occurred 120 years subsequently 
which considerably added to its notoriety. The story is graphically 
told from contemporary documents by our late friend, Mr. James 
Thompson.*

" At the commencement of the seventeenth century, the land 
lord of the Blue Boar was one of the best known men in Leicester. 
His position as ' mine host' of the chief inn in the place neces 
sarily brought him into contact and conversation with all travellers, 
and with all men of distinction who visited the town in passing. 
He was Mayor in the year 1583 and 1598, and subsequently an 
Alderman. He became suddenly rich—in what way was not 
known: whether it was from the profits of tavern-keeping, or in 
some generally unknown way, does not appear. About the year 
1600 he died, leaving his widow to succeed to his wealth and the 
management of the Blue Boar, which, as events proved, she was 
not destined long to enjoy.

" Early in November in the year 1604, a traveller on horseback 
rode up to the inn, and there took up his abode. He slept in the 
house three nights, and thus had time to gain the confidence of 
Alice Grimbold, the servant girl, to whom he talked about mar 
riage. She, being flattered by his attentions and professions, 
communicated to him the fact of her mistress having a ' great 
store of money' in the house, and told him if he would bring a 
secret friend with him some night, whom she might trust, there 
would be ' means made to get some of the money.' The designing 
fellow (named Harrison) then went to Lichfield, to confide his 
nefarious scheme to Adam Bonus, who communicated it to another 
man, Edward Bradshaw, who became Harrison's confederate. The 
two men came to Leicester, accordingly, on the 1st of February, 
1605, and lodged at the house of a townsman, removing from it 
to the ' Blue Boar' on Saturday, the 2nd, and sleeping there, and 
passing the following day at the inn. At ten o'clock on the 
Sunday evening, Harrison having seized the two female servants 
and bound them in the stable, Bradshaw treated the landlady in 
the same manner in the house. The two men then helped them 
selves to drink, and fortified themselves for the execution of the 
deed which followed. Their next step was to liberate Grimbold— 
the girl who had suggested the robbery—and, ostensibly under 
compulsion, they made her go with them into her mistress's 
parlour, where she pointed out to them three coffers—one contain 
ing linen, another legal deeds or writings, and a third several bags 
of gold and silver. The robbers took the greater part of these, 
leaving a share on the bedstead for their female accomplice.

» In an Article on King Richard's House and Bedstead in Leicester.—The 
Reliquary, vol. xii. p. 211.
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Bradshaw, the most determined of the two ruffians, then murdered 
Mrs. Clarke—in what way is not stated in the depositions, but 
tradition states by strangulation. The men then went to the 
stables, took out their horses, loaded the pommels of their saddles 
with the money bags, and in the darkness of the night rode out of 
the town.

" Next morning the tragedy was discovered. A neighbour 
entered the house early to light a candle, aud found Grimbold in 
the buttery partially secured, and unbound her. It seems that 
Adam Bonus had made his way to Leicester, and was in the town 
on Monday, the day after the murder. He was immediately 
apprehended and examined by the coroners and justices, and con 
fessed to a knowledge of the meditated robbery, but asserted that 
he refused to take any part in the crime. The two criminals were 
shortly after taken into custody. Harrison seems to have escaped 
punishment through the intercession of powerful friends; and 
Bradshaw would have done so by the help of Lord Stafford, had 
not Chief Justice Popham interfered and prevented the attempt. 
On the 25th of March, 1605, Bradshaw and his female confederate, 
Grimbold, were tried for the capital offence before Sir Peter War- 
burton, Knight, when the male prisoner was sentenced to be 
hanged, and the female to death by burning; and the culprits 
suffered accordingly."

Sir Eoger Twysden (who recorded the story not very correctly 
in his Commonplace Book, about thirty years after the event) tells 
us that Richard III. left behind him, at the Blue Boar Inn, when 
on his way to Bosworth, " a large wooden bedstead gilded in some 
places .... boarded at the bottom (as the manner was in those 
days), and which became a piece of standing furniture, and passed 
from tenant to tenant with the Inn." He then adds the following 
paragraph in explanation of the former landlord's sudden acquisi 
tion of wealth, and concludes with an account of the murder which 
need not be quoted. He says :—" In the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
this house was kept by one Mr. Clark, who put a bed on this 
bedstead, which his wife going to make hastily, and jumbling the 
bedstead, a piece of gold dropped out. This excited the woman's 
curiosity; she narrowly examined the antiquated piece of furniture, 
and finding it had a double bottom, took off the uppermost with a 
chisel, upon which she discovered the space between them filled 
with gold, part of it coined by Richard III., and the rest of it in 
earlier times.

" Mr. Clark (her husband) concealed this piece of good fortune, 
though, by degrees, the effects of it made it known, for he became 
rich from a low condition, and, in the space of a few years, Mayor 
of the town; and then the story of the bedstead came to be 
rumoured by the servants. At his death, he left his estate to his 
wife, who still continued to keep the inn, though she was known
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to be very rich; which put some wicked persons upon engaging 
the maid servant to assist in robbing her . . . . "

" It is remarkable " (says Mr. Thompson) " that at this time "— 
that is almost immediately after the murder of Mrs. Clark, the 
landlady of the Blue Boar—" a relic, known as ' King Richard's 
bedstead,' was publicly exhibited in Leicester. It is thus men 
tioned in certain panegyrical verses, prefixed to Master Tom 
Coryate's Crudities, published in the year 1611, and entitled, 
' Penny Sights and Exhibitions in the Reign of James the First:'

" King Henry's slip-shoes, the sword of valiant Edward, 
The Coventry boares-shield and fireworks seen but to bedward, 
Drake's ship at Detford, King Richard's bed-sted in Leyster, 
The White-hall Whalebones, and silver Bason i' Chester.

" At what place in Leicester the bedstead was seen is not stated 
in the verses ; but it was more likely to be at the Blue Boar than 
any other house, from the fact of King Richard having slept 
there."

Presuming that the bedstead mentioned by Sir Roger Twysden 
to be the same as that exhibited in 1611 as " King Richard's 
bedsted in Leyster," it is a question of antiquarian interest to 
enquire as to what became of it, and whether it is still in existence. 
Sometime during the middle of the eighteenth century a bedstead 
with the tradition attached to it of having been King Richard's 
was in the possession of a person in Redcross Street, Leicester, 
who sold it to Mr. Alderman Drake,* a gentleman of antiquarian 
tastes, who was elected Mayor in the year 1773; from him it 
passed, through the female line, into the hands of the Rev. 
Matthew Drake Babington, Rural Dean of Akeley, and it stood 
for some years in a room at Rothley Temple. Upon the death of 
that gentleman, in the year 1851, the bedstead passed into the 
possession of the Rev. Churchill Babington, B.D., the present 
Disney Professor of Archaeology at Cambridge, who, writing to 
The Times newspaper on the 20th of October, 1866, says :—

"It (the bedstead) was examined by several antiquaries, among 
the rest by my learned friend, Mr. M. H. Bloxam of Rugby. He 
was decidedly of opinion that the bed, a most beautiful piece of 
work, was of the age of Elizabeth. Although few people know 
the bed better than I do, as I have many a time struck my head 
against its projecting carved work when first waking in the morn 
ing, yet it belongs to a class of antiquities about which I do not 
feel disposed to deliver an opinion ex cathedra. .... the external 
evidence in favour of its genuineness is decidedly strong, and with 
regard to the internal evidence the representation of the Holy 
Sepulchre in one of its compartments may be thought by some to 
savour of the reign of Richard III. rather than of Elizabeth.

• See Niohols, vol. i. p. 380, for an account and figure of the bedstead.
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Those who consider the style of carving to be manifestly of the 
sixteenth and not of the fifteenth century, can, of course, enjoy 
their opinion, which may very probably be correct. It is certainly 
very specious, and, I must confess, that I incline to it. The bed, 
I may say in conclusion, is now in the possession of Mr. W. P. 
Herrick of Beaumanor Park. It was with regret that I parted 
with it, having then no house in which to keep so large a piece of 
furniture; but the regret was much diminished by knowing that it 
would be placed in such excellent hands as those of my friend 
Mr. Herrick."

The bedstead was set up by Mr. Herrick in a room specially 
fitted and decorated for its reception. There it remained, without 
any special examination, or any attempt being made to elucidate 
its history, until the early part of the year 1872. At that time 
Mr. James Thompson thoroughly examined it, and has recorded 
the result, with some remarks thereon, which I will quote from the 
article already referred to :—

" In investigating this subject it should, in the outset, be 
remarked that a distinction must be made between the words 
' bedstead' and ' bedstock'—between the whole construction, 
consisting of canopy, posts, and legs, and the framework, which 
might be corded across, or which might be boarded over and under, 
so as to form a kind of large flat box, if its owner had any object 
in so adapting it for purposes of concealment. A very minute and 
close examination of the bedstead at Beaumanor, which I was 
courteously permitted to make by W. Perry-Herrick, Esq., on 
Feb. 6, this year [1872], has suggested these observations. I 
found that while the apparent structure of the bedstead was 
carved and decorated in the style prevalent in the reigns of 
Elizabeth and James I., like 'the Great Bed of Ware,' as 
described in Shaw's Specimens of Ancient Furniture, the concealed 
stock was quite otherwise. The dorser, or head-board, seems in 
fact to be panelled in the Jacobean style,; the canopy is divided 
into panels, apparently of even later date; and the massive posts, 
swelling into bulbs, may be of the Elizabethan or Jacobean period. 
But the bedstock is evidently a complete and independent frame 
work, hidden by the additions and surroundings here described. 
Whether it be more or less ancient than the dorser, canopy and 
posts, is the point for decision; that it was originally quite distinct 
from them, no one can doubt for a moment who contemplates its 
various portions and members. Its proportions (as measured by 
Mr. Massey, the carpenter employed by its owner) are these:— 
Length from outside of one post to the other, 6 feet 3 inches; 
width 5 feet 3 inches; depth 1\ inches. The dorser (ordinarily 
concealed by the bed-clothing and hangings) on being laid bare 
shows four panels, divided by three stiles, peculiarly moulded. 
The foot-posts, hidden behind the elaborately ornamented sup-
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porters of the canopy, are 1 foot 9 inches high, with round knobs 
at the top of each. The dorser is 2 feet 9 inches from the ground 
to the upper end of the rail. Altogether, were it seen apart 
(as it should be) the hidden bedstead would be perceived to be a 
much simpler, ruder, and older piece of furniture than that which 
meets the eye. There is one feature worthy of marked attention— 
the stiles between the panels are not carved as those above them 
are, in a quasi-classical manner, but are moulded in outlines that 
may have been employed in the late Perpendicular Period—in 
section they represent two broad fillets, each between two ogees; 
the whole low and flat comparatively, but distinctive."

The section is here shown; the bedstock itself is engraved on 
page 187.*

"Now should this structure of old oak and homely outline 
prove to be of pre-Reformation origin, it may indeed have been 
the best bedstead of the Blue Boar, when King Eichard slept in 
one of its chambers. That this ancient ' stump bedstead' was 
of earlier construction than the stately fabric of which it forms a 
kind of concealed nucleus, seems very probable, and that the 
other and more ornamental portions were raised over it, in order 
to secure its preservation, seems to me equally probable—or why 
were the owners of the piece of furniture at the trouble and 
expense of placing so richly decorated a canopy over, and dorser 
behind, the very unpretending framework below ? Assuredly they 
could have replaced it by one more sumptuous, and would have 
done so, had not some special motive existed for its preservation. 
The motive, doubtless, was that in the reign of Queen Elizabeth 
the proprietors of the bedstead believed it to have been slept in 
by King Richard the Third."

There is no need to add anything to Mr. Thompson's description 
and remarks excepting to say that he certainly strengthens the 
tradition, and adds to the strong probability of this curious 
bedstead at Beaumanor being the identical one upon which King 
Richard slept at Leicester, when on his way to Bosworth Field.

III. The next Curiosity at Beaumanor I will notice, is, like 
the one last described, a piece of furniture, but one very dissimilar

• I am much obliged to Mr. LI. Jewitt, F.S.A., for permission to usa these cuts.
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in age and character. It is the great chair standing in the hall. 
It was made out of one solid oak tree which, when cut down in 
the Park, in the year 1690, measured 11 feet 4 inches in diameter, 
and so was 84 feet in circumference. The manufacture and 
dimensions of this singular piece of furniture are quaintly described 
in the following, possibly contemporaneous lines:—

THE GEEAT CHAIB AT BEAUMANOR.

A Discripcon of a late liveing Chair which did grow in the 
Parke at Beaumanor in the County of Leicester in the year 
1690, then cut down and being beautifyed is now placed in 
the Hall there, as a real Wonder of the World to the 
Admiracon of all that see it:—

Behold the wonder of the world, a Chair 
W"1 wch on earth none other can compare 
A liveing chaire that many ages stood 
Perhapps as ancient as since Noah's flood 
Off such a Chaire you never heard before 
And after this such will be seen noe more 
Elese it had not been worthy to be named 
Observe the forme thereof by Nature framed, 
The body of the chair scarce three foot high 
Six armes advancing 40 foot or nigh* 
Whose intervalls were left with equal spaces 
Except before, wherein the sitting place is 
Eighty foot high when felled it was supposed 
Three tuns of timber that the barke inclosed 
Judged so by workmen on the ground who saw it 
Whilst 18 horses hardly home could draw it 
Full twenty hundred weight now it is finished 
The workmen all the rest in chipps diminished 
A rough rude peice it was in every part 
Untill embellished by men of art 
Soe curious now good artists may behold it 
Unseen few would believe it true when told it 
He that shall say ' Pie shew you such another' 
I'le not believe him tho' he were my brother 
Give me 5 shillings and I will be bound 
To pay five hundred when the like is found 
Out of the rough first William Westley squared it 
Then Joseph Barradall he carved and pared it

» This must bo understood by adding the six together. The exact height of the 
seat is 2 feet 9 inches, of the arms (including the ornamental balls) 8 feet 9 inches, 
width at the top of the posts 5 feet.
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And Thomas Lancell be did paint and guild it* 
According to the owner's mind that will'd it. 

Finis.

The Herrick crest with the date "Anno Domini MDXCX" 
under it, and the Herrick coat of arms, under which is the motto 
Virtus omnia nobilitat, are carved upon the chair; the former on 
the right hand, and the latter on the left hand of the person 
occupying it. Upon this chair is also always suspended a garland 
of flowers. Nicholst tells us that, in 1608, Adrian Farnham, Esq., 
held freely certain lands and tenements in Woodhouse called 
Rusha Fields, and other lands there, paying yearly on Midsummer 
day one red rose garland, and a broad arrow-head, with two rose 
buds, and suit of Court at Beaumanor. At the commencement 
of the present century "the garland, spear, and rosebuds" were 
regularly sent, and were always placed, according to usage, on 
the curious chair just described.} The garland of flowers now 
always to be seen thereon is the representative of this ancient 
chief rent. It is sent in the autumn of each year to Beaumanor, 
from Mr. Farnham the owner of Rushey Fields in the parish of 
Woodhouse, to the owner of Beaumanor, as, I presume, the lord 
of the Manor of Woodhouse. Under what tenure the fields are 
held I cannot say, for, although the floral chief rent is regularly 
sent, the owner of Rushey Fields has never, in living recollection, 
attended the Court of the lord of the Manor. This garland— 
which, it is now said, must contain three roses—is always hung 
upon the before-mentioned large chair in the hall at Beaumanor, 
and there it remains until replaced by the fresh garland of the 
succeeding year.

A floral chief rent is by no means an uncommon acknowledg 
ment. The Manor of Stretton, Rutland, was held by the Seagraves 
of the Crown by the service of one clove gilliflower; and a similar 
rent was reserved in a grant made in the year 1274 by John de 
Burgh, of the Manor of Elmore, Gloucestershire, to Anselm de 
Gyse. A rose, however, was the more common service. Walter 
de Camhon granted lands, &c., in Leighton to Newminster Abbey 
for a rent of one rose on the feast of S. James; Lionel, Earl of 
Ulster, granted the Bailiffry of Cork to Geoffrey Stukeley by 
tenure of a rose to be paid on S. John Baptist Day.§ Numberless 
other instances might be quoted, but it will suffice to quote one 
more, and that an example close at hand. By a Deed of Lease 
dated in 1636, and preserved in the muniment room of the 
Corporation of Leicester, we learn that a piece of ground was sold

* It is now painted a light green with gilt mouldings.
t Hist. Leices., vol. iii. p. 146. J Ibid, p. 147.

§ Notes and Queries, 5th S. ix. 497, and x. 115 and 157.
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in Fee Farm to James Seele and Elizabeth his wife, who were to 
have the same " To bee holden of our said soveraigne lord the 
King his heirs and successors as of his honnor of Leicester in 
the right of his Highnes' Dutchy of Lancaster by fealtye only in 
ffree and comon soccage and not in Capite: Yielding and paying 
therefore yearlye unto the maior of the Burrough of Leicester for 
the time being one Damask rose at or uppon the feast day of Saint 
John the Baptist, and also Yeilding and paying all chief rents 
yearlye yssueinge or goinge forth of the same."

The payment of this floral rent is noticed occasionally in the 
Chamberlains' Accounts; for instance, under date of 1673-4, 
I find:

" In Loseby Lane:
Itm of him [John Underwood] more for a 
peece of ground paying yearly .att Mid 
summer a Damask Eose ..................... a damask rose."

And in 1677-8 the heirs of Widow Harlow paid the same.
The rent is still receivable, and is paid to the Corporation by 

the owner of "the Crown and Thistle" Inn in Loseby Lane. 
A receipt is annually given in consequence of a small acquittance 
of four pejice being paid, but it is some years since a rose was 
actually handed over.

It may be added that sometimes the easy*service of a rose was 
clogged with curious conditions: in one instance, in a grant made 
in the year 1352, it was required that a white rose be rendered 
before sunrise at the west end of a particular toft on S. John 
Baptist's Day.*

IV. There is another chair of a different kind preserved at 
Beaumanor. It is an ancient oak one with a handsome carved 
back showing a shield of arms. It is said to have formerly 
belonged to Dr. Richard Herrick, Warden of Manchester, a son 
of Sir William Heyricke, Goldsmith, of London, the purchaser 
of Beaumanor in the year 1595.

March 31st, 1879. 

THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.

The following gentlemen were elected members of the Society : 
Mr. W. J. Bruin, and Mr. Henry Alien, both of Leicester. 

The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited:— 
By the REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A.: a beautiful series of 

photographs of the Forum and other antiquities at Rome (many 
» Notes and Queries, 5th S. x. 16.
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of a large size). Mr. Pownall gave an interesting historical 
sketch of several of the principal objects of interest. The following 
valuable coins were also exhibited by him : specimens of the 
Roman " AES," or "AS," [B.C. 885] and its divisions (from 
Bologna); Roman Imperial brass coins, obtained in Rome— 
Augustus deified, Nero, Hadrian, Faustina, and others; and fifteen 
denarii of the Consular series, dating from a period within the 150 
years before the birth of Christ. "At that time," said Mr. Pownall, 
"the great families in Rome, whose members were holding offices of 
State, began to commemorate their own deeds, or the glories of their 
ancestors, and to honour their favourite gods, by placing on the 
public money, types, such as the effigies of some deity, or the 
emblems of the office of consul, augur, or sedile. These coins 
exhibited afford instances of this custom. Their devices may be 
divided into two classes; those which set before us incidents of 
the ancient legendary history of the Republic and Kingdom; as 
on these, the Dioscuri, the fate of Tarpeia, the discovery of the 
twins with the she-wolf by the shepherd Fostulus; in coins of 
the families, Memmia, Tituria, and Pompeia; and again, those 
which set before us names and events of the age just before the 
Christian era, much as the illustrated newspapers now depict 
events, and record the names of our own. In this latter class is 
to be noticed among those exhibited a coin of the Julfan family, 
with the figure of an elephant and the word CAESAR (the Cartha 
ginian word for an elephant) on the obverse ; and on the reverse, 
the " Pontifical regalia," denoting the office of Pontifex maximus. 
It is a coin of Julius Caesar, and was probably struck 47 B.C. 
Next to it lies a denarius of his friend Antony, one of the 
"legionary coins," bearing the "eagle" and two standards of his 
xxi. legion. These coins were purchased within a few hundred 
yards of the very spot on the Forum, where Antony made his 
funeral oration over the dead body of Caesar. Another denarius 
interests us, not by calling up a great name, but by illustrating 
a passage in Roman history, of which Josephus makes mention, 
Wars of the Jews, book i., cap. viii. Plautius the quaestor, when 
Scaurus marched into Judsea to settle disputes between Hyrcanus 
and Aristobolus, secured the submission of Bocchius, the adherent 
of Aretas, King of Arabia. On one side of the coin you have 
A PLAVTIVS AED cvE, and the head of Cybele; on the other, a 
man kneeling, holding a camel by the bridle, with the words,
BOCCHIVS IVDAEVS."

By the CHAIRMAN : two bird's eye views of Exton Park, painted 
by Badeslade, and engraved by Harris, with the following in 
scription : " This park is 13 miles round, contains above three 
acres of timber wood, above 68 acres of water, and above 2000 
acres of land. Dedicated to the Right Honble. Baptist Earl of 
Gainsborough, Viscount Campden, Baron Noel, of Ridlington,
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Baron Hicks, of Ilmington, and Baronet." One watercolour 
drawing of Campden House, burnt down by the Cavaliers in the 
reign of Charles I. Three photographs of Campden House in 
Gloucestershire. The Paper upon Campden House, owing to press 
of business, was deferred to a future meeting.

By MB. WEATHEEHEAD : the following remains, all found in 
Leicester:—Several objects of bone, consisting of pins, spoons, 
counters, &c., found in different localities in the town, at the 
usual average depth of from nine to ten feet. One is an interesting 
object, which, owing to its curious shape, renders it extremely 
difficult to conjecture what special purpose it may have served. 
It was discovered in June, 1877, between High Street and Silver 
Street, whilst excavating for foundations for the "Royal Arcade," 
together with other relics of the usual Roman character, such as 
calcined human bones ; an unusually large cinerary urn; basal 
and other fragmentary portions of glass; cinerary urns; Samian 
ware ; neck and handle of a large amphora ; bronze coins ; other 
objects of bronze [the last mentioned exhibited at this Society's 
bi-monthly meeting, September 30th, 1878]; bone pins and spoons 
now exhibited. One bone object had been perforated lengthways, 
as well as across, the two ends being plugged by thin portions of 
bone about one-eighth of an inch thick. A close inspection would 
naturally suggest that the remaining aperture was originally 
furnished with a handle, and that probably of a like material; 
the thinner or bevelled portion bore evident traces of high polish, 
as if by friction. The three " counters " were discovered in 1868, 
when excavating in S. Nicholas Street. The .five bone pins, &c., 
were found some years since (together with Roman pottery) within 
the precincts of the Borough Goal. Coupled with this find were 
several skull bones, and antlers of the deer tribe (some cut and 
sawn), examples of which were also exhibited. These objects have 
evidently been manufactured from these bones, as can be readily 
traced upon examination. This fact not only enhances the interest 
attached to these objects, but appears to invest them with special 
interest, inasmuch as it tends to prove that these and such like 
articles (assigned to the Roman period) were frequently manu 
factured from the antlers of the cervida or deer family, such as 
the stag or red deer (cervus elaphus) &o.

The REV. T. FABEBEOTHEB exhibited some Tesserae found in 
1853 at Burrow Hill, near Daventry, and some fragments of 
Roman pottery.

MAJOB BELLAIBS (Hon. Sec.) read the following

NOTES ON THE WIGSTON ARMS.

THESE notes were originally intended as an answer to Mr. North's,
read at a former meeting of this Society. I have altered them

P VOL. V.
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slightly so as to be a sequel to his remarks. The question is 
what were the arms of William Wigston, who lived circa 1513, 
and founded the hospital in Leicester bearing his name ? My 
argument is, that the arms sculptured on the old hospital (which 
sculpture is still in existence) are the proper arms of the founder, 
and differ from those placed upon the new buildings. The shield 
on the old hospital being charged with "guttee," or "gouttee," 
and those on the new buildings being " ermine " and " ermines;" 
at any rate, whatever they are, they should have been copied on 
the new buildings. I understand the Heralds' College have been 
applied to for the arms of the family, and have given them as 
ermine. I do not dispute for a moment that some of the same 
family as William Wigston (but not his descendants, for he had 
none) bore their arms with the field ermine, but they were not a 
Leicestershire family, and the earliest date given to these arms is 
a Herald's Visitation of 1683, nearly two centuries later than the 
sculptured stone. This stone, of which I give a careful 
drawing, here annexed, there is no doubt, represents the field 
of the arms as guttee: it is very carefully and boldly carved, 
and evidently executed by one who knew how to represent in stone 
armorial bearings : moreover it has never been recarved or altered 
as is the case with the carving of arms in front of the house in 
the Newarke, which not long ago, underwent an entire recutting. 
These arms cannot be a mistake, as " guttee" is a very rare 
charge, and ermine a very common one, and the latter being on 
our Town Arms would be well-known. William Wigston must 
have known his own arms, and there is no doubt that this stone 
was placed by himself, or by his orders, on his own hospital. 
In The General Armory, published by Burke (who belonged to 
the Heraldic Office), I find nine coats of arms attached to the 
name of Wigton, Wigston, or Wyggeston, all similar. The arms 
of 1683 are given to a Warwickshire family, and there is also 
given the arms on the old sculptured stone as follows:—" Per 
chev. ar. and sa. guttee counterchanged on the first a chev. of the 
second charged with three estoiles or." No county is mentioned 
to which the person or family bearing these arms belonged, and 
there seems to be some omission in the description, but it clearly 
shows " guttee counterchanged." Burke gives also for Wigston, 
Leicestershire, "Per chev. sa. and argent three estoiles in chief or." 
This last coat appears to have been the arms of William Wigston's 
ancestors, and he may have adopted the additions to the arms on 
the old hospital for difference, or probably as the arms of the 
hospital. Guttee is the heraldic representation of tears, and 
might be added to his family arms as appropriate for a hospital. 
Burke does not give his authority for the arms; and "the matter 
is scarcely of sufficient importance to induce me to search further, 
but there are a great many other lists of arms besides those in
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the College of Arms, and the fire of London seriously injured 
even their records. I think the earliest extant Herald's Visitation 
for Leicestershire and Warwickshire is dated 1563. There were 
none of the Wigston family in Leicestershire at that date, and 
I believe the family are not mentioned in that Visitation.

May 26th, 1879. 

THE REV. J. H. HILL in the chair.

The following gentlemen were elected members:—The Eev. 
W. M. Hutton of Hungarton Vicarage, Mr. Wm. Kelly, F.S.A., 
Leicester, and the Rev. C. H. Wood, Leicester.

The following curiosities, &c., were exhibited :—
By MB. JOHN HUNT : A horn powder flask and a large horn 

spoon, both of the time of the Commonwealth ; a copper key found 
in Cardington ballast-hole, near Bedford; a large old-key dug up 
in Bishopgate Churchyard, London; a button spur from Battle 
Flat, Leicestershire, temp. James I.; a curious tooth found near 
the Dean's House, Llandudno, Wales.

By MAJOR BELLAIKS : A copper coin size of a halfpenny, obverse 
head profile, facing right, hair long, legend " Glacious Dei Pax ;" 
reverse, harp crowned, "Hebrides 1781;" an Irish farthing, very 
thin metal, obverse, a crown with crossed sceptres through it, 
legend " Caro. D. Gr. Mag: Brit.;" reverse, a harp crowned, 
"Fra: et: Hib: Rex;" small silver Edwardian coin much 
injured.

By ME. F. MOELET : " MDLXXI. the most excellent works of 
Chirurgerie, made and set foorthe by Maister John Vigo, head 
Chirurgien of our tyme, whereunto is added an exposition of 
strange terms and unknowen symples belonging to the arte. Im 
printed at London by Thomas East and Henry Middleton (dwelling 
at London Wall by the signe of the Ship), and finished the 17th 
day of July."

THE CHAIRMAN read the following Paper on

CAMPDEN HOUSE.

SIR Baptist Hickes purchased the manor of Campden of the family 
of Smith. Sir Baptist was created Viscount Campden in 4 
Charles I., 1628, with remainder to the family of Noel, who have 
been the subsequent lords. Upon the purchase of the manor Sir 
Baptist built a most sumptuous mansion, with accompaniments of 
corresponding magnificence, which was destroyed in the civil wars 
by fire. From an accurate plan and elevation still extant, it 
appears to have been an edifice in the boldest style of building.
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It consisted of four fronts, the principal towards the garden, in 
the centre a portico with a series of columns of the five orders, 
and an open corridor. The parapet was finished with pediments 
of a capricious taste, and the chimneys were twisted pillar, with 
Corinthian capitals. A very capacious dome issued from the roof, 
which was regularly illuminated for travellers during the night. 
This immense building was enriched with friezes and entablatures 
most profusely sculptured; it cost J629,000. in erection, and 
occupied, with its offices, a site of eight acres. Part of a wall, 
discoloured by fire, and two banqueting rooms which terminated 
the terrace are the remains most worthy of notice of this magnifi 
cent pile. Besides these, is the grand entrance adjoining the 
churchyard, composed of two low pavilions, connected by a screen, 
with pediments of a form which defies description. Without 
doubt the magnificent founder employed the most eminent archi 
tect that age afforded, but whom it is not known. Bigland, page 
279.

From Clarendon's History of the Civil Wars:—Goring sent 
back into the west. " When Goring was thus separated from 
the king's army, his majesty marched to Evesham, and on his way 
drew out his garrison from Campden house, which had brought no 
other benefit to the publick, than the enriching of the licentious 
governor thereof, who exercised an illimited tyranny over the whole 
country, and took his leave of it, in wantonly burning the noble 
structure which he had too long inhabited, and which not many 
years before had cost £30,000. building. Within a few days after 
the king left Evesham, it was surprised by the enemy, or rather 

• stormed and taken for want of men to defend the works, and the 
governor and all the little garrison made prisoners."

From Sir Henry Slingsby's Memoirs:—1645. " And now 
having all things in readiness (the Prince of Wales having gone 
to Bristol), the king gave orders for his march out of Oxford, upon 
the 7th of May, with only his life guard of horse, commanded by 
my Lord of Linsey and my Lord of Lichfield. He marched the 
first night to Woodstock, here he had my Lord Goring's horse to 
meet him to keep a pass and prevent Cromwell's horse from 
troubling our rear, and accordingly they did attempt but were 
betimes put to retreat. Evesham. The next day we had a ren 
dezvous of our whole army, consisting of about 3000 foot and 
4000 horses, taking supplies from several garrisons as we marched 
along: from hence we go to our quarters: the king to Evesham, 
which at that time was a garrison held for the king: the rest of 
the horse and foot quartered in towns thereabouts ; but before we 
parted the Prince Rupert had given command to Colonel Bard, 
Governor of Cambden, to march along with his regiment, and least 
the enemy should make use of the house for a garrison when he 
had left it, being so near Evesham, the prince likewise recom-
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mended it to be burnt, which I set on a light fire before we 
marched off. A house as my Lord Cambden says that had cost 
£30,000. in buildings and furniture. In our march evening by 
Hauckley House a garrison held for the Parliament, the king sends 
to give it a summons, and upon refusal commands the armies to 
set down before it, and presently they fell to work, and in a short 
time they carry their line close by the moat side (for it was moated 
about), and by trenches draw away the water; which the besieged 
perceiving, after we had made a shott or two, they called for a 
parley, and at last were fain to yield the house and their arms and 
ymselves prisoners without any loss, great either of men or time : 
only a gentleman of Prince Rupert's in the trench received a shott 
in the shoulder. After the gov. and soldiers were made prisoners, 
our soldiers were let in to plunder, and having taken out what 
they would, they set fire to the rest."

For the origin of the noble mansion of Camden and some 
account of the munificent founder of it, reference may be made 
to the Historical Introduction of a work entitled Bibliotheca 
Gloucestrensis, a work which describes the leading events of the 
Civil War in the County of Gloucester: vide page cv. and notes 
309, 311 in that book. The origin of the destruction of the 
house was of course its occupation by the Royalists, and their 
apprehension of its being occupied by their adversaries. Hawksley 
House in Worcestershire, Croft Castle in Herefordshire, Lidney 
House in the Forest of Deene, and Cardigan Castle were sacrificed 
to the same reasons of war. Early in January, 1644-5, Prince 
Maurice having the command at Worcester sent Sir Henry Bard 
thither, who put it in a state of defence. This circumstance is 
thus noticed in the Perfect Occurences, a new book of January 23rd. 
" A letter was intercepted from Sir Henry Perd to Prince Maurice 
(who is made Major Generale of Worcestershire, Shropshire, 
Herefordshire, and Monmouthshire), the substance whereof was 
this. May it please your Highnesse Excellency, I thought good 
to signify to you that I am here at Camden House with my forces, 
which I conceive will be very advantageous towards the strengthen 
ing of this association for your Highnesse: we are taking great 
paines with spades, shovels, and mattocks, planting the Gospel: 
and I am no longer happy, then I may wait upon your Highnesse. 
Henry Perd." The News Book writer did not know how to spell 
his name, nevertheless he was so hated and dreaded by the 
Parliamentarians, that what they publish of him maybe received with 
caution, though I believe he gave them sufficient ground for 
aversion. The position he occupied was in the line of their only 
practicable communication between London and Gloucester, by 
way of Warwick, and his parties were out over all the country. 
In the Perfect Passages, Saturday, April 5, 1645, is an article 
beginning thus—" I feare the way is something dangerous from
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Warwick to Gloucester. Some of Camden's Garrison went lately 
to Winchcomb where they plundered them so bare, that the 
plundered had not a Sunday shift of clothes left them. All the 
cattle drove away." One of his warrants is thus given in the 
same news book of May 29, 1645: "The copie of Prince Maurice's 
Warrant, cruell and barbarous enough to the Protestant Committee, 
here followeth verbatim." " By virtue of an order sent to me 
from his Highness Prince Maurice, I command you that you 
immediately send for the pettie constables of your home House 
at Tredington, and give order for the present unpressing of 23 
able souldiers for his Majesties service, to kill and slay all committee 
men without exception; which men are to be delivered to Lieut. 
Colonell Bellingham at Evesham, for his Highnesse use. And 
this shall be a sufficient warrant for you and your brethren. Faile 
not, as you will answer the carrying of muskets yourselves, and 
be made fight against your consciences. Henry Bard, Campden, 
May 10th.

To the High Constable of Tredington House."
(Independent of what might be the hard necessity of his duty 

as a soldier, he seems to have taken pleasure in teasing them). 
At last, however, according to Corbet's Military Government of 
the city of Gloucester, p. 132, the committee of both kingdoms 
sent an order to Massey to attempt the house, but he represented 
to them that it would not be done to advantage, and in fact the 
design was published in some of the London Mercuries before it 
could be put into execution. This was sufficient to convince the 
Koyalists of the value attached to the position, and there is no 
doubt that when Prince Rupert gathering up his forces out of all 
the Eoyalist garrisons to increase his army previous to the battle 
of Naseby, stripped Campden House of its military inmates, he 
would be most likely to order it to be destroyed, and it was most 
probable that Bard was not reluctant to do it. Bard afterwards 
went into Worcester to Prince Maurice, and had the command of 
a tertia at Naseby.

The weekly account of news, Monday, May 12th, 1645, states: 
" On Saturday last, his Majesty in the evening went down by 
Broadway to Evesham, and Prince Rupert marched in the reare 
guard over Broadway hill by the light of Cambden House, which 
they say was then a fire."*

Looking into the confused abstract of Prince Rupert's corres 
pondence in Warburton's memoir of that prince, there will be 
found at p. 516, vol. i., an account of a letter from William Duggan 
dated from Cambden, December 23, 1644, in which he mentions 
his having just taken possession of the house. At page 521 is

* If the dates of this and the former extract are correct they show that the 
warrant on the former page was issued on the very day of the fire, Saturday, May 10.
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an abstract of another letter from William Legge to the Prince, 
informing him of the writer's arrival there, and describing the 
destitute state of the place, cattle and all manner of provisions 
eaten up, he rather fears a famine than an enemy, dated Cam- 
den, December 25th. Both of these were acting under Prince 
Rupert's orders, and these documents show the period of its 
occupation.

From the Iter Carolinum we find that the king marched on 
Friday, the 9th, to Evesham, on Saturday, the 10th, to Inkborough, 
on Sunday, the llth, to Droitwich. If Prince Rupert marched 
in the rear guard, he might be a few hours behind Charles, but 
would not be far from his majesty. A letter from the committee 
of Salop to Sir William Bereton describes the king's movements 
as very swift. In this letter, dated llth of May, ten at night, 
they tell him Campden House is quit and fired. They had 
received this information from a person who had watched the 
king's army that very day, and brought it to them at night. 
What is still more curious is, that there was a report on Friday, 
the 9th, that this fire had taken place, for Major Bridges, governor 
of Warwick, wrote to the Coventry committee on that day to tell 
them of it. "I have intelligence that the king is come to 
Evesham, and the rumour there is that Campden House is fired." 
There is some doubt as to whether the house was burnt down on 
the 9th or 10th, yet I think the evidence is in favour of the former 
day, although Bard dates from Campden, May 10th, when the 
house might then be destroyed.

Mr. Webb says Bard, afterwards created Lord Bellamont, 
always had the bad credit of burning Cambden House, and was 
twitted for it by the old Marquis of Worcester, who was always 
very impartial in his reproofs. The governor of Cambden House 
was a coarse daring Cavalier, something in the style of Goring 
as to profaneness, one, who while he was the terror of the 
Parliamentarians in the vale of Evesham, was not very well loved 
on his own side. After the fashion of some soldiers of fortune, 
he literally made the war his trade.

ME. NORTH, F.S.A., having lately seen two Deeds relating to 
Hoby, Leicestershire, contributed abstracts as follows :—

Ragdale Hall and Estate, containing 703 acres and 31 perches, 
were leased by Washington, Earl Ferrers, by Deed, dated 2nd 
November, 1733, to William Henton and Henry Henton of Ragdale, 
in consideration of £3,220 paid down, and an annual rent of 
£376 4s. Od. for a term of ninety-nine years, if Henry Henton, 
aged twenty-eight years, George Henton, son of George Henton 
of Thorpe Satchville, aged fifteen years, and Samuel Henton, 
another son of George Henton, aged four years, or either of them 
should so long live.
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By another Deed, dated 26th November, 1775, Sir George 
Eobinson conveyed to George Paling of Hoby, Clothworker, a 
watermill, then used as a Fullingmill.

ANNUAL SUMMER MEETING.

THE Annual Summer Meeting was held at Stamford in conjunction 
with the Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire Societies, on Wednes 
day and Thursday, the 28th and 29th of May, 1879, under the 
Presidency of the Lord Bishop of Lincoln.

Wednesday, 28th May.

The proceedings commenced at 10 a.m. with morning prayer in 
S. Mary's Church, after which the visitors carefully inspected the 
principal characteristics of the sacred edifice. Here, as elsewhere 
throughout the town excursion, Mr. J. Neale, F.S.A., delivered the 
architectural descriptions, and the Rev. C. Nevinson, in a clear 
and scholarly manner, supplied the historical details. Perhaps the 
most noticeable feature about the church is the fine Early English 
tower, with beautiful Decorated spire, added about the year 1300. 
The steeple is, in fact, termed the king of the district, and it is 
said that Sir Walter Scott always doffed his hat on passing it. In 
the body of the church there is work of the Early English, Deco 
rated, and Perpendicular periods. S. Mary's Chapel, or the 
"golden choir," north of the chancel, has a rich cradle roof of 
timber coloured and powdered with stars, the ornamentation being 
performed at the cost of William Hickman, alderman of Stamford, 
in 1467, that is, after the sack of the town in 1461. In recesses 
of Decorated character in the north wall are two figures—one a 
knight of the time of Edward III.; and on a rich altar-tomb on 
the south side effigies generally considered to represent Sir David 
Phillips (who was attached to the house of Queen Margaret of 
York) and his wife. The quarterings and ornaments of the latter 
were examined with some minuteness. Attention was next devoted 
to the cellar of a house east of the chancel on S. Mary's Hill, 
which contains part of an Early English vaulting shaft, with a 
well-moulded capital. The party next proceeded, under Mr. 
Nevinson's guidance, to view the site of the castle on the north 
side of the river. The first fortification is supposed to have been 
erected here by the Danes in 870, after they had destroyed the 
monasteries of Crowland and Peterborough ; in 911, no longer able 
to keep possession, they demolished the work lest it should be 
turned to account by the English. From that time until the 
arrival of the Normans, the fortress changed hands with the varying
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fortunes of Dane and Saxon. It is known that in the reign of 
William the Conqueror a stone structure was raised, for'Domesday 
Book mentions that " at the time of the survey five houses were 
waste on accounts of the building of the castle," and some of the 
Norman masonry remains to this day. During the reign of 
Eichard III. the castle was destroyed, and the materials used in 
repairing the White Friary. Standing by the mill-stream an Early 
English postern may now be seen ; and beyond it a portion of the 
Norman wall of the outer enclosure. The mound of the keep 
doubtless in existence when the Norman castle was raised, is con 
spicuous, and we believe that Saxon pottery, &c., have been found 
near. In the south-east corner of the enclosure is some fine 
arcading dating from the thirteenth or fourteenth century. The 
sites of S. Peter's Gate (dismantled 1770), Austin Friars (a re 
ligious house, founded in 1380 by Wm. Fleming, a merchant at 
Stamford), and the Church of S. Mary Bennewerk (burnt during 
the civil wars by Sir Andrew Trollope), with the tower and buttress 
of the time of Charles I. on the north side of S. Peter's Gate, and 
the fragments of Sempringham Hall on the north-east of King's 
Mill Lane were next examined by the visitors. Sempringham Hall, 
it may be noted, was founded in 1292 by Kobert Luttrell for 
students of the Gilbertine Order. About this period there seemed 
a possibility of Stamford becoming a serious rival of the Universi 
ties of Oxford and Cambridge. When the students who had settled 
at Northampton retired from that town some few preferred a with 
drawal to Stamford, rather than a return to the old quarters at 
Oxford. The erection of Sempringham Hall was followed by the 
establishment of other schools in 1309 by Wm. Whetley, who, 
like Luttrell, was an Oxford man; and in 1333 there was a large 
secession (caused by the disputes between northern and southern 
students) of masters and scholars from Oxford to Stamford, the 
number being augmented the succeeding year. They set up halls 
at Stamford, but the old Universities remonstrated, and the King 
ordered the return of the students on pain of confiscation of their 
goods by the sheriff of Lincoln. The archaeologists next proceeded 
to All Saints' Church, which is an excellent specimen of the Early 
English and Perpendicular styles. The lofty tower with spire 
(152 ft.) is of effective design (Perpendicular), but rather suffered 
from comparison with that of S. Mary's, previously inspected. 
The rest of the church is mainly Early English with insertions of 
later day. There is some very fine arcading below the windows of 
the exterior; and in the interior the beautiful foliage of the 
capitals is worthy of especial mention. Mr. Neale especially 
alluded to the restoration in 1857; and drew attention to the 
brasses to the Brownes, one of whom, William, paid for the building 
of the steeple, the windows, and the other Perpendicular portions 
of the edifice, " scope for his zeal and generosity in this direction,
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having been afforded by the Vandal troops, under Sir Andrew 
Trollope, during the Lancastrian occupation." Passing to S. John's, 
a small Perpendicular church, which Mr. Poole described as a model 
of a town church, little short of perfection ; the visitors especially 
admired the rich oak wood screen, which Mr. Neale hoped would 
be speedily restored to its original position under the chancel arch. 
In the upper lights of the north aisle are considerable remains of 
very excellent stained glass; and it is said that in the beginning 
of the eighteenth century the church contained nearly one hundred 
figures in mediaeval glass, all more or less mutilated. Leaving the 
church, the party went to Browne's Hospital, which is situated in 
Broad Street, and was erected in the reign of Edward VI., by 
William Brown, merchant, of Stamford, as "an almshouse for 
divers poor of each sex, as well as for chaplains to celebrate divine 
offices therein." Mr. Neale spoke in high terms of the ancient 
glass in the chapel and audit-room, representing various scriptural 
subjects. A recent writer says of the hospital:—" The chief 
interest of Browne's Hospital or Bede House has passed away with 
the modern rearrangement which, as at Higham Ferrers and else 
where, has swept away the little chambers that occupied the lower 
story of what we may call the nave of the Hospital Chapel, sub 
stituting for them separate almshouses, doubtless greatly to the 
advantage of the occupants both in health and decency. The 
work was not badly done; no wanton mischief was perpetrated. 
Every fragment of old work was preserved; the plan of the 
cubicles was marked out in the tile pavement of what has become 
the ante-chapel; but the charm of antiquity has passed away, and 
the unique interest of the place has gone for ever." A few 
minutes were next devoted to an inspection of some curious 
antique vaulting in one of the cellars of the Red Lion Inn 
(opposite S. Michael's Church), and of certain capitals in a house 
(opposite the Conduit) in S. Paul's Street, lately occupied by Mrs. 
Bishop. Mr. Neale placed the date of the last-mentioned work at 
1200. The examination of the remains of S. Paul's Church 
(apparently built in the twelfth century), now forming part of the 
Grammar School, Brasenose Gate (remnant of Brasenose College, 
destroyed in 1668), and the entrances to the Grey and White 
Friars—the former opposite Cherry Holtwood, and the latter 
forming the gateway of the Infirmary Lodge—led up to S. 
Leonard's Priory, which is said to have been founded by Wilfrith 
toward the middle of the seventh century. No part of the present 
fabric is, however, earlier than the eleventh century, when William 
the Conqueror and Carileph, Bishop of Durham restored the 
monastery, and gave it to the prior and convent of Durham. The 
building now comprises the west end of the nave with five arches 
of the north arcade and part of the clerestory. Mr. Neale pointed 
out the graduations of style as seen in the northern arcade, and in
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the rich west end. The visitors wound up the morning excursion 
by visiting S. George's Church, originally an Early English edifice, 
but greatly injured by fire in the fourteenth century. It is a good 
instance of a Perpendicular adaptation of an Early English design. 
The stained glass given by its benefactor, William Burges, Garter- 
King-at-Arms, is, some of it, of great beauty.

At two o'clock there was a Public Luncheon in the Assembly 
Rooms, presided over by the Mayor of Stamford, to which about 
200 ladies and gentlemen sat down.

After the usual compliments the company separated, some to 
join an excursion to Burghley House, with an examination of 
S. Martin's Church on their return, others to pay a visit to the 
interesting churches of Uffington and Barnack.

Those who visited Burghley were, of course, much delighted 
with its many attractions—its pictures, sculptures, and works of 
art. S. Martin's Church, Stamford, also amply repaid a visit. It 
is a splendid specimen of the Perpendicular style : it has been well 
described as " almost a faultless specimen of a town church, with 
a lofty, well-proportioned, and unencumbered interior, which might 
well be taken as a model by modern church designers." The 
party that visited Uffington and Barnack was much interested 
in the examination of the village churches, that of Barnack being 
undoubtedly one of the most notable examples in the country of 
the earlier Romanesque, as developed in England before the 
Norman conquest.

A PUBLIC EVENING MEETING

Was held in the Assembly Room, Stamford, at eight o'clock, when 
the chair was taken by the Right Rev. the Bishop of Lincoln, 
who, after a few opening remarks, called upon the REV. G. A. 
POOLE to read his Paper

FRAGMENTS OF DIOCESAN HISTORY IN THE TIME 
OF CHARLES I. AND CHARLES II.,

In which he described the troubles of the clergy in the Peter 
borough diocese during those times of civil strife.

MB. NHALE, F.S.A., followed with a carefully prepared Paper on 

S. MARTIN'S AND S. MARY'S CHURCHES, STAMFORD,

In which he let the stones tell their own history. He suggested 
that at S. Martin's there should be a record stating where much 
of the very fine glass came from. Referring to the west door of 
S. Mary's, Mr. Neale differed with other writers, and gave reasons
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for believing that the pointed arch and the semicircular one 
beneath it are the work of the same architect. He suggested that 
the tower be opened out into the church.

The REV. C. NEVINSON, premising that they had been listening 
to the old stones of Stamford, and would be anxious to know how 
they came there, proceeded to read an admirable little sketch 
entitled

NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF STAMFORD.

A vote of thanks to the readers of Papers having been proposed 
by the Right Rev. the Bishop of Nottingham, and seconded by the 
Mayor of Stamford, was put to the meeting by the Right Rev. the 
President, who with some well-chosen words closed the meeting.

Thursday, 29th May, 1879.

A Second Excursion was made by a large number of the 
members and friends of the Associated Societies under the guidance 
of the Right Rev. the Bishop of Nottingham. The following 
places were visited : *

KETTON.
On approaching this church one cannot fail to be struck with 

the admirable character of the tower and spire, which stand out 
as a remarkable .and beautiful specimen of the period. The 
outline is extremely well designed and pleasing. It is a singularly 
graceful broach spire rising from an equally graceful tower—a 
steeple which has been styled the lovely Queen of the grand and 
majestic S. Mary's at Stamford. Unfortunately the strength of the 
tower and spire seems to have somewhat collapsed, and the truly 
beautiful run of the latter seems to be in danger of being marred, a 
twist near the apex being seen as we near the structure. The 
extraordinary lightness of the belfry windows deserves attention. 
With regard to the body of the fabric the church remains much 
as it was originally, all of it being of one date—late Transitional, 
i.e., when the Norman style had almost died out and the Early 
English had begun. The west end is a most beautiful specimen 
of that period, the fine semicircular and pointed arches, with the 
rich ornamentation that is introduced, being well worthy of attention 
and admiration. The Bishop Suffragan cautioned the less ex 
perienced against being deceived by the mixed character of the

* The Editor aVails himself of an excellent Report of this Excursion which 
appeared in the columns of The Stamford Mercury.
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arch : it must he put to the very hirth of the Early English 
period. He was told it was of the time of Bishop Hugh. The 
labels inside finish in the Cistercian mask. Inside, it will be 
seen the church is cruciform, and of great beauty and lightness 
and airiness. We have here lightness of architectural design 
carried to excess. Although the aisles are very narrow, the bays 
are very wide and the arches are extremely lofty. This narrowness 
of the aisles, it was pointed out, is characteristic of the early 
period. Mr. Fowler, of Louth, could not help remarking the 
beauty of the arcades. The clerestory was afterwards added, and 
the pitch of the original roof is distinctly marked outside. The 
windows were subsequently altered from the original design. The 
tower, happily, does not interfere with access to the east end of 
the choir, as is so often the case where central towers are met 
with. The triplet at the east end is modern, but it replaces very 
well indeed that which no doubt originally existed. At present 
the chancel is not finished; but it requires very little indeed to 
make it that which will be very desirable. The Bishop congratu 
lated those who were interested in this parish on possessing such 
a beautiful gem of architectural skill and taste, and the members 
might also be extremely thankful to one of their own society who 
had done so very much indeed towards the restoration of this 
most beautiful church—one who was well-known throughout for 
his great skill and great taste not only in architecture but the arts 
in general. This allusion was to the Kev. F. Sutton, who was 
formerly curate of the parish.

NORTH LUFFENHAM.

The church here is approached from the main road by a well- 
kept path, flanked on one side by the shrubbery of the Rectory, 
and on the other by a wall: in the latter is an opening through 
which, it is supposed, the people at the Old Hall used to give 
doles to the poor. The church consists of nave with aisles, north 
porch, tower, and chancel. On nearing the structure the attention 
of the visitors was naturally attracted towards the tower and spire 
(Early English), which they could not fail to compare with that 
most beautiful tower and spire they had just left. It was remark 
able for its excellent spire sitting so well on its tower, and also 
for the size of the staircase in connection with it, forming rather 
a very peculiar feature—a very conspicuous one. Round the 
summit they would see the Cistercian mask, which clearly indicated 
its date. The beautiful arcades of the nave and aisles are varied 
in character, and it was with regret that they were seen to be so 
much out of plumb. The responds had probably been altered, 
as they are later in character. The foliage of one or two of the 
pillar capitals is rather remarkable. There are some good specimens
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of painting on the arches. The beautiful pillar at the east end of 
the north aisle was cut away to admit of an entrance to the roodloft. 
The chancel is good in many respects, but less interesting than 
the nave. Its windows are of the fourteenth century. One of 
them attracted particular attention. The head is formed of a 
swelling triangle with a trefoil in the centre, and it has other 
characteristics worthy of observation. It is said there is a similar 
window at Stanton S. John's, and another in the Black Forest. 
There are two low-side windows—one on each side of the chancel. 
There is some beautiful fourteenth century glass: in the three- 
light window are represented under canopies Mary Magdalene, 
S. Barbara, and S. Edward, with shields underneath; and in 
another window, filled with fragments, are the arms of an heiress 
of the Wake family who married the father of Edward the Black 
Prince. All these shields, we believe, were described in the 
Gentleman's Magazine of 1862. There is a double sedilia of two 
trefoiled ogees of open tracery under square heads, the whole 
thickly studded with the ball flower—an ornament which is always 
beautiful and acceptable. In the wall at the back of the sedilia is 
a brass plate to the memory of Archdeacon Johnson, founder of 
the Grammar Schools of Oakham and Uppingham. There is also 
a mural monument to one of the Digby family. There are just 
traces of the early roof, and in the lower part of the interior of 
the tower is a Norman relic showing the billet moulding. Charters 
relating to grants to the parish, ranging between the years 1308 
and 1420, were submitted for inspection. The Hall at Lufienham, 
said to be of the time of James I., was examined by some of the 
party.

EDITH WESTON.
Here the visitors found a tower and spire of quite a totally 

different character and date. It is a late specimen of the Perpen 
dicular period, and good of its kind; but one could not fail to at 
once see how ill spires sit on towers without any visible junction 
with the two. When we get inside the fabric, to one's great 
surprise, where we should expect to find a Perpendicular church 
corresponding with the tower and spire, we find to our great 
delight a nave of the same date and character as that just visited 
at North Luflenham. The earliest portion of the church is the 
chancel arch and the aisle arcading on the north side. There are 
several features of interest in the arches, notably the gradual 
development of the square abacus into a more ornamental feature 
before it assumed the character of the rotund specimens on the 
opposite side. The older portion of the church may be assigned 
to 1190, the south aisle arcade is probably ten or twenty years 
later. There is evidence of the existence of a transept forming 
a chantry chapel. The modern chancel was spoken of as being
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exceedingly good, and inquiry was made as to the name of the 
architect. There are several mural monuments, chiefly to the 
Halford family, the oldest of which is dated 1627. One or two 
quaintly carved bench-ends are preserved.

EXTON.

After the party had entered the church they were addressed as 
follows by the Bishop :—" When we first approach, in this case as 
in all the others, the tower and spire is by far the most conspicuous 
feature. And here we have an example of another tower and spire 
which we are very glad to examine for our own profit and pleasure 
to-day. We have seen two excellent specimens of broach spires 
covering very excellent towers, then we had one of the Perpen 
dicular period, where the junction of the tower with the spire is 
concealed by a parapet. The means of junction ought to be trans 
parent. But here at Exton we have a remarkable specimen of the 
junction between the spire and tower. If you will run your 
eye up the spire and compare its height with the tower below, I 
think your eye will be satisfied. You will see that the spire as a 
whole bears a true proportion to the tower below it. If you take 
in those conspicuous features connected with the spire you will 
begin to doubt whether these adjuncts overload it. But then we 
come to examine the details, and you will soon see why this effect 
is produced, namely, by those large turret features at the angles of 
the tower. These are very beautiful in themselves, but are of an 
exceptional character. And then again from these rises an 
octagonal feature which breaks very considerably into the run of 
the spire; and we have only a small spire proper at the top of all. 
It is a very beautiful and handsome spire, and I think these obser 
vations will lead you to examine it more carefully. We began to 
be afraid that the whole church had been rebuilt, such is the 
appearance externally; but when we come inside we find a most 
remarkable and a very beautiful parish church still remaining. 
There are some features here well worthy of observation. In the 
first place it is very excellent in cruciform, and has been arranged 
so as not to interfere with the sight and the sound from one end to 
the other. In the next place you will not fail to admire the 
extreme loftiness and airiness of the whole fabric. The arcades 
are carried by very light pillars, which are doing good service to 
the church, standing as upright and firm as they ever did, and are 
sufficient to do their work although so slender, which is a very 
admirable characteristic in all parish churches, as interfering as 
little as possible with public worship. The arcades are of the 
same date, although differing in character and detail. There are 
some features here extremely beautiful. The capital of the north 
east pillar of the nave is as perfect as need be. The introduction
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of masks at intervals among the foliage in capitals is a fancy of 
the designer—not one, perhaps, to be commended, but it is a 
characteristic to be seen here and in another church we have 
visited. The capitals of the south arcade are too ' squeezy.' The 
mouldings of the arches are different. However these features 
may have arisen, they give pleasing variety and satisfy the eye. 
We think [a consultation of experts had been held] that the date 
of the whole church must be as nearly as possible coeval. The 
chancel has been entirely rebuilt. But there is another charac 
teristic of this church which will catch the eye and please the 
artists who are here—the pleasing effect of the old funeral banners 
of the family connected with the ancient church, together with 
the helms surmounted by the crest, and in some cases the sur- 
coats, which were borne at funerals, in addition to the coronets, of 
persons who occupied the position of peers of England. They 
are interesting from their antiquity, and as reminiscences of state 
funerals in days of old. None of you must suppose that these 
trappings were ever worn in warfare: the helms were simply 
supplied by the undertakers of funerals, and were borne either on 
the coffin or by officers of the household of the deceased nobleman. 
There is here a very interesting series of monuments connected 
with this noble family, whose hospitality we are about to partake 
of, and they will be shortly explained to you by my friend on the 
left, who has kindly undertaken to finish that which I am myself 
unable to perform." The Rev. G. Knox then gave a short account 
of Exton and a full description of the interesting monuments, 
together with brief notices of the people whom they represent. 
There are two series of monuments—the Noels and Harriugtons, 
and there is one to a Kelway. Upon some of them Nollekens and 
Grinling Gibbons were engaged.

The members of the societies then repaired to the mansion, 
where they were entertained at luncheon by the Earl of Gains 
borough.

EMPINGHAM.
This church sadly needed a visit, if that visit is likely to be the 

means of leading up to a proper restoration of the fabric. After a 
brief stroll round the building and a hurried plying of pencil and 
note-book, the visitors gathered in the nave, where Bishop Trollope 
delivered the following impromptu remarks:—"We can scarcely 
approach this church without feelings of great admiration and 
interest when we look upon the tower and spire, different to any 
we have seen yet, and remarkable for its beauty. First, as to 
form and outline, it is extremely agreeable to the eye; then as a 
piece of masonry it is very perfect indeed; and next as to detail 
it is extremely charming. We were much struck by the cornice 
of the parapet, in which the ball flower appears to great advantage
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indeed. It has the assumed stalk of the ball-flower in waving 
outline beautifully intermingled with the ball-flower itself. Then 
we have some beautiful arcading which is worthy of the attention 
of all who care for detail such as this. When we have entered this 
church we find much to interest us and much that is exceedingly 
beautiful. Here we have two arcades, which would lose none of 
their beauty if divested of the manifold coats of. whitewash and 
other washes. These arcades differ : on one side there are square 
capitals and semicircular arches with chamfered features; on the 
other we have pointed arcading with circular pillars. Originally 
this church had no clerestory at all, but there was no doubt a roof 
sufficient to cover the aisles. Subsequently transepts were added, 
which are of the Perpendicular period. We have several speci 
mens of lancets throughout this church, which are always agreeable 
in their simplicity of form. We have varied treatment of couplets 
of lancets. This irregularity of treatment combined with regularity 
is always pleasing. The position of that facade (pointing to it) is 
worthy of attention. The east window has an intersecting lancet,, 
but it is not quite so agreeable. There is a baldness about the 
east end of the chancel which I hope may be removed before long. 
We should be indebted to those who have the care of this church 
if they could give it a little more life in order to remedy that which 
we now see. We have noticed the exquisite beauty of the west 
doorway and the beautiful ornaments connected with it; and I 
think I shall best expend the last minute or two that is allowed to 
us if I use the time, as I hope, for the benefit of this fabric. I am 
certain of this, that while those who are most skilled in ecclesias 
tical architecture and are most interested in the treatment of 
churches would deprecate any restoration that might interfere with 
the original features good of their kind, we are anxious as reasonable 
persons that restoration on true principles should always be adopted 
even with the most beautiful and ancient parish churches. If I 
were to ask you to give your verdict, I put it to you whether that 
verdict would not be, ' We are most thankful to God, and most 
thankful to those who originally erected this beautiful and this 
commodious house of prayer, but we deeply regret to see it in its 
present condition. In the first place, we would have it cleansed 
from all those impurities on the surface of this building; we are 
most desirous to throw down the gallery and open out the tower 
arch; to have the pews replaced by open benches; that the chancel 
should be fitted with solid carved oak fittings; and that the east 
end should be restored to something of its original beauty.' Let 
me plead that some measures may be taken for its restoration. 
We should be most thankful to those most interested in this 
parish if they would be so good as to attend to our words, and we 
should esteem this day most happy if it leads to the consummation 
of a wish so natural to ourselves as members of the Church of 

o VOL V.
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England, desiring that the worship of Almighty God should be 
conducted in a beautiful house of prayer well adapted to the common 
use of all our members, from the highest peer to the lowest peasant."

TIOKENCOTE.
The great point of interest in the church here is a most mag 

nificent chancel arch. It is really a great curiosity as well as an 
object of great beauty. One cannot but notice the extraordinary 
depth of its mouldings, six members one after another all vieing 
with one another in architectural and ornamental fancy. It is 
rather late in the Norman period. The objectionable outline is 
occasioned by faulty construction. The Bishop Suffragan said he 
was informed that at one of the restorations of the church those 
who were engaged thought it would be very desirable indeed if the 
old chancel arch could be rebuilt by themselves, and they per 
petually poured water into the masonry in the hope that it would 
succumb and that an order would be given for its reconstruction. 
Happily that order was not given, and the arch has been preserved 
to us in its original form. The whole of the present nave is of 
entirely new construction. Of the ancient chancel there are some 
remains—the corpus ; and the groining of the roof, if not ancient, 
has been restored as it was formerly. The wooden effigy in solid 
oak was by Mr. Bloxam believed to 'be of the time of Richard II.; 
the Bishop's feelings oscillated between Edward III. and Richard n. 
The bowl of the font is Transitional: it has intersecting arches 
worked on the faces.

Those of the party who were members of the societies were 
invited to tea at the Hall by Mr. Wingfield, and Mr. Bent, the 
Incumbent, similarly entertained some of the non-members.

The carriages arrived at Stamford between five and six o'clock, 
in time for the table d'hote.

THE SECOND PUBLIC EVENING MEETING

Was held in the Assembly Room, Stamford, at eight o'clock: the 
Right Rev. the Bishop of Nottingham in the chair.

In the room were exhibited large coloured drawings of mural 
decorations met with in stripping off the plaster from the walls of 
Friskney church, near Boston. The Chairman said the paintings 
which had thus been exposed to view were of the fifteenth century, 
and that a long series had been found under the clerestory windows 
of the church. Some of them were wholly unintelligible, and at 
present their meaning could only be guessed at; bul one was a 
representation of the Nativity represented in a conventional manner, 
all the details being perfectly intelligibly given. Some of the 
figures were very rudely drawn, especially the hands and hair.
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Another was the Virgin ascending to Heaven with the Holy Angels 
around her. The others could only be deciphered accurately by 
skilled persons. As the cost of the restoration of Friskney church 
had already been so heavy, it was unfair to call upon the parishioners; 
and he would be glad of contributions from members or friends who 
were interested in works of art in order that these examples might 
be preserved.

Two Papers were read: one by THE REV. MACKENZIE E. C. 
WALCOTT, F.S.A., on

THE ARRANGEMENT OF SECULAR CATHEDRAL
CLOSES;

the other by THE REV. R. A. CAYLEY, on the

ARTIFICIAL LIGHTING OF CHURCHES,

both of which are printed in the Volume of the Associated 
Societies for 1879.

A vote of thanks was accorded to the readers of papers; and 
the Mayor of Stamford expressed the gratitude of the inhabitants 
of the borough in being allowed to mingle with the members in 
their excursions. His Worship also remarked that he hoped the 
time was not distant when Southwell would have the same 
advantages as Truro.

A vote of thanks to the Rev. C. Nevinson, the local secretary, 
was heartily accorded to him for the arduous services he had 
rendered in promoting the success of this very successful meeting.

July 28th, 1879. 

THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.

The following new members were elected :—
William Henry Higgins, Esq., Leicester, M.B.; George Fydell 

Rowley, Esq., Morcott Hall, Rutland; Mrs. Dawson Rowley, 
Brighton; and the Rev. Andrew Trollope, rector of Carlton 
Curlieu, Leicestershire.

The following objects were exhibited :—
By ME. AGAR : Several photographs of churches and objects of 

interest, visited during the meeting of the societies at Stamford.
By MR. HUNT : An ancient knife (early seventeenth century), 

with ivory handle, found at Galby on pulling down an old house : 
also, an impression of the great seal of James I., and two smaller 
seals of the Duchy of Lancaster, of James I., and Charles I. The
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seals had all been affixed to documents. Mr. Hunt also exhibited 
a stamped almanack for the year 1735, entitled " The British 
Telescope," being an " Ephemeris of the Ccelestial Motions," by 
Edmund Weaver, London, printed by A. Parker, for the Stationers' 
Company. Mr. Hunt also exhibited a book of rentals in Bourne, 
belonging to Charles Fox, Esq., due Michaelmas, 1682, containing 
this memorandum: "Elizabeth Carr Trollope, married Charles 
Fox, Esq., uncle to the present Lord Holland, but died without 
issue, and this estate reverted to the Trollopes, from whom it came 
to George Pochin, 1761." Mr. Hunt also exhibited a deed of 
grant of armorial bearings to William Gente, of Norton, near 
Daventry, gentleman, dated 1560, signed by William Hervy, 
Clarencieux king-at-arms. Some discussion arose as to the 
appearance of the coat of arms emblazoned in the margin, in 
which the silver paint used to represent "argent" had become 
corroded or discoloured, and appeared to be blue or "azure." 
This, it was remarked, had often occasioned a mistake to be made 
in describing coats of arms, and probably it may have caused Sir 
Walter Scott's mistake in describing Marmion's shield, "E'en 
such a falcon on his shield soared sable in an azure field;" and it 
might also, it was suggested, account for the change of the sign 
of the Silver Boar (the badge or crest of Pdchard IH.), to the 
Blue Boar at Leicester.

By MR. THOS. NORTH, F.S.A.: An original charter, dated at 
Sewstern, on Friday next after the Feast of Saints Perpetua and 
Felicitas, in the third year of Edward III. (1328-9), by which 
Geoffry de Mo'rton, of Sewstern, granted two selions of arable 
land, with grass headlands lying in the fields of Sewstern, in a 
certain quarantine which is called Fulwell's Hill, to Thomas de 
Blasceton, of Sewstern, his heirs and assigns for ever. This 
charter (which was beautifully written) is on a scrap of parchment 
nine inches long by two and a half inches broad. The seal is 
unfortunately broken. Mr. North remarked that there are three 
or four enclosed fields in the parish of Sewstern, Leicestershire, 
still known by the name of " Fulwells," doubtless the identical 
property conveyed under this charter, of which the following is a 
full copy:—

Sciant psentes 't fut'i q'd ego Galfridus de Morton de Seustern dedi cocessi 't hac 
p'senti carta mea cofirmaui Thoffl de Blasceton de Seustern 't hered'' 't assig'tis suis 
duos selioes t're arabil' cu Capitibz herbos' iacent' in Camp' de Seustern in q"dam 
q'renten que vocat* Fulwellehill q°rs vne selio iacet int' t'ram Hugon Bonde ex pte 
orient' 't t'rara Will'mi Broun ex pte oocid', 't abbuttat s'r patum Abb'tis 't Conuent' 
de Valle Dei vers' bor', et alius selio iaeet int' t'ram Hugon Bond ex pte orient' 't 
abbuttat sr' p"tu p'd'cors Abb'tis 't Conuet' v's'bor', H'nds 't tenends p'd'cos selioes 
t're cu Capit' herbos' lib'tatibz aysiamentis 't ofliibz aliis ptinenciis suis De Capit' 
d'nis feodi p s'uicia inde debita 't cosuela p'fato Thofli 't hered' 't assig*t' suis lib'e 
q'ete b'n 'tin pace in feodo 't hereditate inppetuu j> q"dam sum a pecuie qam m'dedit 
p'manibz, Et ego d'cs Galf'r 't hered 1 mei p'd'cos selioes t're cu Capit' herbos' 't aliis 
suis ptinenciis vt p'd'cm est p'fato Thoffl 't hered1 't assigH suis cot" bines gentes
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warantizabim' inppetuu In cui'rei testimoiu p'senti carte sigillu meu apposiii Hiia 
testibz Joh'e le Wayth de Seustern Eog'o Page Hugon Russell Oalfrido Russell de 
ead' Will'o cl'ioo 't aliis Dat' ap'd Seustern die ven'is p°x' p't f m S'cars P'petue 't 
Felicitat' Anno regn Reg' Edward t'cii p't coquest' t'c'o.
[Indorsed] Carta Galf de Mortofi do Seustern de duobz selion t'r arabil'.

[Translation.]
Know ye all present and to oome that I Geoffrey de Morton of Sewstern have given 
granted and by this my present charter have confirmed to Thomas de Blasceton of 
Sewstern and his heirs and assigns two selions of arable land with grass headlands 
lying in the fields of Sewstern in a certain quarentine which is called Fulwellehill 
whereof one selion lieth between the land of Hugh Bonde on the east side and the 
land of William Broun on the west side, and abutteth upon the meadow of the 
Abbot and Convent of Vaudej* towards the north, and the other selion lieth between 
the land of Hugh Bonde on the east side and abutteth upon the meadow of the 
aforesaid Abbot and Convent towards the north, To have and to hold the aforesaid 
selions of land with grass headlands liberties easements and all other their appur 
tenances of the chief lords of the fee by the services therefor due and accustomed 
to the aforesaid Thomas and his heirs and assigns freely quit well and in peace in 
fee and inheritance for ever for a certain sum of money which he gave to me in 
hand. And I the said Geoffrey and my heirs will warrant the aforesaid selions of 
land with grass headlands and their other appurtenances as is aforesaid to the afore 
said Thomas and his heirs and assigns against all people for ever In witness 
wherof to the present charter I have set my seal These being witnesses John le 
Wayth of Sewstern Roger Page Hugh Russell Geoffrey Russell of the same William 
clerk and others Given at Sewstern on Friday next after the feast of Saints Perpetua 
and Felicitas in the year of the reign of King Edward the Third after the conquest 
the third [1338-9],

[Indorsed] Charter of Geoffrey de Morton of Sewstern concerning two selions of 
arable land.

By CAPTAIN WHITBY: A copy of a letter dated 12th March, 
1797, to the then Duke of Rutland, apparently relating to the 
formation of the Leicestershire Yeomanry Cavalry; and also copy 
of a letter dated 16th May, 1798, to Mr. Thomas Farmer, of 
Leicester, who was then Clerk to the Lieutenancy, both from the 
Duke of Beaufort, the then Lord Lieutenant of this county.

By MAJOK BELLAIRS : The three coins exhibited at last bi 
monthly meeting, and he read the remarks of Rev. Canon Pownall, 
F.S.A., thereon. One of these coins is a copper coin size of a 
halfpenny,—Obv: head profile—facing right—hair long—legend 
GLACIOUS DEI PAX; Rev: harp crowned—legend HEBRIDES 
1781. The Rev. Canon Pownall remarked on this coin : "I regard 
the curiosity which you have sent me, and I thank you for sending 
it, as the freak of some die-sinker's apprentice, about a hundred 
years ago ! In George III.'s reign there were halfpence struck for 
Ireland in 1781 and 1782. The coin you have sent me is one of 
these of the date 1781, only some idle fellow has thought well to 
alter the lettering. If you examine it carefully, you will observe 
that in the grotesque legend (on the obverse) some of the letters 
have been altered, and" some have not. Wherever an alteration

Or Valle Dei near Bourn, LiacolnBhire.
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has been made in that, or in turning " Hibernia " into " Hebrides," 
the altered letters are countersunk a good deal (I think that is the 
word for it). The surface of the metal has been tooled away so as 
to admit an alteration in the form of the lettering. I must say 
when I first looked at the coin I was a little perplexed, for the 
king's head and the harp are undeniably correct—looking enough 
so to take in anybody in attempting to determine what the coin 
may be, that is to say, they look as genuine as they are. The little 
silver coin is not one of the Edwards [this was described as a 
small silver coin much injured of one of the Edwards], though it 
is of that period, and resembles their pennies on the reverse. The 
obverse is not very easy to make out, but I think I can do so. 
The coin I take to be one of the ' counterfeit sterlings' issued 
abroad to imitate the English money of that Edwardian age, and 
though not at all clear, I think you may see on the obverse some 
thing like that which appears on a sterling of John Duke of 
Brabant, and is supposed to represent the Castle of Hamburg. I 
read three letters at the beginning of the legend, and from them 
only it is not very safe to make an ascription of the coin ' A CO.' 
I only say I consider ' A' to be the initial of the Prince's name, 
and ' CO ' to be part of ' Comes.' There was an Arnold, Count of 
Loos, in 1280, of whose sterling I possess two, neither of which 
however resembles this. The Irish farthing (the other coin ex 
hibited) is, of course, well-known. I will exhibit some day the 
half-farthing, which is less known, and I think really very scarce."

September 29th, 1879. 

ME. THOMAS NEVINSON in the chair.

After the transaction of business in Committee, Mr. F. Ordish 
presented the Society with a photograph of a proposed design for 
mural decorations in the chancel of S. Leonard's Church, 
Leicester.

November 24<fc, 1879. 

ME. THOMAS NEVINSON in the chair.

After the transaction of business in Committee the following 
curiosities, &c., were exhibited:—

By ME. W. J. FREER : Sixteen small late Roman brass coins,
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found by a navvy during some of the railway works lately pro 
ceeding in this county, but where could not be ascertained.

By the REV. J. B. DIOKSON, LL.D.: A-diploma of Sir Walter 
Scott, Bart., as a member of the Societe de Antiquaires de 
Normandie, dated 10th January, 1829; and also an old French 
passport, for Sir Walter and his daughter, and their valet and 
lady's maid—interesting as containing autographs of Sir Walter 
and Polignac.

By MR. AGAE : A Victoria crown-piece, in the Mint state; and 
also a badge of the Pitt Club, consisting of a beautifully executed 
miniature portrait (in relief) of Pitt, handsomely set in silver gilt 
frame, with loop for suspension.

By CAPTAIN WHITBY : Two small fragments of pottery—being 
the bases of two jars (one with a potter's mark)—discovered in 
the Abbey Meadow, who also read the following account given to 
him by the finder:—" On looking at the working party in the 
Abbey Meadow, I am surprised to see but little soil on the surface, 
and immediately under a marley clay, then sand and gravel, then 
solid clay, under which lies a deposit of fine sand and black mud, 
and under the black mud I saw bones of animals. The horse 
(skull perfect), boar tusks (gnawing teeth perfect), and in the sand 
above I saw the skull of a man, in which, on examination, I 
observed that the left side of the base of the skull was much the 
largest, the forehead small, and over the eye holes a projecting 
ridge, which must have given a scowling appearance to the 
countenance, and another ridge at the base of the skull behind. It 
appeared to be that of a young man, well developed, and was of 
the ordinary size. Near to this skull, but eight or nine feet 
deeper, under the deposits named, in mud and clay, were the two 
pieces of pottery, which I believe to be Roman."

MAJOR BELLAIRS read the following Paper :—

ROMAN LEICESTER: FURTHER REMARKS THEREON.

I FEEL great diffidence in offering this Paper to this Society, as it 
is not a new subject, and has been dealt with by far more learned 
archaeologists than myself, among others by the late Mr. James 
Thompson, and it is also treated of in Nichols' History of this 
County. There are three Papers published in our Transactions 
relating to this subject, all by Mr. Thompson; one is entitled, 
The Jewry Wall, Leicester: Observations thereon (vol. i. p. 298); 
another entitled, Roman Leicester, as illustrated by recent Dis 
coveries (vol. ii. p. 20); and some further remarks (vol. 3, p. 113). 
There has been, however, very little attention paid to this subject 
for some years, and as new discoveries of the Roman period are 
being constantly made, I hope to revive the interest formerly taken 
in it.



220 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

Some years ago, after a few remarks made upon the discovery 
of leaden coffins in Newarke Street, a suggestion was made which 
emanated from myself that all Roman discoveries in the town and 
neighbourhood should be marked on a plan to be kept by the 
Society; and in a note by Mr. North made to this remark in the 
Transactions of this Society, it appears that such a plan did exist, 
and was presented to the Society by the Borough Surveyor, and 
was in the care of Mr. Thompson. I do not know whether this 
Plan is in existence, but it has never been in the custody of the 
Society. I have made such a Plan (which I exhibit) being a rough 
tracing from the map of Leicester, recently made by the Borough 
Surveyor, of such part as I think necessary, and have marked upon 
it the sites of such discoveries of Roman remains as I know of. 
The foundations of the buildings are indicated by a red mark 
showing the extent of them, and those of pottery and debris by a 
red cross.

We have only one piece of Roman building now remaining 
above ground, " The Jewry Wall," which, as Mr. Thompson has 
clearly shown (though he did not originate the idea), was the 
west entrance gateway of the old Roman city called Ratae. He 
proves this from the foundations evidently belonging to the same 
building continuing in a straight line so far as to show it was part 
of a wall extending due north and south; and he conjectures that 
after the Roman town had extended further westward it was used as 
part of a temple or other roofed building. The appearance of both 
sides of this ruin from drawings made by Dr. Stukeley in 1722, 
show that it was on the outward side a wall pierced by two entrance 
gates. I will take an extract from Mr. Thompson's paper. He 
says, " The drawing will show us what the fabric looked like in its 
original condition to a person approaching the city from its western 
or river quarter. To the legionary, for example, on his way from 
the south along the Fosse and the road downward from that part to 
' Ratse.' It is almost apparent the two openings are not those of 
a building but of a town wall. One seems intended for ingress 
to the station, the other for egress, and the size of the openings 
indicates such an intention, for they were nine feet wide and 
twelve feet high, wide enough and high enough for men on horse 
back to pass through, or for waggons to be driven through. At 
Borcovicus (Housesteads), on the wall of Hadrian, the western 
gateway has two portals or passages, and the outer face is level 
with the wall of the station as in the case before us."

I may mention that Ratae was, it is supposed, built or founded 
about the time of Hadrian, from the fact of the Roman milestone 
in our local museum being dedicated to him. Mr. Thompson also 
conjectures (with great probability, amounting almost to certainty) 
that the Roman walls of Ratse, and the mediaeval walls of Lei 
cester, were on the same foundations, or were closely parallel to
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each other, excepting the west wall. The lines of the mediaeval 
walls are very clearly pointed out by the known position of the 
town gates and the parish boundaries. I have drawn on my plan 
what would be about the position of the Eoman walls, and according 
to this they form a parallelogram of about 800 yards by 520 yards, 
which would be very nearly 500 Roman paces, or half a Eoman mile 
by 325 paces. The gates would as usual, be in the centre of each 
side, but they do not correspond in any instance with the mediaeval 
gates which were situated at the places now called North, South, 
and East Gates, and the West Bridge; the Jewry Wall would 
exactly correspond with the place where the Eoman West Gate 
would be. On drawing streets direct through the centre of this 
supposed Roman town, from north to south and east to west, as 
usual, the first thing that strikes you is that these streets do not 
coincide with any of the mediaeval or modern streets. The reason 
of this would probably be that the destruction of the Roman 
towns was complete and thorough, and it was a long time ere they 
were rebuilt, and sometimes not at all. But it is very remarkable 
that the street from north to south would pass close by the east 
end of S. Martin's Church and also by All Saints' Church, and 
that from east to west close to the site where S. Peter's Church 
formerly stood, and also through S. Nicholas' Church. It is 
traditional that two of these churches (S. Martin and S. Nicholas) 
were built upon the site of Roman Temples, and the discovery of 
the portion of a Roman colonade, consisting of two Doric bases in 
situ, lying due east and west, would confirm tradition as to S. 
Martin's Church, and it seems very probable that a Roman Temple 
of Janus was placed on the site of S. Nicholas' Church, as asserted by 
tradition, and that the other mediaeval intramural churches were 
also the sites of Roman Temples. Another discovery of Roman 
columns, in situ, was at the corner of S. Nicholas Street. Now 
if, as is usual, the main cross roads through a Roman town went 
through the Forum, forming two sides of it, and supposing that 
the Temple discovered at S. Martin's faced into the Forum, and 
that the columns in S. Nicholas Street were part of a building also 
facing the Forum, we obtain a rectangular central space which I 
conjecture was the Forum of Ratse. I think you will find, as 
might be expected if this was the case, that no Roman discoveries 
(at least contrary to this theory) have been found in this area, but 
many all round it. The two streets crossing the Roman town 
would pass through this supposed Forum on the north and east 
sides (not through the centre, which would be inconvenient).

Mr. Thompson mentions a Roman wall discovered in a line 
from All Saints' Church to the Borough Gaol, which he considered 
to be the foundation of a line of buildings facing the viaprincipalis, 
but this could never have been in the centre of the Roman town ; 
it was probably a street parallel to the principal street, as I have
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drawn it, and would enter my supposed Forum at the other or 
north-west corner, where the church of S. Peter formerly stood. 
The East Gate would be in East Bond Street, opposite Messrs. 
Johnson's factory, where much pottery and Roman remains have 
been found in what would seem to have been a Roman dust heap. 
The North Gate would be a little to the east of the place now 
called North Gates, and a road straight from thence would cross 
the river close to, but below, the present North Bridge. The 
South Gate would be in Millstone Lane, opposite Rupert Street. 
Mr. Thompson also mentions a foundation wall and column dis 
covered in Blue Boar Lane, and there is the tessellated pavement 
discovered in Silver Street which makes it probable that these were 
Roman streets. Another Roman dust heap seems to have been in 
S. Nicholas Street, on premises belonging to Mr. Sarson.

I will now proceed to look at the approaches to Ratse. The 
principal Roman road to Leicester was the Fosse Road from High 
Cross (Bennones) on the Watling Street. In Nichols' History of 
the County is a letter from Mr. Leman " On the IJoman Roads 
and Stations in Leicestershire." He writes as follows of the Fosse 
Road, speaking as coming from the East:—

" In Leicester it joins the Via Devana, and both continuing 
through the town together, leave it by the Great Gateway still 
remaining, but which has, I know not for what trifling reason, 
been called The Temple of Janus, and passing the meadow 
opposite King Richard's Bridge, where its original breadth is still 
visible, it suddenly turns to the left (on crossing the second branch 
of the Soar) over the Meadow, and gaining its old bearing joins 
the Narborough turnpike."

This letter was apparently written before the canal was made, 
but after the introduction of turnpikes. The meadow alluded to 
as opposite King Richard's Bridge is now the Canal Wharf and 
Railway Station, and the other meadow where Great Holme Street 
now is. There formerly existed at King Richard's or Bow Bridge, 
beside the mediaeval Bridge of five arches, a bridge of peculiarly 
bold construction, spanning the river by a single arch (these two 
bridges are distinctly marked in Speed's plan, 1610). This single 
arch was destroyed in 1791, but there are two drawings of it in 
Nichols, by which you will see the character of this structure, and I 
think any of us looking at these drawings will say that this arch is 
more like Roman than mediaeval work. The name Bow was derived 
from the bow of this arch, and is suggestive of its Roman origin. 
We have the same name given to other Roman arch structures, as 
the Stone Bow at Lincoln. This was only a foot bridge, and is 
described as having had no parapets, but it may have had them 
formerly, or perhaps handrails of wood—it was used in the 
mediaeval times as a footway for the monks of S. Augustine to get 
to their garden, and the well of S. Augustine which is now the site
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of Bow Bridge Works. The river in the Roman times was 
probably crossed with horses and carriages by a ford, but in times 
of flood, to prevent passengers being delayed, or to communicate 
with the Roman suburb or inn at the Cherry Orchard, this bridge 
was constructed, and (if the branch of the river under the town 
then existed) the road crossed by another bridge and ascended by 
steps and by paths winding round right and left for horsemen 
and chariots to the West Gate. There are traces of another 
Roman road coming to Bow Bridge, (which Mr. Leman considers 
but I do not agree with him to be the continuation of 
the Via Devana) which, from that point went in a westerly 
direction, and is now represented by King Richard's Road 
—this road, if it served no other purpose, would lead direct 
to the ancient earthwork called Ratby Burrows, but would no 
doubt be continued beyond: it would be useful for the supply of 
fuel to the town from the Forest, or perhaps, coal from Bag- 
worth. Mr. Thompson considers this to be merely a lane from 
what is called the Fosse Road to Ratae. But this so-called 
Fosse Road is* not a direct continuation of the Roman Fosse from 
High Cross, but branches from it, and looks to me that it would 
be of more use to travellers and pilgrims to and from the Abbey 
of Leicester, to enable them to reach the Roman Fosse Road so as 
to avoid going through the town and crossing the river twice, and 
perhaps paying toll, or for lepers to obtain shelter in the Hospital of 
S. Leonard, as they would not be allowed in the town; it is very unlike 
a Roman road, but it may have been made by the Romans for similar 
purposes, or when the floods blocked up the direct road to the west 
entrance of the town to enable the traveller to get round to the north 
where he might have a better chance. Another Roman road to 
and from Ratae is that known as the Via Devana, part of which 
is now called the Gartree Road: this coming in the direction of 
the New Walk would enter Leicester by the South Gate, on which 
side of Leicester, it would seem from the leaden coffins and other 
sepulchral deposits discovered, was situated the Roman Cemetery. 
The Via Devana I contend left Leicester by the North Gate and 
by way of Anstey through Burton-on-Trent to Chester. The Fosse 
Road from High Cross proceeds through Leicester by the East Gate 
in a direct line through Thurmaston to a place called Round Hill, 
where was formerly a tumulus. There it branches to the left going 
to Six Hills, Newarke, and Lincoln. This change of direction was 
occasioned by the necessity of avoiding the river, and the marshy 
meadows adjoining. There was probably another road through 
Syston and South Croxton; and there seems to have been also 
another road leading northward from Ratse, through Rothley and 
Barrow-on-Soar, into Derbyshire, from whence the Romans of 
Ratas obtained their lead, and the millstone grit of which some of 
their buildings were composed—(The old milestone was of this
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material). There was evidently a Roman road from Barrow, through 
Six Hills, and by Goadby Marwood (near which place it is still 
used as a road and called Lang Dyke Lane), to Croxton Kerrial. 
I also think there was another road from Leicester in the direction 
of the Uppingham Road. I have but few more remarks to make, 
one is, that the Roman discoveries outside the Jewry Wall are, I 
believe, late Roman, and were built when the country was com 
paratively peaceable; and perhaps it may be remarked that I have 
omitted to mention the Row Dykes on the Aylestone Road and the 
Castle Mount. The latter, though not Roman, is said by com 
petent authorities to have been raised by the ancient Britons before 
the Roman occupation, and was probably a Beacon. The Row or Raw 
Dykes have every appearance of a Roman Camp (though not a very 
strong one), and perhaps was the first camp of the Romans before 
the building of Ratae, or the formation of the Fosse Road. This 
earthwork formerly extended much farther than at present, and it 
is said that it was used as a battery by Prince Rupert when attack 
ing the town; but I am encroaching on mediaeval history which 
would make these remarks a great deal too long—the object of 
my Paper being merely to point out the importance of keeping an 
accurate plan of Roman discoveries in the town and neighbourhood, 
which, if done regularly, will add materially to the history of our 
town, and would, I think, show an interesting outline of Roman 
Leicester.

January 26th, 1880.

ANNUAL MEETING. 
ME. THOMAS NEVINSON in the chair.

After the usual meeting of the Committee, the Annual Meeting 
of Members was held, at which the following

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1879,
prepared by Mr. North, F.S.A., and adopted by the Committee, 
was read:—
THE principal event in the Society's proceedings during the past year—the 
twenty-fifth of its existence—was the Annual Summer Meeting, and the 
Excursion connected with it. Stamford was happily chosen for a combined 
meeting of the Lincoln Diocesan, the Northamptonshire, and the Leicestershire 
Architectural and Archaeological Societies. " A more suitable place could not 
have been selected. Not only is Stamford both historically and architecturally 
one of the most interesting towns in England, but its position, just on the 
verge of Lincolnshire, only divided from Northamptonshire and Rutland by 
the sluggish stream of the Welland, and within an easy distance of Leicester, 
marks it out as the very place for a combined meeting." Not only was the 
locality well chosen, but the joint Societies were equally fortunate in securing
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the aid of the Rev. C. Nevinson as Local Secretary for making arrangements 
for the Meeting, which, it is needless to say, were as complete and satisfactory 
as possible. Each Society was well represented; your Society contributing 
two valuable Papers by two of its honorary members—The Rev. Mackenzie 
E. C. Walcott, F.S.A., and Mr. James Neale, F.S.A. These Papers will be 
printed in the volume of the Reports and Papers of the Associated Societies 
for the current year. The morning of the first day of the Meeting (Wednesday, 
28th May) was devoted, after morning prayer in S. Mary's Church, to an 
examination of that edifice, and to an excursion to the other churches and 
objects of antiquarian or architectural interest in the town. That part of the 
programme was well carried out under the guidance of the Rev. C. Nevinson 
and Mr. Neale, the former gentleman dilating on the historical associations 
connected with each place visited, and Mr. Neale supplying all the architectural 
descriptions.

After a public luncheon, of which 200 members and friends partook, the 
party of archaeologists divided into two parts, one party starting on an excursion 
to Burghley House, with a visit to S. Martin's Church, Stamford, on their 
return; the other went to see the Early Church of Barnack, and had also peeps 
at the churches of Uffington, Tallington, and Baynton.

The second day of the meeting was devoted to another and a longer 
excursion to Ketton, North Luffenham, Edith Weston, Exton, Empingham, 
and Tickencote. The large number of members and friends attending this 
excursion, had the pleasure of listening to the Bishop of Nottingham's lucid 
and scholarly description of the various places visited, and were much gratified 
by the graceful hospitality shown them by the Earl of Gainsborough (a member 
of this Society) at Exton Park, and by the very kindly reception given them 
by Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Lee Wingfield, at Tickencote, whose pleasant tea-tables 
were a welcome sight after the enjoyable, but somewhat fatiguing, proceedings 
of the day.

Public Meetings, numerously attended, were held on the evening of 
each day in the Assembly Rooms, Stamford, the first presided over by the 
Bishop of Lincoln, the second by the Bishop Suffragan of Nottingham, and 
excellent Papers were read by the Rev. George Ayliffe Poole, on Fragments 
of Diocesan History in the times of Charles I. and Charles IT., in which he 
described the troubles of the Clergy in the Diocese of Peterborough, during 
those years of civil strife; by Mr. James Neale, F.S.A., on S. Martin's and 
S. Mary's Churches, Stamford, in which he let the stones of those buildings tell 
their own story; and by the Rev. C. Nevinson, who premising that as the 
audience had been listening to those old stones of Stamford, they would be 
anxious to know how they came there, next proceeded to read an admirable 
little sketch entitled Notes on the History of Stamford. On the second evening, 
the Rev. Mackenzie E. C. Walcott's learned Paper on Cathedral Precincts, 
was read in that gentleman's absence, by the Rev. Canon Pownall, and was 
followed by a useful Paper on The Lighting of Churches, by the Rev. R. A. 
Cayley, of Scampton.

The joint Meeting at Stamford should be long remembered as a pleasant and 
instructive one by all present.

Your Committee recommended at the Annual Business Meeting in January 
last, certain alterations in several of the Rules of this Society, with the object 
of making their meaning more definite and distinct. The suggestions of your 
Committee were unanimously adopted by the Members, and the Rules, thus 
amended, will be printed in the next Volume of Reports and Papers.

The Papers read by the Members during the past year were—in order of 
date:—1. Campden House, by the Rev. J. H. Hill, F.S.A.; 2. Notes on some 
Curiosities in Jieaumanor Park, by Mr. Thomas North, F.S.A.; 3. The Arms 
of William of Wyggeston, by Major Bellairs and Mr. North, F.S.A.; 4. 
S. Martin's and S. Mary's Churches, Stamford, by Mr. James Neale, F.S.A.;
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5. Cathedral Precincts, by the Rev. Mackenzie E. C. Walcott, B.D., F.S.A.;
6. Roman Leicester: being further remarks thereon, as illustrated by recent 
discoveries, by Major Bellairs.

Among the most notable of the curiosities exhibited at the bi-monthly 
Meetings during the past year, must be mentioned the fine collection of keys, 
medals, coins, autograph letters, watercolour drawings, books, and photographs, 
shown by the Earl of Gainsborough; Roman relics found in Leicester, exhibited 
by Mr. Alderman Barfoot, and by Mr. Weatherhead; and a series of photo 
graphs of the Forum and of other remains of ancient Rome, accompanied by 
an interesting collection of Roman coins shown and explained by the Rev. 
Canon Pownall, F.S.A., a Member of the London Numismatic Society. Other 
smaller collections of antiquities, which were exhibited by various other 
members, tended to make the bi-monthly meetings attractive and interesting.

Your Committee wishes to express its sense of the loss all lovers of archi 
tecture in the county have sustained by the death of an early member, and for 
many years a Local Honorary Secretary, of this Society—Mr. Vincent Wing, 
of Melton Mowbray. Mr. Wing inherited from his grandfather (who was not 
only an architect by profession, but an architect strongly imbued with a love 
for his art at a time when its true principles were little understood) a great 
love for Gothic architecture; and that love was not allowed by him to remain 
a mere sentiment. He made Gothic architecture 6O much the study of bis 
leisure hours that few men, even among professional architects, knew more of 
all its details, or entered more thoroughly into its spirit and meaning. This 
may be seen by a reference to a Paper read by him before this Society in 1858, 
entitled, Criticisms on some Ancient Examples of Gothic Work, and to another 
on The Present Requirements of Gothic Architecture in order to a Successful 
Competition with Antiquity, contributed in 1863. He was an accomplished 
draughtsman, as several of his existing drawings testify; few could better read 
the history of a Gothic building as told by itself without extraneous help; 
and his Papers upon matters connected with his favourite study always showed 
the care and industry of the antiquary, as well as the culture and extensive 
reading of the scholar. Mr. Wing was specially interested in the church of 
his native town. Melton Mowbray, upon which he contributed a Paper to this 
Society in 1856, justly thinking it one of the grandest of the many grand 
country churches scattered so freely over England. It may well be imagined, 
therefore, with what a zealous and critical eye he scanned every step in the 
works of repair and restoration carried on there during the past twenty years. 
That he did not agree with the manner in which some portions of the works 
were carried out he did not hesitate to state very distinctly in two Papers read 
before this Society, one on 30th September, 1867, on The Restoration of 
Melton Mowbray Church, and the second on Church Vandalism, read on the 
2?th of May, 1872. This is not the occasion to reopen the various questions 
raised by Mr. Wing, but there can be no doubt that the principles laid down 
by the writer in those Papers, as well as in one upon The Judicious Restoration 
of Village Churches, read before this Society in 1857, deserved more attention 
than they received. A reference to the " Transactions" of this Society will 
show how much indebted it was in many ways from time to time to Mr. Wing, 
and though he had ceased for a few years before his death to be a member, 
your Committee trust this brief notice of a good friend of the Society, 
a good antiquary, and above all, of a good man, will not be considered out of 
place.

Several churches in the county have been under repair, &c., during the 
past year. Prominently among them the following may be mentioned : —

S. GEORGE'S CHURCH, LEICESTER.
This church (consecrated in the year 1827) has just been greatly improved 

—from the plans of Mr. Blomfield—by the addition of a very fine chancel
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built entirely at the expense of the Vicar. The church previously had only a 
recess for the holy table. The new chancel, which is very lofty, is in the 
Decorated style of architecture. It has an aisle on the south side, and vestries 
with organ chamber on the north. It has a clerestory; and an open timbered 
and hammer-beamed roof. The floor, which is elevated five steps above the 
nave, has a further ascent of four steps to the altar table. The east window 
of seven lights is of very large dimensions, and is filled with tracery of a rather 
flamboyant character. The fittings, including the screens, sedilia, and credence 
all of which are in stone, and the stalls, in oak, are richly carved. The floor 
is laid with Godwin's tiles. The chancel arch is also new, and of great height. 
The pews in the church have given place to open seats of pitch pine. The 
western gallery has been taken down and the tower arch opened.

S. MARTIN'S CHURCH, LEICESTER.
A large window of five lights in the Early Decorated style has been 

inserted in the east end of the great south aisle of this church. It was designed 
by the late Mr. R. Brandon, to whose memory it has been erected. It is a great 
improvement on the window it succeeds, the tracery of which had been cut 
away and brick work substituted.

S. PETER'S CHURCH, LEICESTER.
This church has been completed by the addition of a tower and spire, south 

porch, and a baptistery on the north side. The tower stands within the west 
end of the church, and opens into the nave by a lofty arch, and on its south 
and north sides the arches open into the porch and baptistery respectively. 
The tower, which is in the Decorated style, is massive and well proportioned, 
and is surmounted by a broach spire. The west window is filled with stained 
glass. This completion of the church has made it a fine and imposing 
structure. Mr. Street was the architect.

ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH PARISH CHURCH.

This church, which is shortly to be reopened, has undergone enlargement 
and very extensive restoration at a cost of nearly £12,000. All the galleries and 
pews have been removed, and additional north and south aisles built, the nave 
thus having now two aisles on each side. The roof of the chancel, which had 
an under ceiling in oak has been taken down, and an entirely new high pitched 
roof on the old lines substituted; the roofs of the nave and aisles have also been 
repaired. The chancel arch and piers have been relieved of the casing of carved 
oak, which, though very rich in itself, was quite out of character with the church, 
and the stone work has been repaired where necessary. The panelling which 
entirely surrounded the chancel, has also been taken down from the walls, and 
the sedilia and piscina brought again into view. The whole of the stonework 
of the nave and chancel has been thoroughly repaired, but all features of interest 
have been carefully preserved. The lower stage of the tower, now thrown into 
the church, and the west window have both been restored. The upper portion 
of the tower has been left as it is for the present. The body of the church has 
been reseated in pitch pine, the aisles laid with Minton's tiles, and the chancel 
fitted up with richly carved oak. A new font and very fine alabaster pulpit 
have also been added. The church is, for the most part, perpendicular in style. 
Mr. St. Aubyn has been the architect employed.

BURUAGE CHURCH.
This church has been reseated, and the gallery at the west end taken 

down. An aisle has been erected on the north side of the chancel, and other 
improvements effected.
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RATBY CHURCH.
It has been very properly decided not to destroy the ancient church here, as 

was proposed a year ago, the parishioners being very unwilling to lose it. A 
gubscription has been started, headed by the Patron, the Earl of Stamford, and 
it will, it is hoped, be carefully restored. It is an interesting structure, con 
taining some good windows, and is well worthy of preservation.

HUGGLESCOTE CHURCH.

The old church being inadequate to the wants of this greatly increasing 
parish, it was determined to build a new one on a site not far from the present 
building. Part of this new church, consisting of the nave, has been completed, 
and is now opened for divine service. The old church was built about a 
hundred years ago, being constructed of Forest stone. It is intended that it 
shall be preserved as a burial chapel.

The audited Statement of Accounts was next read as follows: 

TREASURER'S STATEMENT, 1879.

RECEIPTS.
1879. £. s. d. 
Jan. 1. Balance from old

Account ...... 52 12 5
Dec. 31 Subscriptions and

Arrears received
during the year 110 10 6

1880.
Jan. 1. Balance in hand

£163 2 11

97 13 11

PAYMENTS.
1879. £. B. d. 
Grant for Transactions .... 35 0 0
Royal Arch. Institute ...... 1 1 0
Clarke—Printing, <fec. ...... 9 13 2
Rent, one year, 1878 ...... 5 0 0
Summer Meeting, 1878 (in

full).................... 1 15 6
Expenses, Stamford Meeting

(in part) ................ 4 13 6
Advertising .............. 5 12 1
Hall Keeper (2 years) ...... 0 19 B
Sundries.................. 1 15 3
Balance .................. 97 13 11

£163 2 11

Examined and found correct,
(Signed) THOMAS HOLYLAND,

Auditor.

The Report having been adopted, and the Accounts passed : 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Gainsborough was elected a

Patron of the Society.
The following gentlemen were elected members of the Society: 
The Rev. Lewis W. Wood, vicar of Dunton Bassett, Andrew

B. Donaldson, Esq., Charles Stephen Robinson, Esq., Knighton,
near Leicester, and Mr. John Crane, of Leicester.

Besides the ex qfficio members the following gentlemen were
appointed members of the Committee for the ensuing year,
namely:—Mr. Thos. Agar, the Rev. W. C. Belgrave, the Rev.
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Canon Broughton, the Eev. Canon Bin-field, Mr. J. Bull, the Eev. 
Dr. Dickson, the Rev. J. H. Hill, F.S.A., Mr. John Hunt, Mr. 
Thos. Ingram, Colonel Knight, the Eev. W. H. Marriott, the Eev. 
W. B. Moore, Mr. F. Morley, Mr. F. T. Mott, Mr. G. C. Neale, 
Mr. T. Nevinson, Mr. J. W. Wartnaby, Captain Whitby, the Rev. 
Lewis W. Wood.

Votes of thanks were passed to the Mayor for the use of the 
Town Hall Library, to the Press for reporting the Society's pro 
ceedings, and to the Committee and Officers of the Society—who 
were re-elected—for their services during the past year.

The EEV. CANON BROUGHTON called attention to a report that 
the Trinity Hospital was threatened with destruction.

ME. COUNCILLOR HOLYLAND explained that there had been some 
talk about it in the Town Council, but nothing had been done.

The following articles were then exhibited:—
By CAPTAIN WHITBY : Part of a stag's horn, found in the Abbey 

Meadow, with a cut on one side of it.
By MR. AGAR : Part of the back-bone of a deer, found in Soar 

Lane.
By the REV. C. H. WOOD, three silver articles—sugar tongs 

and two long-handled spoons pointed at the end of the handle— 
one shovel-shaped in the bowl and the other pierced. Also two 
silver candlesticks, formerly belonging to the Leicester Corporation, 
bearing the "Britannia" hall mark, indicating as the exhibitor 
explained the highest standard of silver, i.e. 11 oz. 10 dwt. of 
pure silver to 10 dwt. of alloy, instead of being 11'2 of pure silver 
and 18 dwt. alloy, which is the ordinary standard. The " Britannia 
silver," was so called from the little figure of "Britannia," like 
that on the copper coinage stamped on the plate, and is found 
between 1697, and 1721, or 1723. The alphabet in use, to denote 
the year, is the " Court hand." The letter on these candlesticks 
gives the date 1706-7.

By the REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A. : A specimen of Printing 
of the fifteenth century, which Mr. Pownall explained by saying 
that this book, though not to be classed with the earliest, preceded 
those which were printed in Eoman character. By its imitation of 
the manuscript in type, and in the coloured initial letters, its 
position among printed books is defined. The outer sheet is of 
vellum, and the heading reads, in old English characters, 
"Expositio beati Gregorii pape super Ezechielem in omelias." 
Towards the end, just before a table of contents, we find—

" homeliarum beati Gregorii pape
" Sup Ezechiele liber secundus :
" Finit feliciter: Anno dni MCCCCXCVI.

The press whence it issued is not named, but probably it was
Borne. This book has further claim on our attention, because its

R VOL. V.
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author was a Bishop of Rome to whom the English Church in a 
high degree stands indebted. His name, with that of S. Alban 
and the old British Saints, has accordingly been preserved in the 
Kalendar prefixed to our Book of Common Prayer, and is found 
under March 14th. To his care in preserving the more ancient 
collects (see Canon Bright's book), we owe much of great value in 
the Prayer Book. But more than this, it was the author of this 
book who sent us Augustine, the first occupant of the See of 
Canterbury, 596, A.D. Pope Gregory the Great left behind him 
many learned works which are still extant. A splendid edition 
of them was published in Paris (1705) in four volumes folio 
(Wheatley, Mosheim).

CANON POWKALL also exhibited a Leicestershire tradesman's 
token for a halfpenny, of the seventeenth century:—

Obv. ROBERT BASS, 1668. AT [A hart standing!. 
Rev. MARKETT HARBOROVGH. 

HIS HALF PENY.

Heart-shaped. This token is published in Mr. Boyne's Tokens of 
the seventeenth century. No. 68, p. 160. Also four coins of the 
Leicester Mint. Nearly three hundred silver pennies of William 
Rufus (1087-1100) were found during the erection of new Board 
Schools at Tamworth, in 1877; of them sixteen were of the Mint 
at Leicester, struck by moneyers whose names variously spelled, 
are Lifwiue, Lific, Senolf, (Elfwine, (Elfried. In type there were 
two sorts, 244 and 246 on plate xrx. of Hawkins" Silver Coins of 
England. The two exhibited, on their reverses read thus—

(244) SENOLF ON LECSTR 
(246) LIFIC ON LEICES

Silver penny of Harold II., killed at Hastings, 1066—

Obv. HAROLD REX ANG 
Rev. D(th)RONT ON LEGE

(contracted form of LEIGCEASTER)

Silver penny of ^thelstan, 925-941—

Obv. EDELSTAN REX TO BR
(totius Britannia) 

Rev. MELDOMEN MO LEGC.
[MO are the initial letters of the \vord Monetarhis.)

There are no coins of the Leicester Mint earlier than Ethelstan's; 
and all the coins of this mint are excessively rare.
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By MR. WM. J. FREER: A Roman Silver "Consular" or 
"Family" coin, struck in the first century B.C. Fabia. Obv: 
C. ANNI T.F.T.N PRO COS. EX SO., diademed Head of female, 
called "Juno Moneta," from the "balance" at the side; there is 
also a "caduceus" in the nape of the neck. Rev: A winged 
"victory" in a quadriga, holding a palm branch; in the exergue, 
the letters Q. L FABI LF HISP. Lucius Fabius was quaestor 
of the pro consul Annius, in Spain, whither he was sent by 
Sulla, B.C. 83.

The REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A., contributed a very able and 
interesting Paper, entitled :—

SOME RECORDS OF SOUTH KILWORTH.

CHIEFLY TAKEN FROM ITS REGISTERS,

which was a valuable addition to the topography of the parish of 
which the author is the Rector. The Paper, which will be printed 
in the Volume of the Associated Societies, was an account of the 
parish just named, and in writing it the Canon used the word 
"Registers " in a wider sense than that which only signifies the 
registry of the names of the baptized and buried, for everything 
that could light up the past history of the parish was called upon 
to contribute its share—" the inscription on a tombstone—even 
the airy registration of village tradition had not been overlooked." 
The Paper was, therefore, a " Sketch of a village, on its ecclesi 
astical side, drawn from materials produced on the spot, before 
village life became restless ; when the village folk were stayers at 
home, living and dying where they grew up, like the trees in their 
own hedge-rows."

March 29th, 1880. 

MR. JOHN HUNT in the chair.

The following articles were exhibited :—
By the REV. C. H. WOOD : Some good specimens of Plate of 

the reign of Queen Anne consisting of an elegant shaped octagonal 
large-sized castor for sugar or salt, of the date of 1723-4, richly 
ornamented with roses, sunflowers, and foliated ornament in 
repouss&; a rat-tailed silver table spoon of the same date, and 
other spoons of rather a later date.

By the CHAIRMAN : An ancient sword hilt, &c.
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The REV. W. G. DIMOCK FLETCHER, contributed, through Mr. 
North, the following Paper on

TWO LEICESTERSHIRE PARISH REGISTERS.

(SHACKERSTONE AND SOMERBY.)

Two volumes of old Leicestershire Parish Registers have found 
their way into our great national libraries, those namely of 
Shackerstone and Somerby. Having examined them carefully, I 
will say a few words about each.

THE REGISTER OF SHACKERSTONE extends from the year 1558 to 
1630, and is preserved in the Bodleian Library at Oxford (Gough 
MSS., Leicester, No. 2). It was purchased from a gentleman at 
Beverley, in Yorkshire, about March, 1878; but how it found its 
way into Yorkshire does not appear. It must have been away 
from its proper place a considerable time, for Nichols, in his 
Sparkenhoe Hundred, p. 913, published in 1811, tells us, " The 
Register begins in 1630." Since 1811 some other volumes must 
have been lost, for in the Population Abstract Return of 1831, the 
Shackerstone Register is said to commence in 1779. I am 
informed that, before the Bodleian Library purchased this old 
Register, it was offered to the authorities at Shackerstone, but 
•was declined by them !

The Register is neatly written on fourteen leaves of parchment, 
about 18 inches by 6, and is in a fair state of preservation, and for 
the most part legible. All the entries are in English, and there 
are none of remarkable events, &c. The first page, containing 
Baptisms from 1558 to 1564, is quite illegible; over it is written 
in a modern hand :—

" Shakerstone Coin. Leicester. Ancient Parish Register of 
Marriages, Baptisms and Burials."

The earliest legible Baptismal entry is the following :—

1564 
"John Salysbury was christened the xxix day of September."

After the 1569 Christenings come the Marriages from 1560 
to 1569, between which years there were 26 marriages. 

The earliest entry is :—

" The yeare of our Lord God 1560." 
"Thomas Ball & Elizabeth Bacon..... .XXXth of November."

Then follow the burials to 1570, the earliest entry being:—

" Buryinges Anno Dne 1558. 
" Elizabeth Wilcoxe was buried the xxiij 01 day of Aprill."
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The following are statistics showing the number of Baptisms, &c.

Baptisms. Marriages. Burials.
1558. ............... ............... ............... 27
1559. ............... ............... ............... 9
1560. ............... ............... 1 ............... 4
1561. ............... ............... 4 ............... 3
1562. ............... ............... 2 ............... 5
1563. ............... ............... 2 ............... 5
1564. ............... ............... 5 ............... 4
1565. ............... 12 ............... 2 ............... 3
1566. ............... 12 ............... 2 ............... 6
1567. ............... 12 ............... 4 ............... 6
1568. ............... 13 ............... 2 ............... 0
1569. ............... 7 ............... 2 ............... 4
1570. ............... 8 ............... 0 ............... 6

The entries from 1558 to 1570 are all written by one person, 
so perhaps this was the copy of an earlier Register. After 1570 
the Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials are not separated, but are 
all entered in proper chronological order.

Amongst the names which occur are Kitchen, Langley, Deaken, 
Deacon, Bacon, Salisbury, Sarson, Storer, Wheatley, Roe, Jebbit, 
Jakes, Bennett, Bowne, Plant, Mosley, Stretton, Yate, Walplat, 
Wilcox, Orton, fflamson, Biddle, Gisborne, &c.

This old Register supplies the names of four Vicars of Shacker- 
stone not mentioned by Nichols, who gives us:—

" John Bolton, 1534.
"John Hodges, M.A. July 10, 1630."

From the Register however I thus supplement Nichols' list:—

John Bolton, buried 13 June 1558.
John~ Choyse, buried 31 December 1570.
Julius "Watson, signs as Vicar in 1579, and each subsequent

year to 1585. 
John More, signs as Vicar in 1599; buried 2 November

1628.
Wittm ffletcher (?) signs as Vicar in 1628. 
John Hodges, M.A. of Exeter College, Oxford, was inducted

into the Vicarage of Shackerstone 10 July 1630.

The Register also supplies during a few years the names of 
the Churchwardens of Shackerstone:—

1579. Walter Bowne and John flamston.
1580. Robert Orton and Richard Orton.
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1581. Henry Storar and Kichard Orton.
1582. Witt Sarson and Robert Barwett.
1583. Robert Greene and Witt Gisbowrn.
1584. Robert Grinne and Wittm Gisborne.
1585. John Storer and Rich. Bacon.
1599. Thomas Rowe and John Storer.
1610. Willia Sarson and Thomas Roe.
1611. John Orton and Thomas fflanson.
1626. Georg Berwell and John Orton.
1627. John Orton and Henry flanson.
1628. William Orton and J°° Plant.
1630. Nathaniel Wallplate and John Deacon.

I append a few extracts, relating to the families of the Vicars, 
Lords of the Manor, and Freeholders, &c.

" 1558. John Bolton Vycar was buried the xiij*11 day of 
June.

" 1558. Anne Barfford gent, was buried the vj"1 of Sep 
tember.

" 1558. Robert Barfford gent, was buried the xvj'h of 
October.

" 1558. Sir Robert Shrowesbury was the XXXth of January.
" 1560. Francis Johnson gent, was buryed the xxix*11 of 

May.
"1561. John Bolton &............was maried the............
" 1562. Katherine Jaks gent was buried the vj01 of 

December.
" 1564. Dorothe fflamson was Christened the xij day of 

November.
" 1564. John Wilcox & Alis Hall was Maried the 

of November.
" 1566. Mary Bolton was Christened the 23th of March. 
" 1567. ffillius ignoti patris was buried the iiij th of Aprill.
" 1568. Wittm Pickering & Joane Greene were maried 

the ............
" 1568. William Bolton was Christened the xvj (?) of July.

o vicar 
" 1570. John Chise was buried the last of December.
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[The same hand which added "vicar" has also appended 
these entries:—

"John Bolton, Vicar, 1530, buried y" 13th of June 
1558:

"John Choyse Vicar, Sepult ye last of December 
1570:"]

" 1571. Dorothe Bolton daughter of John Boulton 
christened Januar' viijth .

" 1573. Eaph Boulton buried June vijth .
" 1575. Thomas the son of Thomas Moore baptized 3 of 

decembr.
" 1579. John Greene was christened the xviijth of October.
" 1581. Mother Gisburne of Oddeston was buried the 

first of July.
" 1581. Dorothe Green was baptized the viij th of October.
" 1582. Dorothie Wasson was baptized the 22th of Octo 

ber.
" 1583. Thomas Greene was baptized the xxij of Decem 

ber.
" 1584. Thomas Greene was buried the xxiiijth of January.
" 1585. Judeth Watson was baptized the first of May.
" 1585. Jeese Greene was baptized 14 day of Julye.
" 1591. Dorothy Berford and the wiffe of Arthur Berford 

gent, were buried the second daye of decembr.
" 1592. Robert Greene and Jayse Langford were maried 

January xiiij th .
" 1597. Joyse Greene Buried xv [day] of Jannarie.

[" 1601. Ex*" et all 23° Janij 1601. W: Fynoppe."]
" 1602. Robert Grenne was Buried xvj May.
" 1603. William Grenne was Baptized x Aprill.
" 1603. Sammuell More was buried 22 July.
" 1604. Samuell More was baptized 14 June.
" 1606. Thomas Greene was Baptized 24 March.
" 1607. Mr Mychaell Asleie and M8 Dorothy Bamsore 

were maried iij of October.
"1608. Robart the sonne of Wilia Greene was Baptized 

xj december.
" 1608. Susanna the daughter of John More was Baptized 

xxix January.
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" 1611. Isabell the daughter of Thomas fflanson Baptized 
2 June.

" 1619. Arthur More and ffrances Sarson was maried 10 
of december.

" 1620. Thomas the sonne of Arthur More was Baptized 
the 4 february.

" 1623. Martha More daughter of Arthur More was bapt 
the 6th of April.

" 1623. Sara More was buried 18 of ffebruary.
" 1625. Anne the daughter of Thomas Greene was 

Baptized the 12 June.
" 1626. Kobeart Bonnd and Anna Halle were married 12 

June.
" 1626. Elizabeth the daughter of Thomas Greene Bap 

tized 24 August.
" 1627. Suanna the daughter Thomas Greene was Bap 

tized 15 of September.
" 1627. John the sonne of Arthur More was Baptized 9 

March.
"1628. John Moore vicar was buried the 2d of Novem 

ber."

" A Register of the Christenings Marriages & 
Burialls for the year of our Lord God 1630 
in which yeare of our Lord God I John 
Hodges Mr of Arts of Exeter Colledge in 
Oxforde was inducted into the Vicarage 
of Shackerstone upon the 10th of July."

"Nathaniel Wallplatel /-,, , 3 ,, "John Deacon J Churchwardens.

" Susanna the daughter of Mr John Hodgetts Viccar was
baptized the 6 of Decemb. 1630."

"1630. Elizabeth Deeping was buried the 10 of ffeb ruary." 
The last entry.

THE REGISTER OF SOMERBY, which extends from 1601 to 1715, 
is preserved in the British Museum (Add MSS., 24, 802). It was 
purchased in April, 1862, from C. Devon, Esq., but how it came 
into his possession does not appear. Nichols, in his Framland 
Hundred, makes no mention of the Somerby Registers. The 
Parish Register Abstract of 1831 states that they commence in 
1751. The volume contains only thirteen pages, many of the
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entries being in Latin. The eighteenth century entries are in 
many cases written over and amongst the seventeenth century 
entries, the book not having been well kept. The Register is by 
no means complete; it contains entries only for the years 1601 to 
1603, 1627, 1631 to 1640, 1643, 1712 to 1715, several of these 
being quite illegible.

On the first page is this:—

" A Certificate of the Christenings, mariages, and burials 
"in Somerby in the Denery of frambland for the year 
" 1712 untill lady Day 1713."

The second page contains the following memoranda:—

" Memorandum that the Teth Milke of all the cowes 
within the Towne & feilds of Somerby is Due to the 
Vicar of Somerby Everv Ninth & Every tenth Morninge 
from the Twelfth Day of May unto the Tenth Day of 
November the Twelte Day of May att nighte is the firste 
meale & the Tenth Day of November is the last meale 
in the morninge. Beinge in all nineteene nightes and 
nineteene morninges, Tugether Thirtie eighte meales 
in all.

Josephus Robertus clericus.
Rec: Somerby Teighis

ideem Amen.

memorand'
paide from Burrow to the vicaridg of Somerby 
Thirteen: pound: yearely Three: pound & five 
shillings every quarter viz. midsummer michaelmas 
st Thomas & ye Annunciation : viz. paid by

£ s A
Mr Edward Chesseldine 1 - 1-10 ob.lmulgoes [?] 
Mr Franc8 Petcher 0-13- 1 ob.J land. 
M1 Charles Medcalfe 1-5 6 
Witt: Greene 0-4-6

Totall sum 3-5-0

besides a close containing foure Acre in Burrow 
feild: Belonging to ye vicaridg: of Somerby:

George Roberts clericus de Somerby
Testis idem July ye 9th 1683."

VOL. V.
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Nichols does not mention George Roberts as Vicar of Somerby; 
but he gives these as Vicars :—

Leonard Lamb, 1633.
Thomas Burde, April 6, 1639, sequestered.
Daniel Trigg, 1647.
Edward Trigg, 1649.
Henry Burrough, Nov. 20, 1669.
Francis Owen, May 21, 1683.
Gregory Hewson, Feb. 24, 1717-18.

The following entries relate to the principal families in Somerby, 
the Lords of the Manor, Patrons, Clergy, Freeholders, &c.

"1601. Isaacke Greene a son of Henery Greene and his 
wife baptised December 26 Day.

" 1602. Leonardo Greene and An Duckworthe were 
mariede the 27 of August.

" 1602. William Greene was baptised: 15 : October. 
"Matthew Knappe son of francis Knappe and Annie his

wife Baptized february 24th Day: 1603 of
Burrow.

"1631. Thomas Green son of Will: Green was baptized 
Sept. 18.

" 1631. Matthew Knap son of Mathew baptized Octob. 18, 
of Burrow.

" 1631. Thomas Orson of Osbornly in Lincolnshire & 
Eliz : Askew were marryed Jan. 19.

" 1632. Prudence Lamb daughter of Lyonell Lamb was 
baptized Novemb. 1.

" 1632. George Trigg son of Will: Trigg was baptized 
May 28, 1632.

" 1633. Thomas Green son of Leonard Green was 
buryed Octob. 21.

" 1633. Ann Green wife to Hen. Green was buryed 
Novemb. 23.

" 1634. Robt. Lamb son of Lionell & Francis Lamb was 
buryed Sept. 18.

"Lionell son of Lionell & Francis Lambe was baptized 
Decemb. 10, 1634.

" 1634. Margaret daughter of Georg & Eliz: Robts was 
baptized March 25.

" 1635. Matrimonium contraxerunt Joes Inkley & Katerina 
Greene, Junij 27.



TWO LEICESTEESHIEE PARISH EEGISTERS. 239

" 1635. Anna filia Willielmi et Annas Greene baptizata 
fuit Junij 29.

" 1635. Anna Roberts vidua, & St: Jobn Barton filius 
Gulielmi et Katherinas Barton sepeliebantur 
Martij 12°.

"1636. Maria filia Elizab : et Isaaki Greene baptizabatur 
August! 27° et sepeliebatur.

" 1636. Elizabetba filia Janaa Greene viduae virgo 20 
annoru et Georgius Trig filius Thomas Trig 
candelarij 24 annoru matrimoniu contraxerunt 
Octob. 11. tbe banns thrice.

" 1636. Erne filia Franciscae et Lionelli Lambe Clerici 
baptizabatur Nov. 24.

" Memorandu tbat Rebeeca the daughter of Thomas 
Mulshoe and Elizabethe of Burrough in the pish of 
Somerbie Esquire, was baptized at Burrough the 
xxjth day of Julij 1639 by consent of Tho: Erode 
Vicar of Somerbie at ye entreatie of the said M' 
Mulshoe; As also that the said Mrs Mulshoe was 
churched at Burrough the xxtk daie of August 
following by the same consent and entreaty as 
aforesaid onlie being verie weak & sicklie & not 
able to goe to ye church She was churched at her 
owne house by me.

Tho: Erode Vicar."

" 1640. Thomas son of Wittiam Greene yeoman and Ann 
his wife buried Maij 2a°-

" 1643. George Roberts son of Thomas Roberts & Isabell 
his wife borne August 25 Baptized Auguste 
the 29th 1643.

" 1712. Ann the daughter of Mr. Willcox Green and of 
Ann his wife was baptized July ye 2 day.

" 1713. Mary the daughter of Mr. Wilkox Green 
and of Ann his wife was baptized October 
the 3 day.

" 1714. Mr. William Green patron buried October ye 
29.

" 1714. Margaret the daughter of Mr. William Green and 
of Ann his wife was baptized November 
the 3 day.

" 1715. Martha the daughter of Mr. Willcox Green born 
January 29.
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" 1715. John Scampton and Jane Walton marled 
January ye 14.

" 1715. Mr. George Chiseldine buried December ye 16.
"1715. Martha the daughter of Mr. Willson Godda: 

buried february 9."

The Greens are an old Somerby family; they were Patrons of 
the Vicarage, and Lords of the Manor. Some particulars about 
them, with other extracts from the Somerby Register, will be 
found in Dr. Howard's Misc. Gen. et Her., N.S., II. 191.

The Cheseldens were also an old Somerby family; and they 
were Lords of the Manor. In Somerby Church is a monument to 
the George Cheselden, whose burial is given above, from which it 
appears that he died December 9, 1715, aged 34: Nichols has 
preserved the inscription.

A few additional particulars about the Vicars of Somerby may 
be gleaned from the above extracts. Besides the fact that George 
Roberts was Vicar in 1683; we find that Nichols has wrongly 
called Mr. Lamb, Leonard, his real Christian name was Lionel, 
and he was certainly Vicar in 1632, and in 1636, and his wife's name 
was Frances. Again Nichols mentions Thomas Burde as the next 
Vicar; whereas he signs his name " Tho : Brode."

The following names occur in the Register:—Robartes, Harris, 
Wilson, Clarke, Simson, Eglefeilde, Knap, Scarborough, Goddard, 
Dawisey, Stary, Walton, Boss, Riley, Billington, Beeby, Midows, 
Trigg, Peale, Orson, Barnes, Adcock, Gond, Dent, Burton, 
Stringer, Gad, Burgidge, Baresby, Goode, Ratcliffe, &c.

It is hoped, hereafter, to print these Registers in full from 
Mr. Fletcher's transcripts.
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SHACKEESTON PARISH REGISTER.

THE following is a complete copy of this Register (see p. 232) 
made from the original by Mr. W. H. Allnutt of the Bodleian 
Library:—

Shakerston.
A Regester from the yeare of or Lorde god 1558 
vntill the yeare of our Lorde god now present.

William Bylston & Anne Tomson were married the xxiiijth
daye of Julye.
Robert Martin & Agnes Cleist were married the xviij th of
November.

Wytt Geysford & Alice Fletcher were marryed the xxiij of
October.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . day of [October.
............. e xx [....]
day of January ..............

Christenings ~\
Esthur Tomlynson [?] was chryst [oned ......]
May barwell was chrystoned xx [.........]
Anice Deacon was chrystened the [. . . . . . . .]
John Dyson was chrystenyd the xjxth [.......]

the yeare of [our Lord God] 1561.
Rychard Searon [was chrysten] yd the x [....] ary.
Robert [........] xvij th [,.....]
Thomas [.......] the ffyrst [. . . . .1
Austyn [. . . . . . . . ] th dayof [ . . . . .]
Richard Port [er was chrystene] d the same day.
Wittm Kytchyn [was chrystene] d the jxvh day of October.
[...........] ye same day.
[....] Pike [ring ? . . ] yd the [ . . ] day of October.
[. . .] Tom [ . . . . .] the [ . . ] day of October.

The yeare [of our Lord] god [1562]. 

[. . .] Richard [.............]

Anne [. . . .] was christoned the [.......]
Mary Browne was christoned the xxiiith day of August. 
Elizabeth Deacon was christoned the . . . day'of August. 
T VOL. V.
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John M[ekyn] was christened the XXVth day of No [vember]. 
ffrancis Jakes was christened the . . . day of D [ecember]. 
Johanna Wilde was christened the xviii"1 day of [February]. 
Arthur Whatley was christened the xx . . [day of] 
February.
John fflamson was christened the . . . day of [February]. 
Isbell Yate was christened the XVth day of February. 
Alis Smyth was christened the xxiiitt day of February.

The yeare of our Lord God 1563.
[. . .] G [. . .] was christened the [xx] ixtt of Julye. 
[....] ey was christened [the xx] XIth day of July. 
[....] ell was christened the . . vth day of August. 
[ ] was christened the fyrst day of [. . . .] 
[.....] was christoned the . . xth day of [ . . .] 
[.....] was christoned the [. . . day] of ffebruary.

The yeare of our Lord 1564.
Eobert Dyson was christoned the x [. . .th] day Marche. 
Henry Smyth was christoned the xxijth day of Aprill. 
Joyse Porter was christoned the xxviij 111 of June. 
Johane Jhonson was christoned the . . iiij**1 day July. 
James Porter was christoned ix* of July. 
Thomas Yate was christoned the x' day of September. 
John Salysbury was christoned the xxix day of September. 
Dorothe fflamson was christoned the xij day of Nouember. 
Kobert Deacon was christoned the xj*11 day of January. 
John Browne was christoned the xi™ day of Marche.

The yeare of our Lord 1565.
Francis Kitchyn was christoned the xxvijth day of Marche. 
John Bowne was christoned the XVth day of Aprell. 
Anne Langley was christoned the XVth day of August. 
William Watley was christoned the ix01 day of May. 
Anne W [. . .] was christoned the xvij 111 day of June. 
Jo [hn .] was christoned the Vth day of October.
[.....] was christoned the seconde of November.
[....] Way was christoned the xvij*11 day of November. 
Jame [....] was christoned the vij 111 of December. 
M [. . . .] arpe was christoned the third day of March. 
W [. . . .] ye & Alys S [. . .] were christoned the xvj*11 
of March.

The yeare of our Lord God 1566. 
Wittm Eyvit was christoned the xxvth daye of Marche.
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Wittm Porter was christened the xxvj th day of Marche. 
John Orton was christened the [. .] xth daye of July. 
Wittm Yate was christ [ened the] xvth daye of September. 
Margret fflamson was [christen] ed the xxviij 111 of September. 
Thomas Salisbury was christened the fyrste day of October. 
Mary Poole was christened the xxvij th of October, 
ffrauncis Mekyn was christened the vij lh of November. 
Elyzabeth Deaken was christened the thyrd of January. 
Arthur Gillit was christened the xxiij th of January. 
Thomas Saulte was christened the vj lh of January. 
Mary Bolton was christened the xxiij th of March.

The yeare of our Lord God 1567.
milieus ignoty patris was christened the last of March. 
John Browne was christened the xxxth of March. 
Agnis Wilde was christened the vj th of Aprill. 
ffrancis Jakes was christened the xxvth of Aprill. 
Isbell Langley was christened the xxvij 111 of May. 
ffrancis Storar was christened xij th of June. 
Elizabeth Browne was christened the xxiiij th of June. 
Alis Plante was christened the second of August. 
James Kitchin was christened the third of August. 
John Whatley was christened the xxxtb of August. 
Mary Roo was christened the xiiijth of September. 
John Gareson was christened xviij th of ffebruary.

The yeare of our Lord God 1568.
John Sault was christened the xxvth of March.
William Deacon was christened the first of May.
Elinor Orton was christened the first of May.
John Terill was christened the xixth of June.
Alis Wever was christened the viij 111 of August.
John Kitchin was christened the viij th of August.
Alis Baker was christened the xvth of August.
Thomas fflamson was christened the xixth day of September.
Thomas Whatley was christened the xxilb of September.
John Whatley was christened the xxith of September.
Thomas Saullesbury was christened the xth of October.
Thomas Langley was christened the xxviij th of October.
Thomas Barwell was christened the xixth of December.
Richard Whatley was christened the xvij"1 of March.

The yeare of our Lord God 1569.
Alis Saullesbury was christened the xtb of Aprill. 
Anne Jakes was christened the xxviijth of June.
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William Bolton was christened the xth of July. 
Katherne Deacon was christened the [thir] d of September. 
Anne Biddill was christened the [....] of September. 
Eobert Kitchin was christened xijth of December. 
Thomas Bowne was christened xxth of December.

Marriages. The yeare of our Lord god ![...]

Thomas Ball & Elizabeth Bacon [was married the] XXXth of 
November.

The yeare of our Lord god [....]
John Bolton & Jone Storar was maried the [....] ay.
Walter Whatley & [. . .] Biddle was maried the XXVth
of October.
John Eedg & Margret [....] was maried the ix111 of
November.
Richard Heads & [. . . .] amson was maried the xiiij111
of January.

The y [eare of] our Lord god 1562.
Edward Skechley & [. . .] Grime was maryed the XXXth 
of May.
William Yate & Do [. . . . .] ford were maryed the 
xxviij th of July.

The yeare [of our] Lord 1563.
Water Bowne & Kathern [. . .] e was maried the xxii*11
of June.
John Poole & Alis Orton were maryed the vij411 of November.

The yeare of our Lord 1564.

John Johnson & Elizabeth Saullesbury was maried the
xvth of May.
John Gyllit & Anne Biddle was maried the xxx"1 September.
John Wilcox & Alis Hall was maried the xxii"1 of November.
William Belcher & Alis Biddle was maried the XXXth of
December.
Eichard Orton & Elizabeth Smyth was maried the xxiiijth
of ffebruary.

The yeare of our Lord 1565.
Henry Storar & Margery Marpole were maryed the xxith of 
November.
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Robert Hackwood & Elyzabeth Bower was maryed the xxith 
of November.

The yeare of our Lord 1566.
William Yate & Isbell Jebbit was maried the xxij th of Aprill. 
Thomas Rooe & Jone Smyth was maried the xxviijth of 
October.

The yeare of our Lord 1567.
John Dilkes & Anne Marpoll was maried the vj'h of August.
Wittm Hull & Alls Meykin was maried the iiij^ of December.
Thomas Bilston & Margret Bidle was maried the xxijth of
November.
Richard Deacon & Agnis Gadesby was maried the xxj tb of
January.

The yeare of our Lorde 1568.

John Cooke and Mary Smyth was maried the xviijth of Julye. 
Wittm Bickering & Joane Greene were maried the xxv01 of 
October.

Anno Dne 1569.

Wittm Sheppard and Agnis Cademan were maried xij111 of 
November.
Thomas Wightman and Joane Barwel were maried Novem 
ber xxvj111.

Buryinges Anno Dne 1558.

Elizabeth Wilcoxe was buried the xxiijth day of Aprell. 
Henry Smyth was buried the Xth of May. 
John Bolton vycar was buried the xiijth day of June. 
John Smyth was buryed the firste of August. 
Margery Sherousbury was buryed the same day. 
Anne Ballard was buryed the xiij111 of August. 
Alys Jebytt was buryed the xxviij 111 of August. 
Anne Barsford gent' was buried the vj"1 of September. 
Alis Sarson was Buried the xiij"1 of September. 
Thomas Biddle was Buried the xxvjtb of September. 
Robert Barsford gent was buried the xvj th of October. 
John Martin was buried the xvj th of [ . . . . ] ber. 
John Saullesbury was buried the third of NoV [emb] er. 
William Biddle was buried the xxvj th [of . . . .] mber. 
John Millores was buried the xvij tb of [ . . . . ] 
Wssely Langley was buried the vtb of January.



246 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

Eobert Deacon was buried the xixlb of January. 
Barbary Deacon was buried the xxiiij th of January. 
Margrit Whatley was buried the xxxth of January. 
Sir Robert Shrowesbury was the xxxth of January. 
Wittm Langley was buried the third of ffebruary. 
Alis Orton was buried the iiij 111 of ffebruary. 
Avis Jebbit was buried the vij th of ffebruary. 
John Kitchin was buried the vij 01 of March. 
Arthur Dyson was buried the xvij th of March. 
John Wolis was buried the XXth of March. 
William Grime was buried the xxiiij 111 of March.

The yeare of our Lord 1559.
Joyse Wolis was buried the last of March. 
Anthony Yate was buried the viij th of May. 
Thomas Machime was buried the xj 1^ of May. 
Emet Griffin was buried the XVth of September. 
Henry fflamson was buryed the xix111 of September. 
Joyse Sault was buried the xxth of October. 
Roger Sherysbury was buryed the xxvth October. 
Margery Wilcox was buried the Vth of January. 
Richard Jebbit was buried the xvj 111 of January.

The yeare of our Lord 1560.
Julian Deacon was buried the xvij 111 of Aprill. 
William Browne was buried the xxiij*11 of Aprill. 
ffrancis Johnson gent' was buryed the xxixth of May. 
Joane Richards was buried the XVth of June.

The year of our Lord 1561.
William Poole was buried the xxviij th of March. 
John Orton was buried the xxiij th of June. 
Helin Smyth was buried the xij 111 of October.

The yeare of our Lord 1562.
Henry Grime was buried the xijth of May. 
Wittm Bacon was buried the xxiij tb of July. 
Katherne Jaks gent' was buried the xixth of December. 
Thomas Jebbit was buried the third of January. 
John Brown was buried the xvth of ffebruary.

Anno domini 1563.
Alis Milnor was buried the second of Aprill. 
Thomas Sault was buried the Vth of September.
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Austine Saullesbury was buried the second of October. 
Edward .... was buried the xxijth of January. 
John Browne was buried the XXIth of March.

The yeare of our Lord 1564.
Thomas fflamsone was buried the xxth of September. 
William Marpole was buried the xiijth of December. 
John Tonlinson was burid the xth of ffebruary. 
William Smyth was buried the xiij"1 of ffebruary.

The yeare of our Lord 1565.
John Wilson was buried the second of Aprill. 
Arthur Storar was burid the xxvij 01 of January. 
Elizabeth Shepperd was buried the xxiiijth of January.

The yeare of our Lord 1566.
John Smyth was buried the xvijth of Aprill.
Kobert . . . buried the third of May.
John ... as buried the . . of June.
Joyse . . . ult was buried the . . of November.
Elizabeth Biddle was buried the xviijth of December.
Andrew Tomlinson was buried the vjth of ffebruary.

The yeare of our Lord 1567. 
ffillius ignoti patris was buried the iiij th of Aprill.

in the yeare of our lord 1568.
Elinor Barsford was buryed the xj*11 of September. 
William Bivit was buried the xixth of Maye. 
Alis Plant was buried the . . of Auguste. 
James Kitchin was buried . . of Auguste. 
William Grimie was buried the xxviij"1 of December.

The yeare of our Lord 1569.
John Kitchin was buried the xjth of August. 
Elinor Barsford was buried the xj th of September. 
Thomas Whatley was buried the xvijth of October. 
Thomas Barwell was buried the xix"1 of March.

The yeare of our Lord 1570.
Sisley Saullesbury was buried the third of Aprill. 
Agnis Deacon was buried the xxiij th of Aprill.
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John Richards was buried the xvj111 of September.
o

John Chise vicar was buried the last of December. 
Joh' Bolton vicar 1530 buried ye 13th of June 1558. 
Joh' Choyse vicar sepult ye last of December 1570.

Christeninges from Anno Dne 1570.

Thomas Storer was christoned the xviij"1 of March. 
Henry Gillot was christoued the xiij 01 of May.

Elizabeth Jaques daughter of John Jaques baptized Julie 
jxth
John Roe son of Thomas Roe was baptised August xxviij"1 
Henry Orton baptized and buried february XXth. 
Isabel Terrel baptised May jxth. 
William Weuer baptised Maye xvj111 . 
Anne Sareson baptised January vj 111 -

Burijnges. 
Joane Patchet widdow buried Auguste xixth .

Anno 1571.

Elizabeth Storer wife of Thomas Storer buried february
xxvij th-
ffrauncf Storar buried November the xxtb .

Anno 1572.

Richard Salisburie son of Walter Salisbury buried Januarj
viijth .
Dorothe Bolton daughter of John boulton christened
Januar' viij 111 .
Edward Clarke and Agnis choise maried Januar' xxvj111 .
John Jaques baptized March XXXth.

Anno domine 1573.

ffrauncf Wheatley baptized October xxjx"1 .
Dorothe the daughter of Henry Storer baptize Januar' XXVth .
ffrauncis Langley son of James Langley baptized June Xth .
John the son of Margery Bacon baptized the same day.
Elizabeth the daughter of John Orton baptized August
xxiij"1 .
Robert Clarke baptized September XXth.
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An0 , dne 1573.

Anne Langley daughter of James Langley buried November
the vij"1.
George Bidle buried March 3.
Thomas the son of Walter .... buried March xvij th .
John Taylor buried April the xxiij th.
Baph Boulton buried June vij 01 -
John Marpole buried Auguste xxiiij411 .

1574. 
Antonye Taylor & Joane Gisburne buried July xvtt.

An0, dne 1574.
Nicholas Bownam & Elizabeth Marpole maried the 3 of
November.
ffrauncf the son of Hugh Weeuer baptized January 17tb.
Wittm the son of Robert Humpstone baptized february 15.
Dorothe the daughter of Thomas Roe baptized februaryxxiij111.
Robert the son of Nicholas Bownam baptized March xxvij01 -
Alice the daughter of Thomas Deacon baptized the same
day.
Edward the son of Wiftm Storer baptized April the 4t-
Elizabeth the daughter of Rob'te Orton baptized Maye jx411 .
Thomas Wood and Cisele Clarke were maried the viij"1
daye of November.
Thomas Cruell and Anne Pate maried Aprill xxviijth .
the son of Anthony Taylor buried June jxth.
Richard the son of Henry Salisbury baptised Auguste vij 01 .
Robert the son of John flamstone baptised August vij"1 .

Ann0 dne 1574.
Wittm the son of Robert Marplate baptized the xxvj"1 of 
September.

Anno dne 1575.
Robert Lett and Joane Yate were maried Novembr. vij01 -
Robert the son of Nicholas Bretfield were maried the xiij th
of Marche [sic.]
ffrauncis the son of Walter Salisbury buried March 3.
John the son of Anthony Taylor baptized the same day.
Thomas the son of Thomas Moore baptized 3 of December.
Anne Bownam baptized June xiijth .
Thomas Arden and Anne Barforde were maried the xxijth
of June.
Robert Richards was boarne the same daye.
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An0 - dne 1579.
Julius Watson then vicar of Shakerston. 
Walter Bowne and John flamston churchwardens.

Thomas Prisuall and Katherin Gortun maried Decemb' j. 
John Wilcoxe was buried the 3 of December. 
Wittm Ball was maried the fyrst of December. 
Richard Bacon was maried the frist of December. 
Issabell Wildes of Snarson was buried the viijth of January. 
Mary Tyffir was christened the xvth of ffebuary. 
John Bownane was christened the vij th of ffebruay. 
John Marpoll was buried the xvij th of March. 
Sara Deas was christened the xij th of Aprill. 
Katherine Humpson was christoned the XVth of Aprill. 
Mary Tifvir was buried the viij th of Aprill. 
Adrian Barsford was christoned the xvth of June. 
John Storar was christoned the xviij th of October. 
John Greene was christoned the xviij111 of October. 
Rich: Everat was maryed the second of November. 
Kathern Arden was christened the Xth of November.

Shakerstone Anno 1580 Julius Watso vicar
Robert Orton & Richard Orton churchwardens.

Thomas Yates was buried ffebruary xix11.
Tho : Barwell was maried June xixth.
Tho : and Edward Barford baptised June xxviijth.
Judith Deacon was baptised September xxi1*1 .
Alis Wyate buried October xiijth.
Andrewes wyfe buried October xiiij th.
Elizabeth Sareson buried October xxxth.
Henry Bidle was maried November xxvj"1.
Richard Bidle of Snareson maried November xxviij"1 .
John Taylor and Jayes Hide were baptised November xxj111 .
Wittm Bownam was buried December the xij th -

Anno dne 1581. Shakerston.
Julius Watson Vicar.
Henry Storar and Richard Orton churchwardens.

The Heardf wiff was buried the xxviij"1 of December.
Dorothie Arden christened the xj 01 of January.
John Yats was maried the xvj*11 of January.
John Bacon was maried the xxiij"1 of January.
Joyse Hardin was buried the first of ffebruary.
Wittm ... of Oddeston was christoned the second
of ffebr.
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Thomas Hardin was maryed the vj 01 of ffebruary.
Ellin Bacon was christened the xijth of ffebruary.
Arthur Clark was maried the xij th of March.
Dorothie Barwell was christoned the second of Aprill.
Eobert Tealor was Buried the xijth of May.
Johne Eise was buried the xiiij th of May.
Mother Gisburne of Oddeston was buried the first of July.
Marie Clark was baptized the second of July.
John Walplat was baptized the third of September.
John Teyler was buried the vij lh of September.
Dorothie Green was baptizad the viij th of October.

Ano. Dom. 1582 | Witt Sarson and } n, , -. 
Julius Watson vicar. \ Kobert Barwell j Churchwardens.

John Jebbit was maried the xxjx**1 of January. 
John fflamson was buried the XVth of Aprill. 
Agnis Swinfield was buried the xviijth of Aprill. 
Henry Biddle was christoned the vj th of May. 
Elizabeth Roe was baptized the xxjxth of June. 
Katherne Pyme was baptized the vij 411 of July. 
Dorothie Watson was baptized the 22th of October. 
Wittm Bowman was baptized the XXXth of October. 
John Vnderwood was maried the xxviij'11 of October. 
John Storer was maried the xxvj th of November. 
Elizabeth Storer was baptized the xxxth of November.

Anno Dom 1583. ( Eobert Greenne J Churchwardens . 
Julius Watson vicar. ( and Wm Gisbowrn I

Margrit Arden was baptized the xxvij1*1 of December.
Dorothie Yats was baptized the xvj01 of January.
Eobert Teyler was baptized the xxvijth of January.
John Yats was maryed the xxiij th of May.
Sara Barwell was baptized the vij th of July.
Eobert & Katherne Jebbitt was baptized the xxviijth of
July.
Eobert Jebbit was buried the xxjxth of July.
Wittm Tomlinson was baptized the xj*11 of Auguste.
Katherie Jebbit was buried xiij th of Auguste.
Dorothie Barsford was baptized the xxviij th of August.
Katherne Clark was baptized the vth of September.
Thomas Storer was baptized the xvtb of September.
Thomas Greene was baptized the xxij th of December.
Elizabeth Biddle was baptized the xxvth of December.
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An" dominj 1584 Juljus Watson viccar.
Robert Grinne & Wittm Gisborne Churchwardens.

Mary Arden was baptized the first of January. 
Thomas Greene was buried the the xxiiijth of January. 
Josyas Walplat baptized the second of ffebruary. 
Henry Sarson was inaried the xivij th of July. 
Elizabeth Bradfeild was baptized the xxiij th of September. 
Sissely Bacon was maried the xij th of October.

Anno Dom 1584 Julius Watson vicar 
John Storer and Rich: Bacon Churchwardens.

John Biddle and Margrit fflamson was maried the vij"1 of
December.
Henry Grime was baptized the xxth of December.
Elizabeth Arden was baptized the xiiij01 of ffebruary.
John Biddle was buried the iiij1*1 of March.

An0. Dne 1585
Joyse Sarson was buried the xxiiij of Aprill.
John Bowne was Christened the xxvth of Aprill.
Judeth Watson was baptized the ffirst of May.
Anne Yats was baptized the xvj'11 of May.
Henry Biddle was baptized the xij01 of September.
Issabell Tealer was Baptized the xixth of September.
Thomas Bacon the sonne of Jhon Bacon was chrysned xxiij
October.
Anne Byddle ye daughter of Henrye Byddle was baptized
ye xvij October.
Henrye Storar was buryed the xij of November Anno Dne 1585.
Anna Byddle was buryed ye xviij411 daye of Deceber.
Rueth Barwell ye daughter of Thomas Barwell was baptized
the xix December.
Rueth Barwell y6 daughter of Thomas Barwell was buryed
ye xiij th January.
Elyzabeth Arden the daughter of Thomas Arden was
buryed ye xiij th January.
Helin Roe the daughter of Thomas Roo was christned ye
xxth of March.
Marye Plantt ye daughter of Jhon Plantt was christned y"
xth of Aprill.
Agnis Weaver was buryed the xij111 of Apryll.
Wyllyam Bownam sonne of Nycholas Bownam was baptyzed
y6 xxiij01 Aprill.
Anna Clarke ye daughter of Arthur Clarke was Baptized ye
xxvij th of Aprill.
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Kobart Byddle ye Sonne of Henrye Byddle was baptyzed
ye iiij"1 December.
Elyzbeth Bacon ye daughter of Rychard Bacon was baptyzed
ye xj 111 of December.
Mathewe Kytchin was buried tbe xja day of December.

The yeare of our Lord 1586. 
George Arden was baptized the xix of Januarye.

Anno dine 1587.
Dorothye Rice baptized the Secondeof Aprill AnnaDnie 1585. 
Dorothy Rice was buried y6 xxij of Aprill Anna dni 1585.

The yeare of our Lord 1587.
George Walplatt was baptised ye xij01 July Anna Dnie 1585. 
Elizabeth Greene was baptised y" XYY of June Anna Dnie 
1585.

The yeare of our Lord An0. Domini 1587. 
And was buried the xxj of September.

The yeare of our Lord 1588.
Thomas Deeppinge and Anna Rice was maried the xviij day
of October.
Anna Baston the daughter of Balste Baston was baptised
Xth Marche.
Henry Prinsep and Anna Whale was maried vij day of
Nouember.
Mary Arden was baptised the iiij th day of ffebruary.
Elizabeth Ardeii was baptised the ix day of March.
[An entry erased.]
Thomas Bidle was baptised the xiij 111 day of Aprill. 
ffrauncis Barford was buried the XIXth of Aprill. 
Henry Barwell was buried the xxjth daye of June. 
Katheren Tomlison was baptised the third daye of Augusts. 
Thomas Bydle was baptised the fyrste day of September. 
Katharin* Prinsep was baptised the xiiij 111 day of
September.
Jeffery Dipinge was baptised the XXth day of September.

the yeare of cure Lord Anno Domini 1589.
Arthur Bereford was baptised 24th day of October.
Jhon More and Susanna Butler was maried 19 th day of
November, t

* The word " Whale " is erased, 
t The word "January" is erased and "November" written over.
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John Bounde and Margery borkes was maried the 20th day
of January.
Thomas perie and Anna sheppard was maried 30th of
Januarye.
Hugh Holland was buried the 23th day of March.
Aggnes Sarson was buried the 29th day of Aprill.
Willam Bacon was baptised 5th day of Apryll.
Agnas Byddle was buried the first day of Maye.
George berford was buried the 1C 1 ' 1 day of Maye.
Elizabeth Yates was baptised the 28th day of June.
Jeese Greene was baptised 14th daye of Julye.

Anno D°. 1589.
Edward Haddue and Margere storer was maryed first
Nouember.
The sonne of John Jebet was buried the syxte daye of
Nouember.
Roberte Stretton and Anna Gillet was mared 14th of
December.
George Barwell was baptised the Htf* of December.
Dorothe Clarke was baptised the firste of January.
Wittm Sareson was baptised the XVth of December.
Sara Plante was baptised the firste of ffebruary.
The sonne of John bounde was buried the third daye of
March.

An0 - Dne 1590.
John Salisbury was buried the thirde daye of Maye. 
Elizabeth Biddle was baptysed the iij d daye of Maye. 
John Jakes was buried Maye the xiiij"1 - 
William Stretten was bapsed Auguste xiiij 01.

Ano Dne 1591.
Abraham Bacon was baptised October the xj"1 .
Dorothy Berford and the wife of Arthur Berford gent.
weere buried the second daye of Decembr
The sonne of John Jebbit was buried Decemb* xiiij*11 .
John Deeping was baptised December xxvij th.
George Yemans and Mary Roo weere maried ffebruary 2d .
John Moore & Elianor Orton were maried ffebruary vijth .
Richard Bestocke was baptised ffebruary xiiij'h .
Thomas Prinsope was baptised March xiiij th .

Ano Dne 1591.
Henry Wilcox was baptised March xiiij ̂  
Joane Salisbury buried Aprill xiiij01 -
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Thomas ffrauncf and Alice Sareson were maried the xvth
day of June.
Thomas Riuet was buried June xxvijth.
Ellyn Bacon buryed Julye xjxth.

An0 , domini 1592.
Abraham Bacon was baptised October \j°i. [crossed through.] 
Eobert Greene and Jayse Langford were maried January 
xiiijth.

&

Eobert Bouney [sic] was baptised March third.
Thomas Salisbury 'baptised Maye xxiiijth.
Thomas Pryntopp buried June the second, [partly erased.]
Jane Taylor buried June xxiiij 111 .
ffrauncf Bivett buried June xxviij 01 .
Margery Kytchen July xxiiijth .
Martha Moore baptised July xxvjtb.
Thomas Salisbury buryed September XXth. 
Ellyn Stretton baptised September xxj",-th an0 dne 

1593.Dorothy Perry baptised Octobr xxviij th - 
Martin Meekyn was buried Novemb1 XXth. 
Thomas Knight was baptised November xth . 
Robert Barwell buried December xvij tb . 
Thomas Deacon alias sheppard buried febru ij a . 
Raph Gysburne buryed february 9th. 
Joane Cantrell buried ffebruary xxjxth. 
Wiftm Moore baptised March XXVth. 
Agnis Smith was buried March xxviij th . 
John Jakes was buried Aprill the fyfte. 
Nicholas Breadfeild buried May iiijth. 
John Goodman was baptised May xiij*11 .

Bidle baptised June the thirde. 
Elizabeth Baptised June the thirde. 
The sonne of John Jebit buried July xiiijth . 
Thomas Taylor buried July xiiij th .

An". Dne 1594.
John Wale and Mary Holland wer maried the xxth daye of
Novembr.
Robert Jekes & Agnis Robinson were maried November
the xxxth .
Dorothe Orton and Agnis Plant baptised Januar' 9.
James Winterhowse & An Orton maried April xxij th .
John Salisbury baptised March Xth.
Jhon Gisburne baptised June the ixth .
Richard Bradley & Joane Wilde maried July viijtb .
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Alice Salisbury baptised Auguste iij d . 
Elizabeth Scallet baptised Auguste XXVth. 
Thomas Jebitt baptised September the viij th . 
John Stretton baptised September the xxth.

An0 Dne 1594. 
Mary Whatley baptised September xxjxth.

An0 Dne 1595.
Richard Wilcox & Alice Wilde maried Octob' 19th. 
John Whale was baptised November the third. 
Arthur Moore baptised Novemb* the Xth. 
Katheryn Hausewell baptised January XVth. 
John Swynfeild baptised Marche the second. 
Jeffery Bownam baptised March the nynth. 
Elizabeth Breadfeild buryed March March the XXth. 
Marget Salisbury buryed June xxth. 
Richard Biddle baptised June xxiij111 . 
Mary Rynnet was baptised June xxiijth. 
ffrauncf Wilcox baptised July the xiij th. 
John Sharpe baptised Auguste the third.

Ano Dne 1596.
Bridgit Orton was baptised October the v*. 
Bridget Orton was buryed December ye iiij 01 . 
Thomas Plant baptised January xxij"1 . 
Robert Holland was buryed Aprill the xxij01 . 
Barbara Glascut baptised May ye firste. 
Margaret Tomlinson buried August ye seaventh. 
Agnes Gyllet was buryed Septembr xvj111 -

An° Dne 1597.
John Smyth and ffrancf Mekin were marryed October the
fourth.
John Boune was baptised viij of December.
Joyse Greene Buried xv of Januarie.
Edward More was baptized xxiij Januarie.
Willia Jekes was baptized xxvij februarie.
Agges Robinson was buried xv March.
Margaret Holland was buried xvj March.
Robert Jekes was burie iij of Aprill.
Agges Wilcox was buried xv of Aprill.
Robert Orton was baptized xvij Aprill.
Willia Baal and Dorothy Roe were maried xx June.
Robert Moosle agges Breadfilde were maried the xv July.
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Thomas Mountne was baptized the xxi August.

The yere of our Lorde god 1598.
Rycharde Salysburye and Agnes Rowe weare maried the
xviij111 daye of October.
James Barrowe & Jhoane Byddle weare maried the xxx01
daye of October.
ffrauncis Hunte & Margerett Chapman were maried ye
xxijth daye of Noveber.
John Byddle was baptized ye xixth of ffebruary.
John Sharpe was buried ye xxth of ffebruary.
Agnes Gysburne was baptized ye xviij of March.
Robt: Orton buried the xvth of Maye.
Edward Stretton and Marye Tomlinson were baptized the
seconde of Julye.
Robt Mosley was baptized ye xiij of August.
Henrye Wilcox was baptized ye xxviij of Auguste.
Robt: Mosley was buried ye ij of September.
George Swinfeylde baptized y" iij of Septeb1 .
Henrye Wilcox was buried ye xiij of Septeb1.

Anno Dom 1599.
Isabell Shalsburie was Baptized the XVth of October.
Thomas Breadfeild was buried the xviij th of October.
Thomas Depinge was buried the vj"1 of November.
George Wote and Marye Smalle weare maryed the xxth of
November.
Thomas Boman was buried the xiijth of Janeuare.
Henrye Willcox was buried the xiiij**1 of Janeuare.
Nicholas Salte and Marye Orton weare maryed the Vth day
of ffeabruare.
Thomas Garner and Chatheren Bowene weare marryed the
Xth day of ffeabruare.
Marye More was Baptized the xviij"1 of ffeabruare.

Ano Do Suzanna Shalton was Buried the xxvth of Marche. 
1599. Catheren Bowne was buried the viij 01 of Aprill. 

Mary Depinge was Baptized the xxth of May. 
The sonn of Thomas Hanwell was buried the xxth of May. 
Elizabeth Printop was Baptized the first of July. 
John Mosley was Baptized the second of September. 
John Mole was Buried the xxvth of September. 
Suzanna Stretton was buried the xxviij th of September.

John More Thomas Rowe & John Storer
vicker. Churchwardens.

u VOL V.
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Thomas Stevenson and Agnes Byddle weare maried ye
xxixth daye of October.
Wyttm Christmas & Ame Bowenam weare maried the XXVth
daye of November.
John Mekyn and Agnes Depeinge weare maried the xyj01
daye of Januarye.
Dorothye Tomlinson was baptyzed the xxth daye of
Januarye.

Anno Domi 1600.

Jhon Willcox was Baptized the xx April.
Mary Chrestemas was Baptized xviij May.
Robeart Roe was Baptized vj July.
Jonne Berwell was Buried xxj Juli.
Jhon Gisbron was Baptized iij August.
Jhon Orton was Baptized x August.
Sisle Power was Buried i September.
Mathew Harthwell was baptized vij Septem.
Thomas More was Baptized xj October.
John Orton and Dorothy Jates were maried xxij October.
Jonne Plante was buried xxviij October.
Robert Hichinson & Elizabeth Orton maried iij November.
William Orton & Ellin Bacon were maried ix Noveber.
John fforrian was baptized xiiij November.
Sara Mosle was Baptized xiiij Deceber.
Dorothy Bedle was Baptized xxij March.

Anno Dom 1601.
Jonne Bowne was Baptized iij May.
Robert Meken was Baptized xij Aprill.
Nycholas Bownam and Cornilia Gooder maried xi May.
Extuet att . 23°. Junij . 1601 . W. Stynoppe.

Elizabeth Saluberye was Baptized 24 June. 
Elizabeth Garner Buried xxvj December. 
John Garner Buried x day Januarie. 
Elizabeth Walplate Buried xvij februarie. 
Roger Bowna Baptized xxviij februarie.

Anno Dom 1602.

Robert Grenne was Buried xvj May. 
Wilia Printop Baptized xxiij May.



SHACKEESTON PARISH EEGISTEE. 259

Samuell More Baptized v September. 
Marie Swinfilde Buried xxx September. 
John Bedle Buried xiij October. 
George Swinfilde Buried xx October. 
John Mosle Baptized xij of December. 
Sisle Smith was Buried xxv December. 
Elizabeth Orton Baptized vj Januarie. 
Dorothy Garner Baptized xxiij Januarie. 
John Mosle Buried xix februarie. 
Nicolas Farian Baptized ........

Anno Dom 1603.

William Grieme was Baptized x Aprill.
The sonne of Thomas Hautwell was buried xxvj Aprill.
The daughter of John Tomlingson was buried 21 June.
Johninge Tune & Elizabeth Stoer were maried the 28 of
June.
Willia fare was Baptized 10 July.
Sammuell More was buried 22 July.
Mary Burdland was Baptized 1 August.
Wiliam Tvne was Baptized 15 September.
Wiliam Tune was buried 1 October.
Arthur Rice was Baptized 13 November.
Mari Roe was Baptized 8 Januarie.

Shakerston Anno Do 1604.

Edward Mosle Baptized 10 June. 
Samuell More was Baptized 11 June. 
Edward Bedle was Baptized 1 July. 
Jonne Hauchwell was Buried 8 July. 
Omphrye Gisburne was Baptized 5 Augst. 
Susanna Tomlinson was Baptized 8 Septeber. 
Steuen Swinfilde was Baptized 30 Septem. 
Susanna Tomlinson was Baptized x October. 
John Gelet was Baptized xxi October. 
John Gelet was Buried 8 December. 
Thomas Tvne was Baptized 24' December. 
Water Wale was buried 5 Januarye. 
Elizabeth Hichinson was Baptized 20 January. 
Robeart Rooe was buried 21 January. 
Jonne Rooe was buried 4 february.
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John Ano Do 1605.
Henry Saluberie was buried 26 March.
John Yates was buried 28 March.
Water Saluberi was buried 28 July.
James Creple was buried 8 Augst.
Elizabeth Orton de Snarston Baptized.
Anna Orton was buried 24 Augst.
John Rooe was Baptized 8 Septe
John Garner Baptized 20 October.
Robeart Walplat buried 22 October.
Thomas flamson and Elizabeth Yeat were maried the 4
November.
Ellin Sarson was buried 14 Noveb.
Margari Hadden was buried xxix Nouember.
Nicholes Rice was Baptized viii Dece.
Elizabeth Hichinson was buried xxij Dece.
Grace Gellet was buried xxiij Januarie.
Henri Gellet was buried xxi Januarie.
George Swinfielde was Babtized 24 februarie.

Ano Dom 1606.

Thomas Greene was Baptized xxix March.
Sara Orton Baptized 22 June.
Alice Crater buried 10 July.
Elizabeth Bacon buried 4 Septeber.
Omphre Gisbrone Baptized 21 Septeber.
William Berford buried 26 Septeber.
Martha Bowne and Anna Tomlinson were Baptized 5
October.
Edward Saluberie and Agnes Saluberie were maried 6
October.
The son of Richard Wilcox buried 22 October.
florence Printop Baptized 14 Deceber and buried 10
Januarie.
Thomas Saluberie Baptized 6 februarie.
Willia Hichinson Baptized 21 februarie.
Willia Meken Baptized the iiii March.

Ano Doini 1607.

Dorothy Flamson the daughter of Thomas Flamson was 
baptized the x of Aprill.
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Antonie Tealer buried xx Aprill.
Elizabeth Mosle the daughter of Robeart Mosle was
Baptized iij May.
The son of William Bedle buried x July.
Mr. Mychaell Asleie and M". Dorothy Barford were maried
iij of October.
Elizabeth the daughter of ffrancis Hichinson was buried
vj of October.
Water Salt buried viij October.
Thomas Eooe the sonne of Eobeart Eooe was Baptized
xxiiij Januarie.
Rychard Wilcox the sonne of Rychard Wilcox Baptized \j
februarye.
John Ryce the sonne of Antonye Ryce Baptized xiij March.
Thomas the sonne Rychard Saluberie was Buried xxiiii
March.

John More Ano Dom 1608 
Vicar.

Elizabeth the daughter of Robeart Hichinson was buried
iij of Aprill.
Elizabeth the daughter of John Tomlingson was baptized
the xvij Aprill.
Mary Rooe the daughter of Thomas Rooe was baptized xvj
Maye.
Mr Jakes was buried xv June.
Willia the son of Willia Beddle was Baptized iiii July.
Anna Orton the daughter of Willia Orto was Baptized xxx
July.
Arthur the sonne of Thomas Bowne was Baptized xx
Augst.
Isabell the daughter of Henry Printop was Baptized xxviij
Augst.
Thomas Berwell buried xxx Augst.
Briget daughter John Rooe was Baptized iiii Septe.
Robeart the sonne of Wilia Greene was Baptized xj
December.
Susanna the daughter of John More was Baptized xxix
January.
George the sonne of Rychard Saluberi was Baptized xxvj
february.
John the sonne Thomas flamson was Baptized xxvj february.
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John More vicar. Willia Bedle J Churchwar(leiis>

An0 Dom 1609.

Eychard the son of Thomas Pime buried xxviii March.
Eaph Swinfilde the son of Eychard Swinfilde was baptized
xxiii Aprill.
Daniell Philipts and Elizabeth Checle were maried xxvi of
Aprill.
Willia and Elizabeth children of John Gisborne were
Baptized xiii August.
John Jebet was buried vj Septeber.

(George Barwell and Elizabeth Bedle and Thomas Eobearts 
land Sara Barwell were maried xvj October.
Henri Sarson was buried xvj Deceber.
The sonne of Nathaniell Walplate was buried x Januari.

John More An Do 1610 Willia Sarson. 
Vicar Thomas Eoe.

Water Boune was buried 26 March.
Eobeart Mosle was buried 6 July.
Elizabeth the daughter of Willia Bidle Baptised 21 July.
Dorothy the daughter of George Berwell Baptized 5
August.
ffrancis the son of ffrancis Hichinson Baptized 2 Decem.
Nathaniell the son of Nathaniell Walplate was Baptized the
day of 20 Januarie.
John Gelet was buried 27 Januarie.
John Eisse was buried 29 Januarie.
Eychard Butler and Jonne Jebet maried 31 Januarie.
Sara More the daughter of John More Baptized the 17 day
March.

John More f John Ortone \ A . . 
Ano Do 1611. vicar 1 Thomas fflansonf garaiam-

Sara Eooe the daughter John Eooe Baptized 19 Maye.
the sonne of John Bedle was buried 28 Maye.
Isabell the daughter of Thomas fflamson Baptized 2 June.
Henrye the sonne Willia Bedle Baptized 9 June.
Marie the daughter of Richard Swinfilde Bap. 16 June.
Edwarde the sonn of Thomas Eobertes Baptized 15 Septem.
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Thomas Joyce and Elizabeth Wryght maried 4 Nouember. 
Larance Croshow and Elizabeth Jacson maried 14 No 
uember.
Brian the sonne Eobeart Berford Baptized 19 Nouember. 
Thomas Saluberie was buried 12 December. 
Walliam Sarson was buried 16 Januarie. 
Elizabeth the daughter of John Tholinson buried [31 
Januarie ?] 
Elizabeth the daughter of John Tomlinson .....

Ano Domi 1612 John More f John Orton
vicar { Thomas flamson 

Churchwardens.

Willia Smith was buried 25 March.
William Sarson was buried 29 March.
Henry Printope was buried 18 of Aprill.
Arden Stoer was buried 21 Aprill.
William the sonn of Robeart Rooe bapti 19 Aprill.
ffraneis the sonne of Willia farrian was baptized 24 May.
Rychard the sonn Wilia Bosworth bapti 31 May.
ffraneis Hichinson was buried 4 July.
William Hichinson was buried 18 August.
Mr. Arthur Berford was buried 4 October.
Henry the sonn George Berwel baptized 4 October.
Joyce Orton was buried 11 October.
Mr. Thomas Jaques was buried 31 October.
ffrancis Rydeard and Sara Plant was maried xxiii Novemb.
Thomas Breadfild and Sibbel farmer maried xxiii November.
Nathaniell the sonne of Rychard Saluberie was Baptized
xxviii December.
Dorothy fflamson buried xxviii December.
Brigit the daughter of Nathaniell Walplate was Baptized
xxiiii Januarie.
Dorothy the daughter Robeart Berford was Baptized xxi
februarie.
Jonne the daughter Thomas ffarian was Baptized 14 March.

Anno Domi 1613.

Rychard the sonne of Edward Moore was Baptized vi of
June.
Nycolas Saluberie buried ij October.
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Anna the daughter John Rooe baptized x October.
Thomas Breadfeild buried xix October.
John the sonne John Tune baptized xxxi October.
John Walplat and Ellin Palmer were maried iiii November.
John Wheatle was buried xi Januarie.
Anna Printop was buried xix Januarie.
Elizabeth Marple Baptized vij of ffebruarie.
William Hull was buried )
Elizabeth Marple was buried ] xiiii ffebruarie.

Anno Dorni 1614.

Elizabeth Jekes was buried xxiii Aprill. 
Isbell Salubery was buried xxiii June. 
Isabell Bacon was buried ii August. 
Henry Ludford and ffrances* Copper maried x October. 
John the sonne of Nathaniell Walplat baptize xvii Nov 
ember.
John Meken was buried vi of December. 
Mr. ffrancis Danvers and MriB Brigit Berford were maried 
xvii December.
John Wheatle was buried xxix December. 
Marye the daughter of George Berwell was Baptized the v 
of ffebruary.
Thomas the sonne of Robeart Rooe buried xiiii febru. 
Katheren Copland was buried xxi [left blank.] 
Rychard the son of Willia Bedle baptized [partially erased.}

Ano Domi 1615.

Rychard the son of Willia Bedle baptized xxvi March.
Thomas Saluberie buried xxvij March.
Rychard the son of Rychard Saluberye was buried the xxi
Aprill.
The daughter of ffrancis Hichinson was buried 2 June.
The sonne of Willia Marple was buried 30 August.
John Sarson was buried 3 October.
John the sonne of Andrew Jekes was Baptised 15 October.
Dorothy the daughter of Henri fflamson was Baptized 12
November.
John Ashsen anna Plant were maried 28 November.
Aggnes Wheatle was buried 21 December.
Elice Yeate and Thomas Ros were buried 18 Januarie.

» The word " Elizabeth " is erased and " ffrances " written over.
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William Tomlinson Bap 13 [february]. 
Thomas Perye was buried 21 february.

Anno Dofni 1616.

Josias Walplate and Anne Lawkings were marled xx Aprill.
Henrie the sonne of Rychard Saluberie was Baptized xii
Maye.
Thomas Rooe was buried iiii June.
Elizabeth Orton was buried xxvi May.
ffrancis the daughter of ffrancis Hichinson was Baptized
vii of July.
Rychard Bacon buried xxviii September.
Elizabeth Orton was buried ii of October.
Marie the daughter of Willa ffarian was Baptized v Januarie.
Henrie the sonne of Thomas fflarnsonn was Baptized ix
ffebruarie.
Nycolas Sharpe was buried xx februarie.

Anno Dom. 1617.

Rychard Orton was buried 24 April!.
Jopseph the son of Josias Walplat was Baptized 28 Aprill.
Samuell the son of Nathaniell Walplat was Baptized 1
Maye.
Joseph Walplat was buried ix day of May.
ffrancis Cvninggam and Dorothy Pery maried 20 May.
William Beddle was buried xx2 day of May.
Agnes Gisborne was buried xxviii day of May.
Agnes Tailer was buried 10 July.
Mathew the son of Robeart Barford was baptized 5 August.
William the son of John Rooe was baptized 17 of August.
Elizabeth Croshew was buried 24 of August.
Roger Gisborne was buried 25 of August.
Willia* the sonne of John Tune Baptized 31 August.
Thomas the son of Rychard Vnderwood was Baptized 14 of
September.
Elizabeth the daughter of Willia Tomlinson was Baptized
10 October.
Mathew Berford buried 11 October.
Willia Sarson was buried 15 October.
Sisle Vnderwood buried 22 October.
Henry Bedle and Elizabeth Bedle were maried 4 November.

» The word " Matthew " is erased and " Willia" written over.
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Rychard the son of Andrew Jakes was Baptized 18 January. 
George the son Georg Berwell was Baptized 1 ffebmary.

T , ,., . John Bowne ) John More vicar Hery Bedle } gar.

Anno Domini 1618.

Anne the daughter of William Sarson was Baptized the 10
May.
Thomas the sonn of Robert Rooe was baptized the 24 of
May.
Richard the sonn of Richard Blastocke was baptized 7 of
June.
William the sonne Richard Addams was baptized 5 of July.
Peter Wood was buried the 17 of July.
Elizabeth Chroshaw was buried v August.
John the son of Henry Bedle was Baptized 6 September.
John and Jone the sonne and daughter of Henry fflamson
was baptized 14 of Desember.
Katheren Sharpe was buried 18 Januarie.
Robeart the sonne of Thomas fflamson was baptized the
14 of ffabruarie.
Richard the sonne of Richard Salsberie was baptized the
14 of ffebruarie.
Robert the sonne of Josias Walplate was baptized the 14
day of March.

Anno Domini 1619

Dorothy the daughter William Breadfild was Baptized 11
Aprill.
Elizabeth Wheatly was buried 5 of June.
Sara the daughter of Richard Salisburie was baptized 15 of
August.
Ailses the daughter of William fforrian was baptized 8 of
October.
John Tailer and Anne Chester was maried 4 of November.
ffrancis the sonne of William Tumlinson was baptized 14
of November.
Daniell the son of Nathaniell Walplat was baptized 21 of
November.
Robeart the son of Richard Blastock was baptized 9 of
January.
Arthur More and ffrancis Sarson was maried 16 of January.
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Anno Domini 1620.

Jhon Sharpe and Elizabeth Donde were maried 24 of June.
Elizabeth the daughter George Berwell was Baptized 19 of
November.
Samuell Tatenell and Katherine Pime were maried 20 of
November.
Jonathan the son of Rychard Vnderwod Baptized 26
November.
Roberte Hasarde and Sara Hall were maried 23 of November.
Dorcas the daughter of Josias Walplatized [sic] was
Baptized 2 December.
Richard fflechar and ffrancis Willcocks were maried 28 of
November.
Richard Wilcox were buried 1 of Januarie.
Thomas the sonne of Arthur More was Baptized the 4
february.
Katheren Chaplin was buried 4 Marche.
John Plant was buried 6 March.

Anno Domini 1621.

Edward the son of Henry Biddel was bap— 2 of Ma. 
Raph the son of Andrew Jakes was baptized 25 of March. 
Frances Moore was baptized ix of Aprill. 
Thomas and John the sones of John Roe was baptized 21 
of Junne.
Dorothy the dawghter of William Biddle was baptized 24 
of June.
Edward the son of William Biddle de Snarston was bap 
tized 1 of Junly.
Laranes the son of Laranes Crosiar was baptized xi of 
August.
John the son of William Tumllinson was baptized xxvij 
October.
Henry Nuton and An Jacson maried xx November. 
Robeart Schechly and Jone Peg maried xxviiij November. 
Thomas the son of Richeard Flechcher baptized vj January. 
Thomas Bacon was buried vii January. 
William the son of Mathew Sarson baptized iij February.

Johannes More ibidem Vicarius.
Anno Domini 1622. 

Nicolas the son of John Tailer was baptized 26 of May.
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William the son of William Bradfeild was baptized 23 of
June.
Elizabeth the daughter of Eobeart Eoe was baptized 1
September.
Paul Walplat was baptized being the son of Josias Walplat
the 8 December.
James Blastocke the son of Richard Blastocke was baptized
the 2 of ffebruary.
An Mekin was buried the 8 of ffebruary.
Raph Bason was buried the 1 of ffebruary.
Mary Walplat was bured the 22 of March.

Ano Dom: 1623.

Martha More daughter of Arthur More was bapt. the 6th 
of Aprill.
Elizabeth fflamson daughter of Thomas fflamson was bap 
tized the 27th day of Aprill.
Thomas Pickering and Marie More was married 23 of 
September.
Elyzabeth Sarson was buried 18 November. 
William Bennit and Ezabell Salisbury was married 22 of 
January.
Rocher Bennit and Ezabell Tayler was married 3 of ffeb 
ruary. 
Sara More was buried 18 of ffebruary.

Anno Do. 1624.

Dugglesse the daughter of Edward Dayle baptized 27 June.
Dorothy the daughter of William Dutton baptized 29
Auguste.
Elizabeth the daughter of William Beddle baptized 12
September.
Henery the sonne of Andrew Jeakes baptized 12 September.
Elizabeth the daughter of William Lincir baptized 14
October.
Anthony the son of Jhon Tayler baptized 7 November.
Thomas the son of George Barwell baptized 12 December.
Edward the son of Henry Beddle bap. 12 December.
Mathew the son of Mathew Sarson bap. 29 December.
Thomas Greene and Katheren Printoppe were maried the
29 of May.
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Anna the daughter of William Bennit was bapt. 1 January. 
Ellin the daughter Larence Crowshaw Baptized 27 Januarie. 
Henry Beddle was buried the 28 of ffebruary. 
Elizabeth fflamson was buried the 28 of ffebruary. 
Danniell the sonne of francis Oker was Baptized 20 March. 
Eychard the sonne of Kychard flecher was Baptized 20 
March.

Anno Domini 1625.
Willa Smith was buried ......
Anne the daughter of ... was Baptized the . . .
Thomas the sonne of Thomas fflamson was Baptized
Edward Bound and Jonne Bound were maried the 16 May.
Wiliam the sonne of William Breadfilde was Baptized the
5 of June.
Anne the daughter of Thomas Greene was Baptized the 12
June, and was buried the 20 June.
Patience the daughter William Tomlingson was baptized
21 August.
Arthur the sonne Arthur More was baptized 25 September.
Robeart Orton was buried 26 December.

. the sonn of Thomas Lago was baptized 29 
february.

Anno Domini 1626.

Robeart Bound and Anna Halle were maried 12 June. 
Anna the daughter of Thomas Plant Baptized 8 July. 
Elizabeth the daughter of Thomas Greene Baptized 27 
August
John Smith Dorothy Ward were maried 31 August. 
Thomas Walle and Dorothy Bedle were maried 1 November. 
Elizabeth the daughter Robeart ffarrian Baptized 21 De 
cember.
Thomas Harthwell buried 28 December. 
Rebecca the daughter of William Benet Baptized 29 Jan 
uarie.
Dorothy Berwell buried 15 februarie. 
George the sonne Andrew Jekes Baptized 4 March.

John More vicar
George Berwell 1 Church - 
John Orton ) wardens.

Anno Domini 1627. 
Joane Tailer was buried 16 March.
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Elizabeth Berforth was buried 5 Aprill. 
Alice the daughter of John Tealer was Baptized 1 July. 
John Bidle and Elizabeth Rooe was maried. 
Govinge the sonne Rychard Vnderwood was Baptized 9 
September.
8uanna the daughter Thomas Greene was Baptized 15 of 
September.
Anna Hichinson buried 18 September. 
Luce the daughter Henry Nuton was Baptized the 23 
September.
William Buckle of Grindon and Katheren Bedle of 
Snarston maried 10 October.
Wiliam the sonne of Georg Berwell was Baptized 14 
October.
John the sonn of Mathew Sarson was Baptized 11 Novem 
ber. 
Thomas Tomlinson the sonne of Wiln i: o (

°f Ge DesSnber Blastoke was buried 20 Januai7- [*ic -l 
John the son of Mathew Sarson buried 28 January. 
Margery Bound was buried 9 March. 
John the sonne of Arthur More was Baptized 9 March. 
George the sonne Henry Bedle was Baptized 23 March.

John More vicar f John Orton , 
1 Henry flan son °

Anno Domin. 1628.
Roger Benet buried 9 Apriell.
Willia Benet buried 6 Maye.
Anna Bounde buried 15 Maye.
John the sonne Robeart Bound was Baptized 18 Maye.
Elizabeth the daughter Larens Scroshaw was Baptized 18
May.
Mary the daughter of Thomas Plant was Baptized 18 May.
Joseph the son of Richard Blackstocke was bapt. the 17th
of July.
Hanna the daughter of Robert fforrian bapt. ye 14th of
September.
John Greene was buried the 25th of September.
John the son of John Biddle bapt. the 29th of September.
John the son of Thomas Lago baptized the 29th of Sept:
vt supra.
John Moore vicar was buried the 2a of November.
George Potter and Elizabeth Orton were married the 25th
day of November.
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Henrye the son of Matthew Sarson baptized the 21th of
December.
Elizabeth the daughter of Richard Biddle bapt. y" iith of
January.
Edward Goodman and Mary Eoe were married the 2d day
of flebruary.
John Orton was buried the 25th day of ffebruarye 1628.
John the sone of John Taylor was Bapt. the 8lh of March.

Wittm ffletcher vicar Wittm OrtonWittm Orton ) n, , , Tho : Plant ( Churchwardens.

Anno Domini 1629.

Dorothye the daughter of Andrew Jackes was bapt. the 6th 
of Aprill 1629.

. and Isbel Bennit were married the 26th of 
Aprill 1629.
John B . . was buried the 25th day of June. 
Eobert Barford & Elizabeth Biddle were married the 24th 
day of June.
John Barton and Isabell Bennit were married the 24th of 
August.
John Andrew alias Tomlinson was buried the 4th day of 
September.
Eobert Eoe was buried the 25th day of August. 
Eichard the sone of Laurence Croshaw was bapt. the 15th 
of November.
William the sone of Wittm ffletcher was bapt. the . ,tt day 
of December Anno 1629.
Sara the daughter of Thomas Plant bapt. the same [day.] 
[Ro] bert the son of John Drakly was bapt. the 28th day of 

ffebr.

Anno Dom : 1630.

Eichard the son of Eobert fforrian was bapt. the 4th day of 
Aprill.

A Eegister of all the Christenings, Marriages, and 
Burialls for this yeare of our Lorde God 1630 in which
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yeare of our Lorde God I John Hodges Mr of Arts of 
Excester Colledge in Oxforde was inducted into the 
Vicaridge of Shackerstone, vpon the 10th of July.

JdS Dea™^ ) Churchwardens.

Thomas the sonne of John Biddle was baptised the 15 of
August.
Joane the Wife of Richard Butler was Buried the 5 of
September.
Susanna the daughter of Mr John Hodgetts Viccar was
baptised the 6 of Decemb : 1630.
Thomas ffarrian ) . •, ,-, „. . ,& Anna Orton 1 were marned the 24 of Januai7-
Joane Plante Widdow was buried the 31 of January.
Elizabeth Deeping was buried the 10 of ffebruary.

Copied from the original Register now in the Bodleian 
Library.

W. H. ALLNUTT. 

March 23rd, 1881.
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SOMERBY PARISH REGISTER, 1601 TO 1715.

THE following is a complete copy of this Register (see page 236) 
made from the original in the British Museum (Add. MS. 24, 802) 
by the Rev. W. G. Dimock Fletcher, M.A., of Oxford. The 
entries are here given in chronological order; but those of events, 
other than Baptisms, Marriages, and Burials, already given in 
pages 236-240, are not repeated. Many of the entries are so faded 
and illegible, that it was found impossible to transcribe them.

1601.
Isaacke Greene a son of Henery Greene & his wife- baptised 
December 26 day.

1602.
Michaell Goodbye was baptised 14 of June. 
Catherine Robartes was baptised 29 of June. 
Leonardo Greene and An Duckworthe were mariede the 
27 of August.
William Harkette was baptisede : 19 : Septembr. 
Thomas Clughe was baptised : 26 : September. 
William Greene was baptised : 15 : October. 
George Harris was baptised : 16 : October. 
Margraete Wilsene was baptisede : 18 : October. 
Charles Clarke was baptised 25 October. 
Thomas barnes was baptisede 15 December. 
Thomas Simsone was buriede 18 December. 
Ann Greene was baptised 6 Januarye. 
ffrancis chorse was baptised : 6 februarye. 
Anthony Eglefeilde was baptised 14 febru. 
Jane Steele was baptisede 17 februarye. 

John Jarartt (or Yarroll ?)

1603.

Matthew Knappe son of francis Knappe and Anne his wife. 
Baptized februarye 24th day 1603 of Burrow, 
ffrancis Mengroe was baptised April 21 Day 1663.

1627.
ffrancis Eglefeild son of Thomas Eglefeild and fanny his 
wife ...... Aprill 12.
Thomas ..... son of George ......&
of Elizabeth his wife Bur .....
w VOL. V.
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Chrystenings anno Dom. 1631.

Edward Bollard was buried June 24.
John Green was buryed—July 24.
Tbomas Green son of Will : Green was baptized Sept. 18.
Antony Lee & Ann Killingly both of this parish were
married Sept .....
Matthew Knap son of Mathew baptized Octob. 18, of
Burrow.
Jane daughter of Georg Smith baptized Octob. 19.
Eliza Good widow was buryed Octob. 20.
Thomas Orson of Osbornly in Lancashire & Eliz : Askew
were marryed Jan. 19.
John Barsby son of Anthony was baptized, [sic.]

[1632.]

George Trigg son of Will : Trigg was baptized May 28,
1632.
Richard Key of this parish & Mary Browne of Burrough
marryed May 81.
Ric : Hare of Exon and Margaret Hacket of this parish
marryed June 2.
Ric : Lewis & Alice Knowles both of this parish were
marryed July 19, 1632.
Samuell Reeves son of John Reeves was baptized Aug. 24.
Elizabeth daughter of William Peale was baptized Sept. 16.
Eliz : daughter of W. Peale dyed Octob. 17.
Prudence Lamb daughter of Lyonell Lamb was baptized
Novemb. 1.
old Alice Hill widow was buryed Decemb. 10.
old Thomas Lee was buryed Decemb. 20.
Castor Smith son of Edward Smith was baptized Decemb.
21.
Joyce daughter of Thomas Smith was baptized
Decemb. 27.
Margaret ye Bastard of Ann Dalby was baptized Jan. 1. by
Roger Blewi'.
Isabell & Jane daughters of Robert Barnes baptized Jan. 7.
Sara daughter to Thomas Lane was baptized Jan. 13.
Margaret daughter of Thomas Sharpe was buryed Jan. 81.
Ann daughter of Tho: Orson was baptized March 3.
Eliz. daughter of Thomas Sharp baptized March.
William Knap son of Will: Knap of Burrow was baptized
March 17.



SOMEEBY PARISH REGISTER. 275

[1633.]

Eichard, son of Richard Keye of Burrough was baptized
May 12, 1633.
Robert Munck of Empingham in ye county of Rutland &
Ellen Loe of Somerby were married June 20.
Isaack Green & Alice Hill both of this parish were married
July 28.
George Billington son of Gregory Billington was baptized
Aug. 11.
St. John Adcock son of Tho : Adcock was baptized Octob. 20.
Thomas Green son of Leonard Green was buryed October 21.
Jane Smith wife of George Smith was buryed Novemb. 8 (?).
Ann Green wife to Hen. Green was buryed Novemb. 23.
Will: Hill was buryed Novemb. 23.
Widow Gond was buryed Novemb. 27.
Mary daughter of Ellis Burton was buryed Decemb. 16.
Old Robert Birdig was buryed Decemb. 15.
Elizabeth daughter of Matthew Knap was baptized Decemb.
14.
Susan Yates wife of Th : Yates was buryed Decemb. 15.
Georg son of Will: Smith was baptized Decemb. 22.
Georg son of John Smith was baptized Decemb. 22.
Casper Egglefield son of Thomas was buryed Decemb. '29.
St. John Barton son of Will: Barton was baptized Jan. 14.
Margaret Hacket daughter of Will: Hacket was bapt. Feb. 9.
George son of Thomas Bond was baptized March 2.
George Gond son of Thomas was buryed March 6.
Will: Chaip was buryed March 2.

[1634.]

Jane Hacket wife of Tho: Hacket was buryed April 17.1634.
Isabell Barnes daughter of Arthur Barnes was buryed May
12.
William Gond son of Will: Gond was baptized July 6.
Ann Green daughter of Isaak & Elizabeth Green was
baptized July 13.
Richard Sharp son of Ric. & Alice Sharp was baptized
Aug. 3.
Margaret Green daughter of Jane Green widow was buryed
Sept. 13.
Robt Lamb son of Lionell & Francis Lamb was buryed
Sept. 18.
Old John Sharp was buried Sept. 20.
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Andrew Dent of ye parish of Melton & Elizabeth Smith of
this parish were maried Sep. 29.
John Hatter son of Will: & Eliz: Hatter was baptized
Novemb. 2.
John Neson son of Tho: & Eliz: was baptized Decemb. 7.
Lionell son of Lionell & Francis Lambe was baptized
Decemb. 10, 1634.
Ann daughter of Tho: & Prudence Keily was buryed—
Decemb. 12.
Will: Reeve son of John & Eliz. Reeve was baptized feb. 22.
Richard Smith son of Edw: & Alice Smith was baptized
March 8.
Margaret daughter of Georg. & Eliz: Rob'ts was baptized
March 25.

1635.

Georg Blacke son of Mattew Blacke was bnryed April 2.
Tho: Roes & Elizabeth Adams were marryed April 14.
Charles Roberts & Mary Lee of ye parish of Som marryed
April 14.
Thomas Levis son of Rich: & Dorothy Levis was bapt.
Apr: 19.
Elizabeth the wife of William Roberts was buried Apr. 28.
old Thomas Yates was buryed.
John the son of Thomas & Eliz. Good was baptized May : 3.
Georg Burton & Jane Reeve both of Somerby were marryed
June 4.
George Walker & Battolme Walker both of Somerby were
marryed June 4.
Mary the daughter of Thomas Egglefeild was buryed
June 10-
matrimonium contraxerunt Joes Inkley & Katerina Greene
Junij 27.
Anna filia Willielmi et Annse Greene baptizata fuit Junij 29.
Auna Gigger vidua sepulta fuit Julij 26.
ffrancis son of Francisci & Joannas Wats baptizatus erat
Augusti 23.

[sic.] baptizatus erat Septemb1 6.
Georgius Smith & Anna Green conjunct, fuerunt Sept. 30. 
Elizabetha uxor Oliveli Porter sepulta fuit Octob. 10. 
Georgius Harris & Margareta Clarke maritati fuerunt 
Novemb. 3.
Elizabetha (?) filia Gregory & Jese Byllington baptizata fuit 
Decemb. . .
Georgius filius Andrij & Elizabeths Dent baptizatus fuit 
Jan. 9.
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Mary daughter to Eichard & Mary Key was bapt. feb. 21. 
Anna Koberts vidua, & St. John Barton filius Gulielmi et 
Katherinae Barton sepeliebantur martij 12°.

1636.
Johanes filius Thomas et Saras Lane neahero baptizatus 
erat March 27.
Elius filius Georgij et Janae Burton husbandman baptizatus 
fuit. Apr. 3.
Thomas filius Gergij et Battolinse Walker tayler baptizatus 
fuit. Apr. 6.
Valerius Goodacre laborer sepeliebatur Apr. 13. 
Henricus filius Willielmi et Isabellas Smith baptizabatur 
Apr. 24.
Thomas Hacket weaver et Alice Hill widow the banns three 
matrimonium contraxerunt Apr. 25. 
Maria filia Caroli & Marias Eoberts baptizabatur Apr. 25. 
Anna filia Jois & ffranciscae Smith pas tori s baptizabatur 
May 22.
Willielmus filius Georgij & Annas Smith agricolse bap 
tizabatur July 24.
Margareta filia Georgij Bass operarij, 26 annorum et virgo 
maritata fuit Gulielmo Roberts vidui et weaver utrique 
hujus parochiaa the banns three Julij 81. 
Maria filia Mabellae et Thomas Smith operarij baptizabatur 
Augusti 7°.
Maria filia Elizab : et Isaaki Greene baptizabatur Augusti 
27°. et sepeliebatur.
Georgius filius Annas et Eichardi Sharp textoris baptiza 
batur Augusti 28.
Maria filia Alicias et Radulphi Smalleye utricularij baptiza 
batur Sept. 11.
Eichardus filius Marias et Eoberti Yates operarij baptiza 
batur Octob. 9.
Elizabetha filia Janae Greene viduae virgo 20 annoru et 
Georgius Trig filius Thomas Trig caudelarij 24 annoru 
matrimoniu contraxerunt the banns thrice Octob. 11. 
Margareta filia Elizabeth® et Willielmi Trigge agricolas 
bapt._ Octob. 23.
Johanes filius Eebeckas et Joie Seton coakeman baptizabatur 
Octob. 30.
Maria filia Elizabethas et Thomas Sharpe agricolas bap 
tizabatur Nov. 9.
Joes filius Eebeckas et Jois Seton sepeliebatur Novemb. 8. 
Setha filia Margaretse et Oliveri Stringer labourer baptiza 
batur Novemb. 17.
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Erne filia Francises et Lionelli Lambe Clerici baptizabatur
Nov. 24.
Setha filia Margarets et Oliver! Stringer eepeliebatur
Novemb. 19.
Tbo: filius Elizabeths et Thorns Gad pastoris sepeliebatur
Nov. 25.
Tho: Egglefeild [sic.]

preston vidua sepeliebatur Decem. [sic.] 
Baker vidua sepeliebatur Jan. 2. [sic.]

Cbristnings 1687.
Joes filius Elizabeths et Thorns Gad pastoris bapt. Apr. 16. 
Zacbarius filius Elizabethan et Antonij Barsbye agricols 
bapt. Junij 4.
Joisa filia I et Edmundi Palmer baptizabatur Aug. 20. 
Ann filia Battolins et Georgij Walker vestiarij baptizabatur 
Octob. 8.

Matrimonio contract!.

Bichardus Atton de burgo Leic. laneus et ccelebs filius [sic.] 
et Isabellas Tompson spinster et soluta sedecem annoru 
matrimoniu contraxerunt Octobris secundo filia Hen: 
Trapsen agricolsB.

Burialls.
Galfridus filius Samuelis & Smally pastor sepultus 
erat Junij 25.

Anno Dnj 1638. Christenings.

Marie the daughter of William Smith and Isabell his wife 
was baptized Maij sixto 1688.
Elizabeth daughter of Thomas Hill ..... wife was bap 
tized the xij*"- of Aprill 1688.
Mary daughter of Wittm (?) Smith ffelmonger was baptized 
the vj'h of May 1638.
.... Daughter of William Knapp of Burrough Sheppard 
was baptized the 80th .... 1638.

[Here follow several illegible entries.]

[1639.]
Memoranda that Rebecca the daughter of Thomas Mulshoe 
and Elizabethe of Burrough in the pish of Somerbie 
Esquire, was baptized at Burrough the xxj"1 day of Julij
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1639 by Consent of Tho: Erode Vicar of Somerbie at ye 
entreatie of the said Mr. Mulshoe; As also that the said 
Mrs. Mulshoe was Churched at Burrough the xxth daie of 
August following by the same Consent and entreaty as 
aforesaid onlie being verie weak & sicklie & not able to goe 
to ye Church. She was Churched at her owne bouse by me

Tho Erode Vicar. 
Marriages.

Tho Brud.
John.

[Here follow some illegible entries. The names of Osborn, 
Cuff, Burton, &c., may still be traced.]

Ano Dni 1640. Christenings.

Thomas son of Wittm Huigb (?) Laborer and Alice his wife
baptized the 24th daie of Aprill.
Mary daughter of Edmond Smith fielmonger & Alice his
wife baptized May 3°.
Eliezer son of Anthonie Bousby yeom: and Elizabeth his
wife bapt. Maij 24°.
An daughter of Jasper Bridges yeom : & Elizabeth his wife
baptized Jun 19°.
An daughter of Wittm Koberts weaver, & Margarett his wife
baptized Decembr. 3°.
Ruth daughter of George Smith husb. & An his wife
baptized Januar. 3°.
Margarett daughter of Thomas Goode sheppard and
Elizabeth his wife baptized Januar. 7°.
Grace daughter of Edward Stevens sheppard and Elizabeth
his wife baptized Januar. 20°.
Thomas son of Charles Roberts weaver & Mary his wife
baptized Januar. 28°.
Sara daughter of Wittm Tompson yeom: & Ann his wife
baptized Januar. 28°.
An daughter of Wittm Ratcliffe woolcomber and Mary his
wife baptized ffebr. 7°.
Thomas son of Edmund Pulmer (?) carpenter and Margery
his wife baptized April 18°.

Marriages.

Wittm Ratcliffe woollcomber & Mary Cleter spinster married 
April 30mo.
Mathew Knapp weaver and Alice Tyler spinster married 
Junij 3°.
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Nicholas Picke yeom. and Jane Greene widdow married 
Marcij 10mo.

Burialls.
Mary Bridges widdow buried Maij 8°.
Thomas son of Wittm Greene yeoman and Ann his wife
buried Maij 2do.
Mary Sharpe widdow buried Maij 26°.
Wittm Peale Laborer buried Maij 26*°.
Elizabeth daughter of Edmond Smith & Alice his wife
buried Maij 30mo -

John Yarwell his Book.

1643. births.
George Roberts son of Thomas Roberts & Isabell his wife 
borne August 25 Baptized Auguste the 29th 1643.

A certificate of the christenings, mariges, and burials in 
Somerby in the Denery of frambland for the year 1712 
untill Lady Day 1713.

Christenings for ye year 1712.
Mary the daughter of Robert tomblin and of Elizabeth his
wife was baptized March ye 30.
Ann the daughter of Mr. Willcox Green and of Ann his
wife was baptized July ye 2 day.
Richard the son of William Smith shepard and of Ann his
wife was baptized July ye 6 day.
Matthew the son of Matthew Danzey and of Martha his
wife was baptized August ye 10.
William Plivary the son of Edward Plivary and of Ruth his
wife was baptized August ye 17.
William the son of William Middows and of Ann his wife
was .baptized December ye 3 day.
John the son of John Baxter and of Elizabeth his wife was
baptized December ye 7.
Thomas the son of Thomas Smith and of Elizabeth his
wife was baptized January ye 26.
Sarah the daughter of John Danzey and of Sarah his wife
was baptized February ye 15.

Burials 1712.
Isbell Sharpe widdow buried march ye 26.
Susannah the daughter of Thomas Burgidge Buryed
August ye 16 day.
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Ann Markley buried October the 28 day.
Ann Adcock widdow buried December ye 20 day.
Ann Adcock tbe wife of William labourer buried December
ye 20 day.

Manages 1712.

William Collier exciseman marryed June ii.
John Underwood married July ye 21.
Thomas Mason and Elizabeth Smith maried January
the 13 day.

Christenings 1713.

Mary the daughter of Thomas Ease and of Britannia his
wife was baptized May ye 11.
Robert the son of John Beeby and of Mary his wife was
baptized July the 12.
Thomas the son of John Walton and of Ann his wife was
baptized July the 26.
Thomas the son of Thomas Burbidge and of Elizabeth his
wife was baptized August ye 9.
Mary the daughter of Mr. Wilkox Green and of Ann his
wife was baptized October the 3 day.
Susanah the daughter of Richard Sharpe and of Deana (?)
his wife was baptized October the 12 day.
Martha the daughter of William Drawnate and of Mary his
wife was baptized November ye 2 day.
Dinah the daughter of Robert Burbidge and of Ann his
wife was baptized November ye 3.
Lydia the daughter of Francis Beeby and of franceis his
wife was baptized December ye 27.
Mary the daughter of Matthew Daurey and of Martha his
wife was baptized December ye 27. (?)
Elizabeth the daughter of John Barrs and of Elizabeth his
wife was baptized December ye 27.
William the son of John Scarborough and of Constance his
wife was baptized February the 8 day.
Thomas the son of William Widdows and of Ann his wife
was baptized february the 10 day.

Marriages 1713.
William Oldham and Jane Roberts marryed June the 1. 
Robert Corner maried June the 29.
Solomon Smith Soildeir and Mary Beeby maried Sep 
tember 20.
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John Leeson and Elizabeth Cannor maried November 28. 
Robert Barrs (?) and Alee Cooper maried Jan. 14. 
Edward Gedeby and Susanah Simpson maried March 13.

Christenings 1714.

Mary the daughter of Henery Riley and of Catharine his 
wife was baptized Aprill 4.
George the son of George Billington and of Elizabeth his 
wife was baptised April 18.
William the son of William Calents and Dorothy his wife 
was baptized May the 3 day.
Elizabeth the daughter of Robert Swift and Mary his wife 
was baptized May 9 day.
John the son of John Staton and of Mary his wife was bap 
tized June the 14 day.
Hannah the daughter of John Black and of Ann his wife 
was baptised August the 29 day.
Margaret the daughter of Mr. William Green and of Ann 
his wife was baptized November the 3 day. 
Richard the son of John Baxter and of Eliza his wife was 
baptized November the 7.
William the son of William Smith and of Ann his wife was 
baptized December the 19 day.
John the son of Thomas Smith and of Elizabe"1 his wife 
was baptized January ye 9 day.
Peter the son of Jane Stary widdow baptized January 
the 20 day.

Mariages 1714.

John Rickard and Catharine Walter maried March the 27.
John Scarborough and Mary Robisson maried March the 28.
Joseph Boss and Elizabeth Oldam maried Aprill the 17.
..... Carter and Mary Tayher maried July ye 5.
James Bradshaw and Elizabeth Fatherstone maried August
the 22 day.
Christopher Healy and Elizabeth Poudvil maried October
the 25 day.
Thomas Ward and Mary Robison maried November 25.

1714. 
Burials for the year 1714.

William the son of John Scarborough and of Constant his 
wife was buried Aprill 29.
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Dorothy the daughter of Thomas Goddard and of Grace his
wife was buried June ye 81 [sic.]
John the son of John Scarborough and of Constant his wife
was buried July ye 16 day.
..... the son of Matthew Dawisey and of Martha his wife
was buried July ye 16 day.
..... Noble labourer buried July ye 21.
Mary Cantt widdow buried August ye 9 day.
Mr. William Green patron buried October ye 29.
Thomas Bairs labourer buried November ye 5.
John Stary labourer buried December ye 6 day.

Christenings 1715.

William the son of John and Mary Beeby baptized June
the 2 day.
John the son of Matthew Bairey and Martha his wife was
baptised July the 3 day.
John the son of Kobert barns and Alee his wife was
baptized July the 10 day.
Mary the daughter of Richard Read and of Elizabeth his
wife was baptized August 7.
John and Ann the son and daughter of John Walton and
Ann his wife was baptized Septemb*. 5.
Thomas the son of francis Beeby and franceis his wife was
baptized August the 28 day.
Francis the son of William Midows and of Ann his wife
was baptized November ye 1 day.
Collie the son of George billington and of Elizabeth his
wife was baptized November ye 2 ...
Elieneo the daughter of Henery Riley and Catherina his
was baptized January ye 1 day.
Martha the daughter of Mr. Willcox Green born January 29.

Thos 
Alick 
Skeag.

Manages 1715.

Thomas Walker and Elizabeth Ward maried June 7. 
Mr. Daniel Jackson and Mary Rocock maried July the 
10 day.
William Wallis and Mary Bradshaw married Septem* 4. 
John Wilkins and Mary Tompson maried September 5. 
Beniamen ffawrit and Christiana Wagon November the 3. 
Hasting Dawson of Great Dalby and Alee Sharp maried 
Novemb. 28.
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John Scampton and Jane Walton marled January ye 14. 
John Cole and Mary Blower maried January ye 26.

Burials 1715.

Peter the son of Jane Stary widdow buried Aprill ye 21.
John and Ann twin sons and daughter of John and Ann
Walton buried September ye 19.
Mary land daughter of Thomas land buried Sept™"*™ 7.
Mr. George Chiseldine buried December ye 16.
Ann Allin widdow buried January the 1 day.
Elizabeth Dage widdow buried January 5 day.
Elizabeth the wife of Thomas Kirk of Sison buried Febe-
ruary the 1 day.
Martha the daughter of Mr. Willson Godda: buried
february 9.

May 31st, 1880. 

THE REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A., in the v chair.

The following gentlemen were elected members of the Society : 
Joseph Arnall, Esq., J. Barclay, Esq., M.D., and the Rev. 
C. Eicott.

The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited:—
By MK. J. HUNT : An iron bell, about two oz. in weight, found 

in a field at Thurnby, about eighteen inches from the surface; a 
medal of a religious character found at Kilby; a sword guard, 
temp. Elizabeth ; an ornamental iron handle apparently of an old 
chest; an antique ornamented lock for two keys, one a barrel key 
and the other a square spindle with very curiously arranged wards 
and bolts; three other locks ornamented with ingeniously arranged 
wards and bolts, all three locks of the early seventeenth century 
character; two large old keys of the fifteenth century; and a 
small horse breastplate of leather ornamented with brass, of an 
Oriental character.

By MB. G. C. BELLAIKS : A large thumb ring of solid gold, 
weighing about two sovereigns and a half, without jeweller's or 
plate marks. It was ornamented by five oval medallions, very 
boldly and deeply cut apparently by the hand, representing the 
emblems of the passion. 1. The Ecce Homo. 2. The feet crossed 
and pierced. 3. The cross, the crown, and the three nails. 4. The 
hands pierced. 5. The pillar and cord, surmounted by the cock
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and the spear on one side, the sponge and hyssop on the other. 
These medallions were joined by a simple but effective ornament. 
The opinion of the members present differed as to the date.

By CAPTAIN WHITBY: A poll book of the 17th December, 
1719, for electing a knight in Parliament for the county of Leicester, 
in the room of Sir Thomas Cave, Bart., deceased. The candidates 
were Lord William Manners and Francis Mundy, Esq.. The book 
belongs to Mr. Hames, whose family formerly occupied a large 
house in the High-street, where the Judges of Assize were formerly 
provided with lodgings. Captain Whitby also exhibited the 
accounts for the expenses of the Judges at the Leicester Assizes, 
beginning Lent, 1812, and ending with " The Lamas" Assize, 1814.

By MB. JOSEPH YOUNG : Two silver pennies of Stephen, counter- 
marked with a cross on the obverse, which has the effect of partially 
defacing the king's image. The conjecture is that this cross was 
added to the die by Stephen's opponents (the partisans of the Em 
press Maud), with a view of using Stephen's ready coined money, 
vide "Numismatic Chronicle" (New Series), Vol. ii. p. 189.

By DR. BARCLAY (through the Eev. C. H. Wood) The following 
articles of plate : two seal-headed spoons, dates 1590 ; six trefoil- 
headed spoons, 169J-6, 1708; two Scotch table spoons of 1695; 
one table and two dessert spoons, rat tailed Britannia standard of 
1716; one caudle saucepan, Britannia standard of 1722 ; one table 
spoon embossed 1749; and one fine Scotch soup ladle of 1765.

By MB. W. J. FREER : A very handsome tankard, richly orna 
mented in repoussg. The plate marks were rendered undecipherable 
by repairs. The tail end of the handle, now ornamented with a 
shield, was originally a whistle.

By the REV. C. H. WOOD : A silver cream ewer, dated 1784; 
and a handsome pair of silver shoe-buckles, dated 1779.

By CAPTAIN ASHBY (through Canon Pownall): A broflze celt 
found at Naseby, about two feet beneath the surface, by a labourer 
when draining, on Tuesday, the 25th ult. It measured in length 
three and a quarter inches, in breadth about three quarters of an 
inch. In form, while one end was scoop-shaped like a chisel, the 
other widening out terminated as a little adze, thus giving the tool 
a double use. Hitherto there is no record of bronze implements 
found at Naseby, though at Farndon, a few miles distant, where 
there exists certain ancient British remains, such have been dis 
covered. Within the last few years a bronze spear head was found 
there. These objects in bronze date from a period earlier than the 
Roman occupation of the country. How long before no one can 
say, but here, as elsewhere, the use of brass preceded that of iron, 
as stone preceded brass. An idea prevailed formerly that wounds 
made by a weapon of brass healed sooner than those inflicted by 
iron. " The woundes given with brasse be lesse hurtful, as in 
which mettall there is a mediciuable virtue to heale : according as
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Macrobius reporteth out of Aristotle."—Camden's Britannia, 
1637, p. 188.

KEY. CANON POWNALL also exhibited two " rounds " of brass, 
about the size of, and somewhat resembling, an ordinary livery 
button, only not having any shank attached behind. On the upper 
surface of the round, the Royal Arms of England, &c., quartered 
on a shield as usual, were represented in coloured enamel of rather 
common sort. On one side of the shield was the Rose of England: 
on the other the Thistle of Scotland. Above the shield, on one 
round were the king's initials, I.R.; on the other, C.R.. " These 
curious relics of the seventeenth century," observed Mr. Pownall, 
" are entirely new to me; and, not until recently, when I had the 
opportunity of mentioning them to Mr. Augustus Franks, the 
Director of the Society of Antiquaries of London, did I learn 
their use in that day. It seems that much in the same way as 
coins have been let into silver tankards, punch bowls, &c., so 
rounds, such as these, were then inserted into the bottoms of 
pewter vessels or dishes, presumably to mark ownership. These 
two seem to have so marked utensils of the Royal household, 
forming an ornamental as well as effective warrant that the utensils 
were part of His Majesty's kitchen property. Several dishes, with 
the rounds still remaining in them, are to be seen at the British 
Museum. Mr. Franks has never met with any which are connected 
with other reigns than those of James and Charles the First."

THE REV. J. B. DICKSON, LL.D., read the following Paper 
on:—

THE LAST VERSES OF SCOTT, 

WRITTEN IN 1832, AND RECENTLY DISCOVERED.

IN themselves the lines I shall read are, in some respects, slight, 
and in form they are certainly defective and faulty. Intrinsically 
worthy of Scott, however, they throw fresh light on his amiable 
character, and possess a literary interest for all, especially for a 
Society like this which values every relic of a great name, links 
the past with the present, and, refusing to live always in the light 
of common day, honours the memory of the man who raised the 
dead ages to life again, clothed them in their own garments, and 
set them before the eyes of his countrymen and the world. After 
reading the verses the satisfaction I had at first experienced passed 
into sadness in presence of the unfinished task, and of the too mortal 
workman falling before it. Mortalia me tangunt. Far advanced 
in the evening of his busy day, stricken with a mortal malady, Scott 
longed for home with that " heimweh," as the Germans call it, to 
which he was subject. Nor was the home for which he pined 
unworthy of his affection or unfit to receive the dying breath of
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the "Antiquary"—"that curious romance in stone and lime," 
"every outline copied from some old baronial edifice in Scotland, 
every roof and window blazoned with Clan bearings or the lion 
rampant gules, or the heads of the ancient Stuart Kings." It 
was in this mood, then, envying Goethe because he had died at 
home, that " the most voluminous author of his time " thought, 
as he well might, his pen laid aside for ever. But no, swayed by 
that inate chivalry—so marked a feature in the man—he roused 
his dormant energies, if only for a moment, to gratify a fair 
accomplished woman by some lines from his own hand. Taking 
down his harp, which had long been silent, he threw his trembling 
fingers across its chords. The lamp was flickering; it would soon 
go out; but he would trim it as best he could. The shadows 
were gathering about, and narrowing down the once great aisle of 
light that lamp cast around it, but he might still see, however 
dimly, to pen a last melodious farewell. A lady's wish or even 
whim had ever for Sir Walter Scott the nature of a command, 
for him, the knight sans peur et sans reproche, the Bayard of 
literature. It was this high and generous temper that breathed 
such delicacy and charm around the character of his heroines, 
rivalled only by the feminine creations of Shakespeare. Under 
his somewhat heavy and homely features, poor, if not harsh, voice 
and limping gait, lived and glowed the soul of as perfect a gentle 
man as ever graced the highest circles of the land, and gladdened 
the cottages of the humble but honest poor. A remarkable group 
of fair accomplished women stood around him. Foremost and 
earliest among these was a lady who has for us some local interest 
—Miss Maclean Clephane, of Torloisk, in the Island of Mull, of 
whom Lockhart writes, " She was the youngest, and gayest, and 
cleverest." This accomplished daughter of a most accomplished 
mother—cousin to my lamented friend, Miss Lundin, of the 
ancient Norman house of Lundin, of Auchtermavunie, in Fife- 
shire, one of whose ancestors, Sir Richard de Lundin, fought 
on the English side at the battle of Stirling Bridge—was 
one of three sisters celebrated not only for their beauty and 
noble presence, but for acquirements then little known, if ap 
preciated, in the Western Isles. Accompanied by Scott, Lord 
Compton, son and heir to the first Marquis of Northampton, 
visited the Maclean Clephanes in their island home, and the result 
was the eldest daughter became Lady Compton and afterwards 
Marchioness of Northampton. When doing duty as one of the 
preachers in the Mission conducted by the present Bishop of 
Peterborough at Northampton, my attention was called to a volume 
of poems on the drawing room table of the late excellent Mr. 
Saunders, Rector of Moulton—it proved to be written by this 
noble lady. Although very tired—for I had been preaching all 
day, and it takes a great deal of that sort of thing to tire me—
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I have preached two and forty times in nine days—I went through 
many of its pages, and was delighted to find them teeming with 
sparkling fancies, keen wit and vivid poetic feeling, charmingly 
framed and finished. The three sisters, with only one of whom, 
Madame de Norman, was I personally acquainted, now sleep side 
by side in the churchyard of Castle Ashby. Under the guidance 
of Lady Northampton's son, an honorary member of this Society, 
and now, I am glad to say, Dean of Worcester and Prolocutor of 
the Lower House of the Convocation of Canterbury, I had lately 
the melancholy satisfaction of visiting the last resting place of 
these attached and valued friends of Scott, with whose praises the 
ear of my early day had been filled. And thus it came about that 
as Mrs. Maclean Clephane and Lady Northampton were among 
the first, so the beautiful Russian lady, the Countess of Wollenluss, 
was the last of the circle of gifted and fair women that inspired 
the lays and burned incense before the shrine of Scott. The 
poem—if such it can be called-—written by request of this lady, 
is evidently a first rough draft of ideas rather than of words. 
Found in Sir Walter's apartment at Rome, and carefully preserved, 
it lately came into the possession of a friend of mine by whom it 
was sent to me. It is now in Scott's own handwriting in the 
Library of the Berwickshire Naturalists' Club. (The Club won't 
part with the original even for a day). The only possible or 
probable allusion to it I find in the last volume of Scott's Life, 
page 367, where Sir William Gell, who was Scott's constant 
companion in Rome, thus writes, "I particularly remember a 
remark which proved the kindness of his heart. A lady requested 
him to do something which was very disagreeable to him. He 
was asked whether he had consented? He replied 'yes.' He was 
then questioned why he had agreed to do what was so inconvenient 
to him, 'Why,' said he, 'as I am now good for nothing else I 
think it as well to be good natured.' " These words of Gell refer, 
I believe, to our verses, written with difficulty and reluctance as 
the shadow drew near. Here they are, and as they have been 
already printed I am absolved from all responsibility:—

" Lady, they say, thy native land,
Unlike this clime of fruits and flowers, 

Loves like the minstrel's northern strand 
The sterner share of nature's powers.

" Even beauty's spell—enchanting charm,
Decays in the decaying bowers, 

Until even you may fail to warm
The cold blood of my darkening hours.

" Mortals in vain—so says the word,
Seek grapes from briars, from thistles corn, 

Say, shall kind nature still accord 
Fruit from a withered Scottish thorn ?
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" Time once there was, alas, but now
That time returns not from the main ; 

The shades that dreaming dials throw 
Proceed, but pass not back again.

" Yet in this land of lengthening day,
Where April basks in Autumn's glow, 

Awakened by the genial ray
Thoughts of past visions strive to blow.

" The blood grows warm; the nerves expand,
The stiffened fingers take the pen, 

And,"

The above Iine8 are slightly altered from the original, and correctly 
rhymed. The changes made are purely mechanical. All the ideas 
are Scott's, but here is the original, not, I am sorry to say, in Scott's 
handwriting, which I had hoped to show you—n'importe.

" Lady, they say, thy native land
Unlike this clime of fruits and flowers 

Loves like the minstrel's northern strand 
The sterner share of nature's powers.

" Even beauty's powers of enchanting charms
Decay in the decaying bowers 

Until even you may set a task 
Too heavy for the poet's powers.

" Mortals in vain—so says the text,
Seek grapes from briars, from thistles corn, 

Say, can fair Woollenluss expect
Fruit from a withered Scottish thorn ?

" Time once there was, alas, but now
That time returns not neer (?) again 

The shades upon the dial cast 
Proceed, but pass not back again.

" Yet in this land of lengthening day
Where April wears the Autumn's hue 

Awakened by the genial ray
Thoughts of past visions strive to blow.

" The blood grows warm, the nerves expand,
The stiffened fingers take the pen, And"

The rest is silence. As the broken melody of these sweet sad 
lines fades away we experience a profound emotion. We are now 
present after fifty years' silence, at the ceasing of a strain which 
is now the heritage of the world. We see the fingers that had 
charmed Marmion from the Minstrel's Northern harp suddenly 
frozen, the chords still murmuring under their last feeble, but 
fervid touch. I do not know anything in literature more pathetic 
and suggestive than the abrupt ceasing of this attempted song. 
After the final word, "And," so pregnant with hope, we look down 
listfully into the soundless void. You will observe that the fire 

' x VOL. V.
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of the verse burns as brightly as ever, although the shadow of 
ebbing power is deliberately cast over it, " The ancient spirit is 
not dead," but the body imagination creates is faulty and imperfect. 
What can comfort us in presence of this decay of creative force ? 
The soul ebbs from time to flow in fresh strength towards the shore 
of eternity. Anaxagoras, when told his son had died, simply ob 
served, "I never supposed that I had begotten an immortal;" but 
one of the early Christian hermits exclaimed when some one told 
him his father was dead, "Cease your blasphemy, my father is im 
mortal." And so to the knowledge that in the words of Cicero, 
which are, alas, the limits of heathen hope, vita mortuurum in 
memoria mvorum est posita, is added the certainty of their strength 
and glory beyond the veil of sense and time. But, underneath faulty 
mechanism let us look at the soul. What can be finer than the 
modest grace with which, in the first verse, which alone is formally 
correct, the writer disclaims for his country all rivalry with the 
land where Promethean fire is fed from the golden urn of Italian 
skies, and likens his Fatherland to the rude clime from which 
his fair petitioner came ?

" Lady, they say thy native land
Unlike this clime of fruits and flowers,

Loves, like the minbtrel's northern strand,
The sterner share of nature's powers."

In the second stanza, mechanically imperfect, how characteristic 
and pathetic the confession that even beauty might fail, in "the 
decaying powers of his life," to charm back the blood to his 
stiffened fingers. In the third quatrain his love and admiration of 
Holy Scripture is remarkably shown. The words are in substance 
those of our Saviour.

" Mortals in vain—so says the text— 
Seek grapes from briars: from thistles corn."

And what follows, though halting in rhyme, is full of the old spirit:
" Say, can fair Wolenluss expect 

Fruit from a wither'd Scottish thorn ?"

That he should compare himself to a " Wither'd Scottish thorn " 
is another proof, if any were needed, of Scott's lowly estimate of 
his own powers, and of his exquisite fancy. The fourth verse is 
felicitous as well as touching:

" Time once there was, alas, but now 
That time returns not (aeei ?) again."

I seem to hear a Virgilian ring here. The lines of the great Roman 
might occur to him, in the land where the ^Eneid was built,

" 0 mihi praBteritos referat si Jupiter annos 
Qualis eram," &c.
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" The shades upon the dial cast 
Proceed, but pass not back again,"

express a fine thought and in perfect diction, nervous and strong. 
Then, in the fifth verse,

" Awakened by the genial ray"

of the sunny south,
" Thoughts of past visions strive to blow."

Alas, they only "strive." And then comes the end; just when 
we are expecting a fresh burst of melody :

" The blood grows warm, the nerves expand,
The stiffened fingers take the pen. And"

How few things worthy to live are completed in the closing hours 
of a great artist's life! Standing last summer before the last 
sketch of Gainsborough, in Castle Howard, with the broken har 
mony of Scott's last lines in my ear, I could not help reflecting 
how common it is for genius to leave its work unfinished. Never 
satisfied, it must go on creating. If it ever ceased because it was 
satisfied it would lose its rank. Thorwaldsen was found one day 
weeping over a statue he had just completed. On being asked why 
he wept, he said because it was the first statue with which he had 
ever been satisfied, and so he felt sure that his genius was going. 
Nothing which Scott ever penned places him in the first rank of 
poets, although in the second he "could be jealous of no one." 
But that he is our prose Shakspeare none will dispute. And I have 
often amused myself by tracing the influence of the great English 
dramatist animating and colouring much of Scott's best work—that 
master of all masters, of whom I may say, as Scott would have 
said in nobler words :

Stands Shakspeare on the highest Alp of fame,
His form fills every nation's wondering eye,
His voice their ear with sound that cannot die. 

The kings of thought revere their Sovereign's name, 
And hail him with a deep devout acclaim.

Sweeter than lute, and gentler than a child,
Strong as pure fire, and grand as ocean wild, 

God built his sou) of such a sun-light frame 
That mightiest spirits rolled, like planets round.

Forth from its depths in myriad accents flung 
The awe-struck passions heard their voices sound,

And nature, spoused, upon her Prospero hung. 
Humanity at last her teacher fuund, 
The bard of England and the lord of song.

In an age like this, critical and subjective, when our singers warble 
to select coteries, when pretty little graceful oratories and chapels 
rise under small, delicate, white etherial ghost-like hands, when
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we are asked to drink the rarifled air which inspiration quaffs in 
viewless balloons, it would be well for us that we worshipped more 
frequently and devoutly in the great Gothic temple the manly 
genius of Scott built, and drank more freely of the fresh, sweet, 
pure springs of earth's glorious hills the genius of Scott unsealed. 
To conclude, the really last words written by Sir Walter were 
these—" Sir Walter Scott for Scotland," still to be seen in a 
visitors' book in the Tyrol. In these words, taken in a wider sense 
than he intended, breathing the spirit that animated his life, lies 
the open secret of his work and fame. And the really last words 
spoken were these—" Lockhart, I may have but a minute to speak 
to you. My dear, be a good man—be virtuous, be religious—be a 
good man. Nothing else will give you any comfort when you come to 
lie here." He paused, and Lockhart said, " Shall I send for Sophia 
and Annie?" (his daughters). "No," said he, "don't disturb 
them. Poor souls! I know they were up all night. God bless 
you all." Self-sacrificing, you see, to the last—the considerate 
father, the perfect gentleman, the sincere Christian. On the tomb 
of this dead brother of our studies who "yet speaketh," I place 
this simple wreath.

July 26th, 1880. 

THE REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A., in the chair.

Mr. Arthur Peach, of Beaconsfield House, Fosse Road, Leicester, 
was elected a member of the Society.

The following articles were exhibited:—
By CAPTAIN WHITBY : An oil painting, by Throsby, the county 

historian, of Goose Simpson.
By MAJOR BELLAIKS : Farthing (Irish) of Charles LI.
By the CHAIRMAN: Five Greek coins. (1) Silver coin of 

Ephesus, obverse "a bee," with the initial letters in Greek E.P.H.; 
reverse a stag (sacred to Diana) standing by a palm tree, and the 
word ARTEMID (os). (2) Small silver coin of Miletus (Tonio), 
obverse, lion's head; reverse, a star. (3) Tetradrachm of Tyre 
(in Phoenicia), obverse, head of Hercules; reverse, eagle, and in 
Greek character, TUROTJ IERAS KAI ASULOU. (4) Tetradrachm ot 
Ptolemy II. (Philadelphus), 300 B.C., struck at Cyprus; obverse, 
head of Ptolemy; reverse, eagle, and in Greek character, 
PTOLEMAIOU. BASILEOS. PA, for Paphos, in which town the coin was 
struck. (5) Copper coin of Sidon, of the reign of Alexander 
Severus ; obverse, head of Alexander; reverse, chariot of the sun, 
COL AUR PIA METRO. BID. Dish of Staffordshire ware of the 17th 
century (circa 1680); in shape octagon, it had a bold pattern of



A WALL PAINTING IN LUTTERWORTH CHURCH. 293

four bursting pomegranates, alternated with fleurs-de-lis, chocolate 
brown on buff ground, with a centre, under which were the initials 
I.S. Though very far from being of good workmanship, it was 
exceedingly effective as a specimen of this ware. 

A paper contributed by MBS. THURSBY upon

A WALL PAINTING IN LUTTERWORTH CHURCH

Was then read by the Chairman as follows:—
On the north wall of the north aisle of Lutterworth Church are 

certain paintings in fresco, apparently portraits of two kings aud a 
queen, conjectured by Mr. Bloxam (Transactions L.A.S. for 1874) 
to be earlier than the time of Wickljffe. No evidence appearing 
as to whom they represent, he supposes them to be effigies of 
Edward II. and Edward III. We propose to adduce some evidence 
showing the probability of assigning a later date, though only 
perhaps a score of years or so (Mr. Bloxam suggesting the middle 
of the fourteenth century), and that they are in reality portraits of 
Richard II. and his Queen, and of John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaster, placed there by Wickliffe himself. There is indeed a 
presumption in favour of Edward HI., as he presented Wickliffe 
to the living, the actual patron, Lord Ferrars, of Groby, being at 
that time an infant; but the king survived the presentation so 
short a time, that the portrait could hardly have been executed then. 
We can see no reason for supposing the other figure to beEdward II., 
nor, in that case, could we account for the representation of the lady, 
whereas Annie of Bohemia, Richard's Queen, was known to be a 
staunch patroness of Wickliffe, and in conjunction with her 
mother-in-law, Joanna, Princess of Wales, was the instrument of 
saving his life when in great danger at the Lambeth Council (Lives 
of the Queens of England, Vol. 1, p. 599). Miss Strickland, 
indeed, considers her the first of the "illustrious princesses who 
were nursing-mothers of the Reformation." Wickliffe was ap 
pointed to the living of Lutterworth in 1375, having for some years 
borne the title of Royal Chaplain, which was continued to him by 
Richard II. on his accession. We therefore incline to place the 
paintings somewhere between that date, and 1384, the year of 
Wickliffe's death. Throughout his career he was a decided 
upholder of the regal supremacy against the pretensions of the 
Pope and the clergy, which gives some colour to the supposi 
tion that he would cause portraits of the reigning sovereigns 
to be placed in his Church. We shall presently adduce the 
reasons for joining with them, that of the Duke of Lancaster, 
his powerful patron; but may add, incidentally, that as Mr. 
Bloxam avers these paintings to have been formerly covered 
over with other frescoes, they may, in a similiar manner, have
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replaced a still lower stratum of ornament, perhaps pictures 
representing some religious or superstitious subject, towards which 
the great Reformer was known to have a rooted objection (Lewis* 
Life of Wickliffe, pp. 150, 104-5). Such a practice was followed 
in later days, when the Royal Arms replaced the crucifix on the 
rood-loft. Wickliffe was first brought to the notice of the Court, 
and more particularly of the Duke of Lancaster, by a pamphlet 
written in 1366, in opposition to the Pope's claim of feudal su 
premacy over England, founded upon King John's act of resignation. 
Several of his works were afterwards dedicated to the Duke, but the 
first occasion on which he appears as his public patron and protector, 
is when Wickliffe was cited to appear before the Archbishop and 
the Bishop of London, immediately after King Edward's death in 
1377. The Earl Marshall was sent to clear a way for him through 
the crowd, a mark of signal favour which led to high words between 
John of Gaunt and the Bishops. On another occasion, when 
Wickliffe was denouncing the sale of pardons and indulgences in 
the public street, probably in Leicester, the enraged Friar, who was 
vending them, exclaimed, " Take heed how ye listen to him, for 
he's a stark heretic, nor should he go up and down with his cursed 
doctrine, but that he hath the countenance of the great Duke of 
Lancaster, whom no man may gainsay; take heed if he come this 
way lest ye be led into evil; that is the Bible Doctor, the cursed 
parson of Lutterworth " (quoted in Gardiner's Music and Friends, 
Vol. 1, p. 137). John of Gaunt strongly supported Wickliffe in 
his noble task of translating the Scriptures into English, and 
declared publicly in Parliament that " The people of England 
would not be the dregs of all men, seeing all nations besides them 
had the law of God in their own tongue." And we may remark 
that in Wickliffe's rendering of 1 Peter, ii. 14, he uses the word 
"Dukes," rather than our later translation, "Governors," thus 
paying an indirect compliment to his powerful patron. "St. Peter 
commandeth in God's name Christen men to be suget either to 
Kings as more high than others, either to Dukes as sent by Him 
to the vengeance of misdoers, &c." John of Gaunt suffered from 
his protection of Wickliffe, his palace and furniture being destroyed 
during the riots which followed the poll-tax, which seems to have 
been as much religious as political, and incited by the Friars, to 
whom Wickliffe was a sworn enemy. The Duke's advocacy and 
protection are the more remarkable, as his confessor, John Kyning- 
ham or Cunningham, belonged to the order of Carmelites, and 
was of course strongly opposed to Wickliffe, having even published 
three books against him. But John of Gaunt was evidently a man 
of strong sense, and not disposed to submit to clerical dictation. 
Almost the only point on which he seems to have differed with 
the Reformer, was with regard to the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist, the Duke not being inclined to go the full length in
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denying the Real Presence. During the last two years of his life, 
Wickliffe resided principally in his parish of Lutterworth, and the 
short distance between that and Leicester, renders it probable that 
he was a frequent visitor at the Castle there, when inhabited by 
John of Gaunt. But, it may be asked, how do we account for 
the crown on the head of the bearded figure ? Supposing our 
conjecture to be true, it may be only a ducal coronet, which in the 
present state of the fresco, and the imperfect light, is hardly 
distinguishable from a crown. It will also be remembered that 
John of Gaunt married as his second wife, in 1368, Constance, 
daughter of Pedro the Cruel, and immediately claimed the title 
of King of Castile in her right. He did not renounce the claim 
till 1389, some years after Wickliffe's death; so that during the 
whole of the latter's incumbency, the Duke would have been 
regarded as titular King of Castile, and his claim would have 
been a special subject of interest at the time when Wickliffe first 
placed himself under his protection. This would account also for 
the rather singular circumstance of two crowned heads appearing 
side by side in the painting. The hawk on the wrist is a symbol 
of dignity and adds peculiar significance to our conjecture, from 
the fact that John of Gaunt was passionately fond of the chase, 
and entertained Richard II. and his Queen at a magnificent 
hunting party in Leicester Forest (which then occupied the district 
between Enderby and Earl's Shilton, including Desford or Deers- 
ford), shortly after the period to which we are referring. The 
sceptre in the hand of the other figure, may mark the difference 
between the King in esse and the claimant of a foreign crown. 
The "wavy hair," though a general trait of the Plantagenet 
Princes, is so far characteristic of Richard II., that Miss Strickland 
remarks upon his " feminine delicacy of appearance and feature," 
which rendered the difference in age between him and his second 
consort, the very youthful Isabella of Valois, the less remarkable. 
We have ascertained that there exists an original portrait of this 
monarch at Wilton House, the seat of the Earl of Pembroke, 
which almost exactly corresponds with the fresco figure at Lutter 
worth. It is figured in Dresses and Decorations of the Middle 
Ages, by Henry Shaw, F.S.A., Vol. ii., plate 32. Could similar 
testimony be obtained as to John of Gaunt, of whom there is a 
portrait in Curtis's Folio History of England, Vol. ii., it would be 
a confirmation of our theory almost amounting to certainty.
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September 11th, 1880. 

ME. JOHN HUNT in the chair.

Mr. W. Lawson Dash was elected a member of the Society.
The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited.
By MR. JOHN SPENCER : A celt found at Stoney Stanton three 

feet and a half below the surface when unbaring for granite.
By the CHAIRMAN : Several silver spoons of the sixteenth century, 

and a latten Apostle spoon.
By CAPTAIN WHITBY : A Roman coin of the reign of Vespasian, 

found in the Abbey Meadow, Leicester.

November 29th, 1880. 

THE REV. J. H. HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.

After the transaction of business in Committee, the proposed 
removal of the Roman pavement in Jewry-wall Street, Leicester, 
was discussed, and the following resolution put from the chair and 
carried unanimously :—" That this Society, having heard that the 
removal of the Roman pavement in Jewry-wall Street is now under 
consideration by the Museum Committee of the Leicester Corpora 
tion, most strongly protests against such removal, as destructive of 
its antiquarian value ; and suggests that steps be taken for facili 
tating the access of the public to view the pavement."

The Secretary, Mr. W. J. Freer, was directed to forward a copy 
of the Resolution to the Town Clerk.

The following antiquities, &c., were exhibited.
By THE REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A.: An old British gold 

coin. It is described in " The Coins of the Ancient Britons," and 
figured, Plate ii., No. 12—(John Evans, F.R.S., &c.)—" Obverse, 
convex, COM.F. in a sunken tablet; reverse, VIE BEX. A horseman 
charging to the right, holding in his hand a short dart, behind the 
horse a lituus-shaded object; the whole within a beaded circle." 
This type was engraved in Camden and Speed. It is found in the 
south-east of England. Verica, or Virica, the British prince whose 
coin this is, is one known to us only by coins; but Commius, his 
father, (COM. F) was a personage whose name occurs in Roman 
histories as being at one time the friend, at another time the 
enemy, of Julius CsBsar. Mr. Evans considers this type to be
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among the earliest of those coins of the Britons which bear inscrip 
tions, and must be dated a few years before the birth of Christ.

By MB. J. E. WEATHEEHEAD : A dagger (ivory handle and 
sheath); the blade was ten inches long, elliptical. The handle, 
which was ornamented with scroll-work, represented the Papal 
crown, an eagle displayed, and a figure in armour on horseback, 
the two latter in ovals emblematic of the arms of Poland; a plain 
shield; and a grotesque face or mask from which the tongue is 
protruding. The sheath, also embellished with scroll-work, repre 
sented in ovals, with the titles carved above, the crowned heads in 
profile of the four following kings of Poland, viz., Sigismund I., 
II., and III., and Stephen (surnamed Bathory), 1506-1586. The 
workmanship appeared to be executed on the apical portion of the 
ivory tusk obtained from the well known " Narwhal," or Sea 
Unicorn, a species of dolphin, and had been hollowed out to admit 
of the blade. The entire length of the dagger was about seventeen 
inches. Also, another dagger (ivory handle and sheath); the 
entire length was sixteen inches; the length of the blade was ten 
inches. The handle, enriched with scroll-work, depicted the crown, 
a shield with three fleurs-de-lis (the royal insignia of France), 
and the heads of two dogs. The sheath, likewise ornamented 
with scroll-work, displayed in ovals, with the titles carved above, the 
heads in profile of the four following kings of France, namely, 
Francis II., Charles IX., Henry III., and Henry IV. (styled the 
Great), 1559-1610, carved upon the tusk of the " Narwhal," or Sea 
Unicorn. The workmanship of the two daggers was evidently of 
the same date, and executed by the same artist.

By the CHAIRMAN : Grant of arms to Lord Ann Hamilton. 
Copy of the will of Mary Edwards, Lady of the Manor of Welham. 
Copy of the will of Andrew Nowell, of " Dalbye sup le Wolds, xvi. 
day of December, 2nd year of Queen Elizabeth."

By CAPTAIN WHITBY : A Japanese dressing-case, full of small 
boxes of different shapes. Its owners have been traced back for 
170 years.

By ME. W. J. FEEEE: A fine large medal, struck on the 
restoration of Charles II. Obverse, Laureated head and bust of 
Car. II.; inscription " Carolus Secundus Dei gratia Mag Brit. Fran. 
et Hiber. Eex." Eeverse, Britannia seated on a rock, the English 
navy on the left; motto above "Favento Deo; " below, the word 
" Britannia." Round the edge, " Carolus Secundus pacis et imperii 
restitutor augustus." A handsome bronze medal, struck on the 
death of Nelson. Obverse, bust of Nelson, with the inscription 
"Hor. Vicecom. Nelson, ob patriam pugnando mort., Oct. 21, 
1805." Reverse, full length winged figure of Victory walking on 
the sea, in the act of hurling a thunderbolt at some Roman galleys; 
motto, " Ipse belli fulmen." A model five shilling piece of Queen 
Victoria; a few impressions were struck off, but never circulated.
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The REV. E. C. MACKENZIE WALCOTT, F.8.A., contributed a 
companion paper to his " Parish Churches before the Reformation," 
printed in the last volume of the Associated Societies. It was 
entitled

THE CHURCH AND THE STAGE.

The object being to show the many illustrations furnished by the 
English dramatic writers, from 1558 to 1649, of the national 
religion. "Despite," writes Mr. Walcott, "their palpable and 
frequent anachronisms, their utter confusion of time, and place, 
and names, and other perplexing incidents, wherever the scene of 
the play was laid, the habits and manners are, generally speaking, 
as truly English as the language of the actors. It will, possibly, 
be a surprise to many persons who are not familiar with the 
Elizabethan and Stuart drama, to find how well versed the writers 
for the stage were with church terms, rites, and ceremonies. Of 
course, many reasons may be assigned for the fact, besides the 
personal predilections of each author." " The interval" continues 
the writer, " from 1558 to 1649, which includes nearly all the 
writers here quoted, was rich in polemical strife, and busy minds 
could hardly forbear having their thoughts turned to religion and 
church affairs, in the passage of such events as the religious wars 
in France, and the massacre of St. Bartholomew; the religious 
war in Scotland, and the execution of Queen Mary by Elizabeth's 
Government; the religious troubles in the Low Countries, the days 
of Alva, Egmont, and Horn, and the assassination of the Prince of 
Orange; the Spanish Armada, the Thirty Years' War, the fights 
along the Spanish Main, the Gunpowder Plot, and the Conference 
at Hampton Court." After further introductory remarks, Mr. 
Walcott's paper proceeded to give copious extracts from the dramatic 
writers with reference to the Holy Scriptures, the different parties 
in the church, the clergy, the services of the church, the church and 
the altar, lights, bells, incense, flowers, the pax and stoup, habits 
and vestments &c., &c., the whole being treated from an antiquarian 
point of view, and not in a controversial manner. This Paper was 
printed in the Associated Societies' Reports and Papers for the year 
1880.

The REV. W. G. DIMOOK FLETOHER, of Oxford, also contributed 
a Paper on—

THE ANCIENT BRASSES IN LOUGHBOROUGH CHURCH, 
LEICESTERSHIRE.

An account of all the Monumental Brasses remaining in the 
county of Leicester at the present time would be very interesting.
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I think it would be found that many of those mentioned by Nichols 
are now missing, whilst perhaps in a few cases, some not noticed 
by him have been brought to light. I purpose to make a few 
remarks on the fragmentary brasses now remaining in the grand 
old Church of Loughborough.

When this Church was restored, at a cost of about £10,000, 
some fifteen years ago, the few remaining brasses were fixed to the 
south wall of the tower. They are as follows :—

1. The fragment of an inscription to Eobert Fry, Eector of 
Loughborough, and Deputy Keeper of the King's Privy Seal, 1435 :

"..... cessionem gloriose 
Virginis Marie ppiciet 'deus Ame."

Below, on a second oblong plate, are these lines :—

" Nomine Frye dictus subtus jacet ecce Robertus 
Pulvere constructus, quondam dictamine certus, 
•Privati fuit is, subcustos nempe sigilli 
Lughtburgi Eector, paradisum det deus illi."

This brass was formerly on the south side of the chancel. Ealph 
Sheldon, of Weston, near Long Compton, co. Warwick, in a 
volume of Church Notes, which I have found in the Bodleian 
Library (A. Wood MS., C-11, 8550), gives this fuller inscription, 
and fortunately has preserved the date, which Nichols guessed was 
"about 1500:"—"Loughborough: In the chancel, on a stone 
even with the ground, ' Hie jacet Dns. Eobertus Fry, quondam 
rector istius ecclesise qui quidem Robertus obijt. . 1435. Cuius 
aise p intercessionem gloriosee Virginis Marias propietur Deus 
Amen.'" Sheldon also gives the four hexameter lines, "Nomine," 
&c. Throsby (Excursions, p. 273) gives an engraving of the 
brasses, in which the former part reads thus:—"Hie jacet . . . 
Eector istius ecclesie qui o . . essionem gloriose Virginis Marie 
ppiciet deus Ame." Nichols also gives an engraving (West Goscote, 
pi. cxxi., fig. 38, and pi. cxxii., fig. 4 and 5); and in his time the 
inscription was as follows :—" "i" Hie jacet Robertus Frye, quondam 
rector istius ecclesie qui o . . . . essionem gloriose Virginis Marie 
ppciet, Deus Amen." I mention these different inscriptions to 
show that the brass has, since Sheldon's time, been gradually 
diminishing.

2. This is an interesting brass to Giles Jordan and Margaret 
his wife, 1455—not 1415, as Burton and Nichols state. The centre 
part of his figure, and the whole of hers, remain. Burton gives 
these arms: Quarterly, Argent, three mullets gules, and Sable a 
chevron Or between three garbs Argent; but they were gone when
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Nichols wrote. On a separate plate is a greatly worn and almost 
illegible iuscription, which Nichols gives as follows :—" Here lieth 
Giles Jordan . . . and Marg'et his wife, under this stone . . . 
late fischmong, of London, fundour ap . . . ." The brass is 
complete, though greatly worn, and I much wish that some 
antiquary would decipher it, as it is not preserved in any book. 
Giles Jordan's tomb formerly stood near the old vestry door, in the 
south transept. There are engravings of the brass in Throsby's 
Excursions, p. 273; and in Nichols, plate cxxii., fig. 3.

On the back of the above inscription to Giles Jordan is this to 
Elizabeth Lisle: " Orate p aiabz Elizabeth Lisle nup filie Johis 
Cerff unie (via ?) Rememorator de sccio Regis Herici Sexti. Otuelis 
Lisle filij et Johne filie dee Elizabeth qe obiernt tmino sci Hillarij 
Anno xvii ejusdem regis." Probably this inscription contained 
some error, and so the brass was used by the founder for another 
customer.

3. An inscription, in two lines, to Thomas Marchall, 1480, as 
follows:—" Hie jacent Thomas Marchall, marchand de Loghtborht, 
& Agnes ux ejus qui quid. Thomas obitt xxxi. die mens Julij, ano 
dni. m.cccclxxx. quor aiabs piciet deus." Above are tw~o figures, 
and two groups of children. The brass is engraved in Throsby's 
Excursions, p. 273, and in Nichols, plate cxxii., fig. 4. This 
brass was formerly at the upper end of the nave, " in a cross aisle 
facing the south."

4. The matrix alone remains of a handsome brass which 
formerly lay near the entrance to the chancel, to Robert Lemington, 
merchant of the staple, and his wife, 1512; but not a fragment of 
the brass remains. In 1790 a portion of the canopy was in 
existence, and a shield of the merchants of the staple, engraved in 
Nichols pi. cxxi., fig. 37. In 1622 there was another shield of 
the arms of Lemington.

Burton and Nichols mention a tomb to Gilbert Mering, a gentle 
man of Nottinghamshire, 1481; and Throsby and Nichols give 
engravings of an inscription to William Goodwine, 1592; but 
there is now no trace of either.

January 31st, 1881.

THE ANNUAL MEETING

Was held in the Library, Guild Hall, Leicester: The REV. J. H. 
HILL, F.S.A., in the chair.
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0 
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0 
4 
0

6

Examined and found correct,
(Signed) THOMAS HOLYLAND,

Auditor.

After which

THE REPORT

of the Committee for the past year was read as follows:—

THE Report of the proceedings of this Society during the past year, the 
twenty-sixth of its existence, has heen deprived of some part of its interest, 
because the Annual Summer Meeting, held for many years in succession, could 
not take place. The absorbing interest of the General Election, followed by 
the Church Congress (which required months of careful preparation), made it 
impossible to give sufficient time and thought to the Summer Excursion. A 
Sub-committee was appointed to arrange for a meeting at Oxford, but found 
themselves unable to carry out their instructions. It is to be hoped that the 
Excursion to Oxford will take place in the present year. During the Church 
Congress week many of the visitors showed great appreciation of the antiquities 
and buildings of the town, to which they were conducted by Major Bellairs, 
one of the Honorary Secretaries, and by A. H. Paget, Esq. 

The Papers read during the past year were :—
1.—Extracts from the Registers of a Country Parish, by the Rev. Canon 

Pownall, F.S.A.
2.— Tuio Leicestershire Parish Registers, by the Rev. W. G. Dimock 

Fletcher.
3.— The last verses of Sir Walter Scott, by the Rev. J. B. Dickson, LL.B.
4.— On a Wall Painting in Lutterworth Church, by Mrs. G. W. Thursby.
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5.—The Ancient Brasses in Loughborouyh Church, by the Rev. W. G. D. 
Fletcher.

6.— The Church and the Stage, by the late Rev. Mackenzie Edward Charles 
Walcott, F.S.A.

Various objects of interest have been exhibited by several members of the 
Society, among which may be mentioned a specimen of Early English Printing, 
of the fifteenth century; several rare ancient British coins, exhibited by the 
Rev. Canon Pownall; and a curious thumb-ring by Mr. G. C. Bellairs.

Since the last bi-monthly Meeting, when a curious and valuable contri 
bution to the Transactions of this Society was laid upon the table, from the 
Rev. Mackenzie E. C. Walcott, that gentleman has been called away from his 
labours on earth. Mr. Walcott, who was elected an honorary member of this 
Society a few years ago, has died comparatively a young man. The son of 
Admiral Walcott, M.P. for Christchurch, Hants, he was born at Bath in the 
year 1822. After taking his degree at Oxford he held several clerical appoint 
ments. In 1363 he became Precentor and Prebendary of Oving, in Chichester 
Cathedral, which he held until his death, during a portion of which time he 
was also minister of Berkeley Chapel, Mayfair. Mr. Walcott's reputation as 
a general antiquary, and specially as an ecclesiologist, stood deservedly very 
high. Though a most voluminous writer—for during thirty-three years he 
wrote over one hundred works—his contributions are all marked with great 
care and originality. He was no mere copyist or compiler from other men's 
books, but laboured harder than most men amongst the original and rare 
manuscripts preserved in our great libraries and national collections. His first 
literary work of any pretension was The History of the Parish Church of St. 
Margaret, Westminster, which appeared in 1847; and his last, The English 
Student's Monasticon, which was issued from the press in 1879. Mr. Walcott 
was not a mere ornamental member of this Society: he contributed some 
valuable Papers to its Transactions. An early one was Church Goods in 
Framland Hundred, Leicestershire—temp. Edward VI. In the last volume of 
the Associated Societies appeared a valuable contribution from his pen, entitled 
Parish Churches before the Reformation. When he offered that Paper to your 
Honorary Secretary, he said it was his last contribution to sacred archaeology. 
The old passion for his favourite studies was, however, still strong upon him, 
for a few months ago he wrote:—" Dear Mr. North,—As I told you some time 
since, I have laid aside archaeology for good and all. I now offer you the last 
remains in the form of Illustrations of Church Customs from the Drama. It 
has never been attempted, and commentators are full of blundering. It is not 
a long article, but it has taken a very long time to collect and mature 
materials." This Society, in the Paper thus referred to, is in possession of the 
last contribution to archaeology from his busy and accurate pen, for his labours 
came to an end, after a long period of delicate health, on the 22nd of December 
last.

Your Society has discussed the contemplated removal of the Roman 
Pavement, and at the last bi-monthly Meeting it was unanimously resolved 
"That this Society, having heard that the removal of the Roman Pavement in 
Jewry-wall Street is now under consideration by the Museum Committee, 
most strongly protests against such removal, as destructive of its antiquarian 
value, and suggests that steps be taken for facilitating the access of the public 
to view the Pavement." A resolution similiar in effect has been passed by the 
Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society, and copies of both resolutions 
were forwarded to the Town Clerk. Your Secretary, Mr. W. J. Freer, has 
also been in communication with the Society of Antiquaries on the subject, and 
it is hoped that some satisfactory result may be arrived at, which may tend to 
preserve for future generations, so remarkable a memorial of the Roman 
occupation of Leicester.

During the past year several churches in the county have been reopened 
after repair, among them may be noticed :—
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SILBBY CHURCH.
This church has been two years under repair. The old foundations of the 

walls and pillars have heen replaced by fresh foundations of granite chips and 
Portland cement. The east window of five lights, surmounted by handsome 
tracery, is new; choir seats of oak and pitch pine have been placed on either 
side of the chancel, and a beautiful screen erected on the north side. The oak 
roof has been restored, and the tower made safe by repairing the upper portion. 
The western arch previously blocked up has been opened, the gallery taken 
away, and a new ringers' floor built. On the south side of the building a 
priests' chamber or library was discovered. The restoration has been carried 
out by Mr. Blomfield, of London.

ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.

This church has been enlarged and greatly beautified by the addition of 
several stained glass windows placed in the north transept as a public memorial 
of the late William Perry Herrick, Esq., and Miss Herrick.

LAUGHTON.
Laughton Church has been completed, and was reopened on the 13th July 

after a thorough restoration, from the plans of Mr. Charles Kirk, architect, of 
Sleaford. The chancel has been rebuilt, a new roof placed on the nave, and 
the internal fittings of the church replaced.

S. MARTIN'S, LEICESTER.
The north aisle of this church has been repaired under the direction of 

Mr. George E. Street, and the north porch restored, and the church beautified 
by the gift of seven handsome stained glass windows.

S. MARGARET'S LEICESTER.
This church is still under repair, the chancel, nave, and south aisle being 

as yet unfinished, and the north aisle not begun. Mr. George E. Street is the 
architect.

MEDBOURNE CHURCH.
The nave of this church has been restored, and was reopened this summer. 

The chancel was restored some time since.

The Statement of Accounts, and the Report of the Committee, 
having been confirmed and adopted, the Committee and officers 
elected, and the usual votes of thanks passed, the following 
antiquities, &c., were exhibited :—

By ME. HOBSON : Nine old silver spoons and a silver tankard, 
dug up in the house of W. C. Morris, Esq., of Oakham. Two of 
the spoons were Apostle spoons. The dates of the various articles 
were from 1561 to 1631.

By ME. W. J. FBEEE : A fine folio edition of Chaucer's works, 
by Thomas Speght, dated 1598, with a preface by Francis Beau 
mont, dated " from Leicester the last of June, anno 1597."

By THE REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A.: Four "assignats" of 
the first French Republic, 1793, "payable to bearer," of the
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respective values of fifteen sols, fifty sols, twenty-five livres, and 
one hundred francs. To explain fully what was the history of the 
"assignats" would take many pages. It is enough to say that 
their beginning dated from the confiscation of the property of the 
Church. Under the guidance of Talleyrand, Mirabeau, and the 
whole strength of the Revolutionary party, _ the nation assumed 
possession of all Church property, provided for the clergy (?) by 
reducing their incomes to one fifth of what they were, and used the 
estates, thus confiscated, as a fund to furnish security for an 
enormous issue of paper money. Of that paper money these 
assignats were specimens. This was in 1789-90. By the year 
1793, when those which were exhibited were issued, their commer 
cial value had sunk to one-third of their legal value, though by 
that time, to the confiscated property of the Church was added as 
further security, the confiscated property of the emigrant nobles 
and gentlemen. In 1796 this paper money had fallen to a thou 
sandth part of its nominal value. The issue then amounted to 
£200,000,000 sterling ! In the pages of Alison (History of Europe) 
full information is given as to their issue, and their baneful 
influence on the fortunes of the Eepublic.

By MR. F. R. MORLEY : A silver ciborium of unknown date.
By MR. JOHN HUNT : A fluted silver porringer of the reign of 

Queen Anne, 1699, Britannia standard of silver, and an old 
engraving from a mythological work of Raffaele.

THE CHAIRMAN exhibited an old stone cross of the fourteenth 
century, which belonged to Cranoe Church, and contributed 
the following remarks thereon: "I have much pleasure in ex 
hibiting this day the ancient cross of the chancel of Cranoe Church. 
The old church was taken down in 1846, owing to its very unsafe 
and ruinous state, and in its place was erected the present very 
handsome building. The old building consisted of tower, chancel, 
nave, and porch. The chancel was partly Early English and partly 
Decorated, whilst the nave and porch were Perpendicular. The 
tower arch was Early English, the tower itself about the date of 1490. 
On the top of the gables were three crosses, all of which were 
removed at the time of the Commonwealth. Two out of three 
were destroyed in about the year 1645, but the sockets of all 
three, in which they were inserted, remained until the church was 
taken down. The style of this really beautiful and unique cross is 
Decorated, and it is carved out of a piece of Barnack stone, of 
which kind most of the church was built. The shaft of the cross 
is thirteen inches high, the width of it four inches. Upon one 
side of it is worked a Decorated window below a chalice, with a 
border between, on the other, in old English letters, ms, with a 
cross below. After the cross was taken down from the church, it 
was placed by the churchwarden in a wall in the old Manor House 
at Cranoe, and it remained there until the house was taken down
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in the year 1824. At that time it was taken away from the parish 
by one of the masons employed in building the new house. In 
the year 1837, when I became Rector of Cranoe, I got a loan of 
the Gartree Hundred of Leicestershire, by Nichols, and it was from 
this book I obtained a knowledge that such a cross existed, and 
had formerly adorned the gable of the chancel at Cranoe. Mr. 
John Tailby, of Slawston, not only made a drawing of it, but got 
it engraved for Mr. Nichols' History of Leicestershire, and also 
gave a description of it (see plate 25, page 552). I searched to 
find out the whereabouts of this cross, but searched in vain, and it 
was not until forty-two years after it had been abstracted from the 
parish that I discovered its place of concealment. The very man 
who had taken the cross away told me where it was, and said he 
would get it restored to me, which he did, and it is to Mr. Tailby, 
who was the great assistant to Mr. Nichols in his History of 
Leicestershire, that I am indebted for the recovery of the cross— 
for had it not been for the record of it in the History of the Gartree 
Hundred, I should never have known that such a cross had ever 
existed. I beg to exhibit engravings of the cross at Cranoe, the 
church at Cranoe, Burrow Hill, S.W., plan of the encampment at 
Burrow, views of Bradly and Holyoke, all of which will be found, 
with their descriptions, in the second volume of Nichols' History 
of Leicestershire, the work of Mr. Tailby. I also place upon the 
table a copy of the Memoir of Mr. John Tailby's death, written by 
Nichols. It may be found in the Gentleman's Magazine, Vol. Ixxxv. 
page 85, A.D. 1815."

March 28th, 1881. 

ME. JOHN HUNT in the chair.

After the transaction of business in Committee, the following 
articles were exhibited :—

By the CHAIRMAN : A collection of twenty-four gold English 
coins dating from James II. to George IV., also a Photograph of 
an Egyptian tomb supposed to be of the Second Dynasty.

By the KEV. J. JOHNSON : A necklace of beads found in a stone 
coffin near Caistor, in Northamptonshire. The coffin contained 
the skeleton of an adult and of an infant—most probably a mother 
and her child : both had been draped, but the drapery fell to dust 
on being exposed to the air.

By MB. AGAR (for Mr. Forrest): A Roman coin (second brass 
of Magnentius), dug up, two years ago, in Bath Lane, Leicester. 

Y VOL. V.
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Mr. Agar also produced, on behalf of Mr. Dash, a bronze 
Academical Medal, dated 1694.

ME. THOMAS NORTH, F.S.A., contributed the following Paper:—

THE RUDING DIARY.

[Introductory:—
Our late friend Mr. James Thompson contributed some 

amusing articles to the Local Notes and Queries columns of 
the Leicester Chronicle newspaper in the year 1876, entitled 
" The Ruding Diary " : he did not live to complete what he 
began. Soon after his death the manuscript book he 
mentions therein was placed in my hands. Thinking that 
the contents, being of some local, though of no great, interest, 
were worthy of a more permanent abiding place than the 
columns of a newspaper, I have reproduced most of Mr. 
Thompson's extracts and remarks—some I have omitted as 
possessing no interest, making a few additions to them 
where I thought it desirable to do so;—and I have continued 
the extracts from the point where Mr. Thompson left them 
to the close of the Book.

Thomas North.]

PART I.
Everybody living in this town knows Westcotes, now the 

residence of Joseph Harris, Esq. Standing in the midst of old 
and stately elms, and other trees, it has a certain picturesqueness 
that is not without its charm in the eyes of every lover of archi 
tecture, though the style is modern. The front portion was erected 
somewhere about the year 1720, by Walter Ruding Esq., the 
representative of a family which had then been seated at Westcotes 
from the date of the Reformation. He married Sarah, daughter of 
the Rev. James Rogers, Archdeacon of Leicester in the reign of 
George the Second. Mr. Ruding had several sons, but two of the 
elder died infants, and one unmarried; the succession to the estate 
and mansion therefore devolved on the fourth son, Rogers Ruding, 
born in 1710. This gentleman married Anne, the daughter and 
heiress of Captain James Skrymsher of Hill Hall, in the county of 
Stafford. He had a brother Dr. Walter Ruding, who died at 
Warwick, another (John) who died in the East Indies; and another 
(Clifton) who died at Tunbridge Wells. Mr. Rogers Ruding and 
his wife had a son, Walter, born 1746, a daughter, Sarah, who died 
unmarried, a daughter, Anne, married to Charles Porter Packwood, 
Esq., of Warwick, and a second son who became Dr. Rogers Ruding, 
Vicar of Maldon, in Surrey. The son Walter had also with other 
children two sons, Walter and William; and Mr. Rogers Ruding
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had nephews Clement and "Walter, and nieces (children of his 
brother John), named Charlotte, Jane and Susannah. These 
genealogical particulars, being necessary to the understanding of 
what follows, are here given by way of preliminary explanation.

Mr. Rogers Ruding occupied for many years (he was appointed 
in the year 1758, and held it till his death) the important and 
responsible post of Receiver General for the County of Leicester, 
which rendered an annual journey to London, to visit the office 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, there to have his accounts passed, 
indispensable. On these occasions he kept a regular account of 
his receipts and payments, with entries of a private nature, partly 
of the character of a diary, in a book lately in the possession of 
Mr. W. H. Holyoak, of Leicester, and which he obligingly lent 
for the purpose of making such extracts as might be thought 
desirable. On the inside of the cover, at the commencement of 
the book, Mr. Ruding records the years in which he visited the 
metropolis, and the houses at which he lodged, beginning with 
1769 and ending in 1786. He also states what he paid for his 
lodgings weekly; the sum running from £1. in 1770, to £2. 2s. Od. 
in 1786, when he stayed with " Bateson, Great Russell Street, 
Bloomsbury."

His detailed accounts date from 20th November, 1773. They 
are prefaced by this entry:—"November ye 21st 1773. Sunday. 
AR: & Self set out from Derby in a Post Chaise, lay that night 
at Leicester, on monday night at Northampton, on Tuesday night 
at S*. Albans, got to London on Wednesday ab*. 2 o'clock, to 
Mess: Shelly & Kings, Jewellers, N°. 146, opposite Catherine 
Street, in the Strand. Lodgings taken for four weeks, commencing 
Tuesday, Nov1 23d, to pay per week £1. 10. 0."

The A. R. (initials frequently occurring in the book) were those 
of Mrs. Ruding. It seems that the diarist was living in Derby, 
while his son was living at Westcotes. Why and wherefore does 
not appear. When Mr. Ruding arrived in London he paid his 
landlords, the Jewellers, £6. 6s. Od. for a pair of silver plated 
candlesticks, and he purchased an almanack, a Gentlemen and 
Ladies' Diary, and provided himself with various articles which he 
required in lodgings, including a barrel of Colchester oysters for 
3s. 6d., and a pound of wax candles for his lantern for 3s. On the 
4th of December he went to Drury Lane and saw " The Fair 
Quaker" and "The Genii" performed. On the day before he 
paid Mr. Finch £1. Is. Od. for a dozen of port wine, 10s. 6d. for 
a gallon of rum, Is. 9d. for a bottle of mountain, and 7s. 6d. for 
dressing food for his dinners, beer, &c. On the 5th he visited his 
brother John, as is shown by the entry :—" Co [ach] Hi [re] from 
Jack's Is." He records that he "Lost by light money £2. 19s 4d." 
On the 7th he expended 12s. for framing eight pictures, 7s for 
a pound of sealing wax, 7s 6d. for scales and weights, Is. for a
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corkscrew to draw his port wine, and 3s. for six corks with tin tops. 
Oil the next day he paid two coach hires of 2s. each, one to a 
Dr. Bickenden's and the other to Gray's Inn and back again. On 
the 10th he gave a present of half a guinea each to " Clem," 
" Jenny," " Chariot" and " Watty " his nephew and nieces. On 
the llth he entered "Pens £ 100, 6s." On the 13th he again 
visited Drury Lane, where he saw Garrick act in "Zara" and 
" The Deserter; " on the 15th he was at Covent Garden, when he 
witnessed the performance of " Cymbeline " and " Dr. Faustus." 
An item simply of " Verdyon " appears more than once in the 
account; as also "Paid [Bell] for newspapers 4s." On the 21et 
of December, after paying Mr. King £6 for four weeks' lodging and 
giving 10s. 6d. to Jenny the maid, intending to eat his Christmas 
dinner in Derby, Mr. Ruding set out from London for that town. 
He thus enters the event in his memorandum book:—" Expences 
from London to Derby, lay first night at Newport Pagnell, 2nd. at 
Leicest: got to Derby on Thursday December 23d ab* 5 in the 
Evening," the whole cost of the journey down being ,£6. 18s. 7d.

In July, 1774 Mr. and Mrs. Ruding visited Leicester, his 
expenses from Derby amounted to £1. 10s. and his charges, 
with Mrs. Ruding, at "Bishop's" (the landlord of the "Three 
Crowns Inn" until recently standing in the Gallowtree Gate) 
"from Monday afternoon to Friday morning, Servants and Barber 
included " £2. 13s. 4d.

In the winter of 1774 Mr. Ruding proposed to leave Derby for 
the metropolis on Tuesday, November 15th, " but A.R. having 
a slight Touch of the Gout in one Hand detain'd us till Tuesday 
Novr y" 22d." Before setting out he had taken lodgings at £1. Is. 
the week at Mrs. Bickerstaff's, Wine Merchant, No. 206, opposite 
S. Clement's Church in the Strand. He travelled to London by 
Loughborough, Leicester, Harborough, Northampton, Woburn and 
S. Albans, in a chaise and pair, which cost (including " Boys, 
Hostlers, & Turnpikes") £6. Is. Id. There is no remarkable 
difference in the details of his private expenditure between this and 
the preceding year. He paid 3d. for a roll of tobacco, 7s. 6d. for 
an opera glass, £4. 16s. 9d. for sixteen gallons and one pint of 
" Geneva," £3. Os. 6d. for French cheeses, £1 8s. 6d. for oysters 
and carriage; he bought "4 pair of rib'd worsted stockings" for 
the small sum of Is., purchased an " Account of Sixteen String 
Jack " with which to amuse his winter evenings, and a copy of the 
"London Packet" for 2£d. He bought "a steel pen, compasses, 
&c." for which he gave 9s. 6d.; he procured one hundred cockles 
for 8d., and an engraved plate of the Ruding Arms which cost him 
10s. 6d. He adorned his servant with a gold hat-band at a cost of 
lls. 6d. and a loop for the same Is. 6d., and took Mrs. Ruding to 
the play at an outlay of 6s. (no doubt in the boxes) for the two 
tickets. He returned from London to Warwick by the " Oxford
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/' for two places in which he paid 15s. as "earnest" two days 
before they started. He paid £5. 5s. Od. for his lodgings, not 
forgetting a present to "Bella" the inaid, and commenced his 
homeward journey on the 22nd of December, dining on the way at 
Maidenhead Bridge, stayed at Oxford, travelled from thence to his 
son-in-law Packwood's at Warwick, where he spent his Christmas. 
On the 5th of January he returned to Derby by Coleshill and 
Lichfield, at the latter of which places he supped.

Mr. Ruding took a journey from Derby to Warwick by way of 
Leicester, in July, 1775. He stopped at "Bishop's" again—why 
not at Westcotes, does not appear. He was away from home from 
the 3rd to the 22nd when he returned in a chaise from Leicester to 
Derby, for which the charge was £1. 8s. 6d.

Amongst the " out-payments" for 1774-5 and in succeeding 
years, are entered a subscription of £5. 5s. Od. to the Leicester 
Infirmary then recently established, and 7s. " To wine &c. for the 
Mayor &c."

On Friday, the 17th November, 1775, he started for London in 
a chaise, staying the first night at Leicester, the second at Nor 
thampton, the third at S. Albans, and arrived at Mr. Green's, 
Hatter and Hosier, No. 200, opposite S. Clement's Churchyard, 
in the Strand, on Monday, the 21st, about two o'clock; there he 
stayed until Saturday, the 16th of December, when he left in the 
" Oxon Post Coach," lay at Oxford, got to Warwick on the follow 
ing day—Sunday—stayed there until Friday, the 21st, when he 
left for home, which he reached on the 23rd, "by dinner." His 
expences during his stay in London were of the usual kind: he 
bought his wine—"Mountain," "Red Port," and also some "Kum:" 
he purchased a Court Calendar, a Ladies' Diary, a Gentleman's 
Diary, and he paid ninepence occasionally for " news :" he bought 
" 6 Pints of Dafly's Elixir"—a noted quack medicine—" at 5s. a 
Pint" which, being rather costly, he placed in a box with partitions 
for the bottles and a lock, for which he paid 2s. 6d. He went to 
see " The Maid of the Oaks;" he paid 6d. for " Songs in the 
Duenna," 4s. for two almanacks, 17s. 6d. for 5 barrels of oysters 
four of which he sent to Leicester, the carriage costing 4s., and 
one to Warwick, the transit costing Is. 6d. During this stay he 
frequently had his dinners dressed at the Crown and Anchor, 
opposite S. Clement's Churchyard, kept at that time by Richard 
Holloway: dressing a turkey cost 6d., a fowl and egg sauce 9d., 
dressing and stuffing a calf s heart 9d., and so on. He went to 
the theatre to see " Old City Manners and the Ghost," he bought 
six packs of cards for 4s. 6d., a "surtout" including the making 
for £2.—and two boxes of pills for 3s.

In the following year, 1776, he visited Leicester in June, taking 
with him Mrs. Ruding and his daughter Sarah : he stayed with his 
son-in-law, Mr. Packwood, of Warwick, on his return journey,
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when he distributed a guinea amongst his grandchildren (" Pack- 
wood's cubs " he calls them) there. Later in the year he went to 
London in a Post Chaise, as usual, by way of Northampton and 
Dunstable. He thus summarised his journey:—" November 24th 
1776 A.E. & self set out from Derby in a Post Chaise, 10 minutes 
before 11, got to Leicester 5 min: before 4; Miss Anderson sup'd 
with us—she & Dorcas din'd with us the next day—call'd of Mrs. 
Anderson, Mr. Bunney & Mrs. Jordain, sign'd deeds for chusing 
Trustees for Barrow Hospital & other Trusts, Miss Anderson, 
Dorcas and Davie sup'd with us.

" 26th set out from Leicester 20 before 10, got to ye Peacock at 
Northampton, Mr. Mills, 25 past 3.

" 27th set out £ before 9, got to S*. Albans \ past 3.
" 28th set out J before 10, got to Mr. Green's Hatter & Hosier 

No. 200 opposite S*. Clement's Church in the Strand \ past 3, 
soon after had a Letter from Mr. Hoims, to acquaint that little 
Charles Porter Packwood, after being ill ab*. 6 days, died on 
Tuesday ye 26th.

" Dec 1. Din'd with Sister John.
4th Sister, Polly, Clem, Jenny, Chariot, & Watty sup'd

with us. 
5th Din'd with Maltby; young Mrs. Maltby, & a Spanish

Gentleman din'd with us."
As usual he swore to his accounts as Eeceiver, and paid the balance 
into the exchequer, which this year was :—

" On Lands for 1775 ... ... £5943. 0 . 8|
Windows do. ... ... 1160.12 . 7

Tot1 ... 7103.13

Mr. Euding's expences are as usual minutely given. He paid 
3s. for the " Index to ye 20 first years of ye Gents Magazine " and 
2s. for "an Ivory Box to hold 20 Guineas." He also mentions 
his visits to [Drury Lane] Theatre, where he saw " Love for Love " 
and "Selina and Azor" performed, and his consulting Mr. Douglas, 
an apothecary, from whom he obtained " something " for his cough, 
which, however, he says " had not much effect." His cough did 
not prevent him dining with Mr. Green the next day on "a roast 
pig and a pudding." On the 23rd of December Mr. Ending set 
out in the " Post Coach " for Oxford, accompanied by the Eev. Mr. 
Cox and Captain Tindal, of the Gloucestershire Militia, with his 
son. He stayed the night at the " New Inn Oxon " (" Mem: not 
so good as the Star") and the day after, at £ past 5, he was at 
Warwick where he stayed a few days. While there he dined with
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Lord Warwick, "Mr. & Mrs. Loyd, Mr. & Miss Selina Mills, 
Dr. Haddo, Bob Greville, Mr. Cole & Mr. & Mrs. Packwood" being 
also of the party. On the 81st he returned home to Derby with a 
large party from Warwick occupying two post chaises with " Man 
John on Horseback."

Mr. Ruding continues his entries in 1777:—it will be re 
membered that "K.R." and " A.E." are the initials of the diarist 
and his wife :—"R.R. & A.R. went to Leicester, Tuesday, July ye 
1st 1777. Miss Anderson & Mr. Davie sup'd with us.

" 2d Miss Anderson breakfasted with us, got the bonds signed, 
Mr. Bentley very ill, sign'd a Conveyance to Mr. Pares & Son of 
some ground & old Buildings, part of the tenements rented by 
Pocklington, received for it £B7 16s OOd."

At this date Messrs. Pares and Son were Solicitors in Cank Street, 
with which their successors Messrs. Miles, Gregory and Bouskell 
are now identified. " Pocklington " was the person whose name is 
still perpetuated in the well known street, once a "walk" when 
Leicester did not extend beyond Welford Place.

" 3d Set out for Warwick, dined at Hinckley.
" 6th A.R. taken ill ab'. 2 in the morning, pain in the stomach, 

same disorder she had a week before at Derby when Dr. Berridge 
was sent for, his medicines were too hot for her, sent for Mr. Gery 
Apothecary at Warwick who blooded her & gave her cooling 
medicines, which soon reliev'd her.

" 9th Rory was ordain'd Priest on the third Sunday after Trinity, 
y6 Ordination being put off till that time on ace1 of a new Bishop 
being appointed for Oxon, he read Prayers twice at S' Maries in 
Warwick on Sunday July ye 13th . Walter's wife bro' to Bed of a 
Daughter on Thursday July 18th at 1 in ye morning—gave him 
£3.3.0 for Sally as Godmother.

" 19th Gave Mrs . Packwood £3 . 3 . 0 for self or A. R. which 
shall be wanted as Gossfip] to ye Cub at present unborn, but 
daily expected.

"D° Dined with Lord Warwick, Mr. Packwood, Rory, Lady 
Warwick and her 2 sisters Miss Vernons."

"Rory" was most probably Mr. Ruding's second son Rogers 
born in August 1751; he afterwards became, as already mentioned, 
Vicar of Maldon in Surrey.

On the 20th July Mr. Ruding returned to Leicester on his way 
to Derby, which latter place he reached after some difficulty (for 
one of the chaise horses becoming very ill on the way, they with 
" much ado " got him home) on the evening of the 22nd.

The annual visit to London .was commenced on the 26th No 
vember 1777, when Mr. and Mrs. Ruding starting from Derby at 11 
o'clock, reached their lodgings at Mr. Christian's linen draper, No. 
191, opposite S. Clement's churchyard in the Strand, on the 
evening of the 29th having had fine weather. all the way. His
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" Trunk," as usual, was sent by carrier at a charge of 6s. 6d. with 
Is. extra for porterage.

On the 1st December Mr. Ruding makes the entry:—" At the 
Play—' The School for Scandal'—a very diverting play and well 
perform'd—and 'Harlequin's Invasion,' foolish enough—Duke and 
Duchess of Gloucester there—the gallery clap'd and gave three 
Huzzas when they came in & when they went out."

On the 2nd he saw Mrs. Wright's "Waxwork figures in Chidley 
Court, Pall Mall, which he pronounces as "very curious " paying 
2s. each for the sight.

During his stay in London Mr. Ruding purchased Baton's 
Sermons in two volumes, Universal Pocket Companion third 
edition, Trusler's Chronology, several other books, and some 
almanacks: he expended £2. 4s. Od. in oysters which he sent to 
his friend:- 7s. 6d. in gilding his shoe and knee buckles, and other 
small sums for "coat gilt buttons" and "breast D°," £1. 4s. Od. 
for "6 yards of muslin for 12 neck cloths," £3. 5s. Od. to the barber 
" 2 wigs included," items pointing to a style of dress lingering 
within the memory of some of us now living.

On the 3rd December he enters:—"Fair and cold—stiff neck 
—got cold, I suppose, at Drury Lane on Monday through plaguy 
ventilators—at home all day."

" 14th Fair but cloudy and cold, Din'd with sister John, Mr. 
Nimbletongue from the Middle Temple din'd there; 2 Miss Palmers 
drank tea, came home £ past 8.

" 15th Fair, cold and cloudy, paid Sills for oysters, ordered him 
to send a barrel every fortnight to Derby, by the waggon which sets 
out on Saturday, gets to Derby on Wednesday. Mr. Nimble- 
tongue's name is Wortham from Royston in Hertfordshire—drank 
Tea at Mr. Green's, play'd at Quadrille with Mr. & young Mrs. 
Green—old Mrs. Green & Miss Dykes, a lodger at Mr. Green's, 
sat by. Evening at home."

Mr. Ruding spent his Christmas Day in rather a gloomy manner 
in London : " 25th Dark and cloudy—at home all day." Having 
made his accounts " all right " he started on his homeward journey 
on the 28th December, arriving at the " Sugar Loaf" at Dunstable 
(Mr. Oliver's) at half-past four in the afternoon, where he had a 
dozen larks for supper. On the next morning, which was foggy 
with some small snow, Mr. and Mrs. Ruding proceeded on their 
way "just after we got through Stoke Golding ab* 5 miles from 
Newport Pagnell the horse on which the boy rode fell, & lay upon 
the Boy's Leg who cry'd out that it was broke I got out to help him. 
Mad™ frighted out of her senses, wou'd get out too, & stood near 
20 minutes over shoes and dirt, whilst I was getting the Boy from 
under the Horse; his leg was not broke; just at that time 2 return 
chaises belonging to Swan at Newport came up from Northampton, 
one of which took us to Northampton; had we not met with them
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don't know how we shou'd have got there—got there £ past four, 
we found Miss Freddy, her sister, Mr. Pointz, Brother to Lady 
Spencer, there, they were going to a ball at Mr. Brownsmith's at 
Great Houghton ab* 3 miles from Northampton, they did not set 
out till after dark." After this delay Mr. and Mrs. Ruding arrived 
at Leicester on the following day, and on the last day of the year 
reached their home at Derby " just at 3 o'clock."

Here for the present we will leave the Diarist. His book of 
accounts gives us some curious particulars as to the mode and 
cost of travelling a hundred years ago, the way in which a country 
gentleman then spent the leisure at his command in London, 
the books he bought, the clothes he wore, the wines he drank, even 
the medicines he took.

Upon a future occasion further extracts may be given : what has 
now been read may perhaps have amused, if not instructed, the 
listeners.

THE RUDING DIARY. 

PART II.*
In the year 1778 Mr. and Mrs. Ruding paid a visit to Matlock 

with a party of friends: Mrs. Robert Wilmot, Miss Wilmot and 
her maid were in one chaise; his daughter "Sally" and Mrs. 
Packwood in another; and Mrs. Ruding and himself in a third ; 
Mr. Robert Wilmot and Rogers Ruding being on horseback. They 
set out from Derby to Matlock at half-past ten on the morning of 
Friday, July 23rd, and arrived there at ten minutes before one 
o'clock. There was, writes Mr. Ruding, a " deal of company, 
near sixty at Dinner," a Russian Princess, named Dashcau, her 
son, daughter, and son's tutor being amongst them. In the after 
noon the party walked to the top of the rock opposite the house. 
On the next day they visited Chatsworth, returning to dinner at 
Matlock, after which—after five o'clock—they started for home, 
where they arrived after half-past seven: "my expence," enters 
Mr. Ruding, " I paid all except the post chaise for Mrs. Packwood 
and Sally M. 18s. Id., 6d. per night for ea. Bed."

"Mema the old Bath at Matlock was built in the year 1734 by 
Mr. Stephen Eggington."

A month later—on the 24th of August—Mr. and Mrs. Ruding, 
with their daughter " Sally," set out for a prolonged stay at Buxton. 
It extended from the 24th of August to the 8th of September. From 
the diarist's account of his daily expenditure it appears that he 
travelled in a chaise by way of Ashbourne to Buxton in four hours, 
and put up on his arrival at the Eagle and Child, then kept by a 
man named Wheeldon. In the modest expenditure of our great-

» This was read at a subsequent meeting, but it is thought better to give it here.
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grandfathers' time a dinner for three at Ashhourne cost 4s. 6d., tea 
for three at Buxtdn 2s. and three suppers 3s. washed down with a 
pint of wine and a pint of ale costing together Is. 5d. Next 
morning (-the wind was very high in the night) after breakfast— 
which cost only 2s. for the three—Mr. Ruding began to drink the 
water. Dinner at Is. tea at 8d. seems to have been the ordinary 
charges at Buxton. In the course of the day Mr. Ruding met Mr., 
Mrs. and Miss Bridge, from Middlewich in Cheshire. Mr. Bridge 
knew Dr. Ruding and the Diarist's sister and nephew Clifton, so 
this new acquaintanceship would be very agreeable to Mr. Ruding. 
On Wednesday, the 26th, our party walked to Fairfield, about a 
mile from Buxton. On the following two days nothing occurred 
worthy of particular notice, but on the evening of the 28th (there 
had been a dance at the White Hart on the previous evening) a 
dance took place at the house where the Rudings were staying, and 
sixteen couples took part in it. On the 29th Mr. Ruding and his 
friends drank tea with Mrs. Babington at the Hall Coffee House. 
The next day—Sunday—was showery, the following day was fair, 
clear and cold, Mr. Ruding "took a walk to the Lovers' Leap, 
solus : " in the evening another dance took place at the White Hart. 
On Tuesday, the 1st of September, Mrs. Babington, Mrs. Heyrick, 
and the youngest Miss Orton drank tea with Mr. and Mrs. Ruding. 
In company with " Sally, Mrs. Curry, Mrs. Copeland, Mrs. Harraway 
& Miss Younger " Mr. and Mrs. Ruding went to Pool's Hole after 
breakfast on the morning of Saturday the 5th, but " Mrs Copeland 
and self did not go in."

Having paid his barber—an important personage in the days of 
wigs—given his "tips" to the maid servants, waiter "Martha at 
the Well" and others, Mr. Ruding and his party commenced their 
return to Derby at a quarter-past ten on the morning of the 8th 
September. On their way they dined at the "Black Moor's 
Head" at Ashbourne, the name of the landlady being Hougbton, a 
sister to Ben Oakes: "a very good house " writes Mr. Ruding, 
" Mem : always to go to that house." They arrived at home at a 
quarter-past five o'clock. Mr. Ruding concludes the items of his 
expenditure during this visit by noting:—"We lodg'd up 3 pair 
of stairs so paid nothing tho' a very good large room; her's 
[Sally's] a small and bad one." Apropos of this item the diarist 
also says:—" Sally lay the first night at Mr. Buxton's Apothecary, 
afterwards in a little room on the first floor at the Eagle and Child, 
for which we paid 3s. p. week." Mr. Ruding adds the following, 
which is a kind of Directory of Buxton at the time of his visit. 
It affords an amusing contrast to the Buxton of to-day :—

"Physicians at Buxton 1778. 
" Dr. Bullock has attended many years. 
Dr. Denman has attended lately.
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Apothecary—Mr. Buxton related to Mrs. Beridge. 
Landlord at the Eagle and Child, Wheeldon—Duke Devon 
shire.
Landlord at the White Hart, Wheeldon—Lord Scarsdale. 
Landlord at the George, Kinsey—Deakin of Warrington, 
owner.
Landlord at the Angel, Booth—Moorwood, of Chesterfield, 
owner.
Landlord at the Hall, Hodgson—Duke of Devonshire. 
Chapel of Ease at Buxton, belonging to Bakewell—Curate, 
Thorpe.
Minister at Fairfield ab' a mile from Buxton—Waterhouse. 
Barber next door to Eagle and Child, Ashton : Hairdresser 
D° Wood.
Waiter at the Eagle and Child, John Needham, from ye 
George, Derby.
Draper &c, on the Top of the Hill, Bott; lets out Books to 
read.
Silversmith, a little lower, Barclay.
Shops in the semicircle, Linen Draper, Maclean,—Petre- 
fact: works, Noel & Cooper; Saddler and Silversmith 
Pearson; one shop shut up; Linen draper under a shed on 
the right hand at the Bottom of the Hill, Maclean, Hus 
band to the other.
3 days races at Fairfield Sep : 15 : 16 :17. Silver Tankard 
the first day, 2 silver pints for ye other days."

Towards the close of the year in which Mr. Buding visited 
Buxton he made his usual journey to London, for which place he 
and Mrs. Kuding set out on Thursday, the 26th November, 1778. 
His route lay through Leicester (where he stayed two nights), 
Northampton, Woburn, and 8. Albans. On the 30th he arrived 
at his lodgings, Mrs. Watkins, No. 16, Mineral Water Warehouse, 
Henrietta Street, Covent Garden. He agreed to pay one guinea- 
and-a-half per week; the landlady to find sheets, table linen and 
towels; and the Constitution Tavern to dress his victuals and find 
knives, forks, plates, glasses, &c. Mr. Buding was, as we have 
seen, no total abstainer ; he paid on this occasion 2s. a bottle for 
his wine and 4s. a bottle each for his rum and brandy. As an 
item for tincture of rhubarb follows in his diary it may be inferred 
that a corrective was sometimes needed—an inference confirmed 
by a payment of £2. 2s. Od. to his Surgeon (Mr. Brand) mentioned 
in another item. Turkeys were then sold in London at 4s. 6d. 
each; a lobster for Is. 6d.; coals at 3s. 9d. a sack; a breast of 
mutton cost a shilling; a pair of worsted gloves 2s.; "Anticipation 
a pamphlet, Is. 6d.;" and "12 bottles of red tincture 9s." 
Frequent payments for syrup of marsh mallows and advice obtained
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from Mr. Brand (" I attended him every day for 3 weeks at his House 
in Leicester Fields at 2 Guineas per week") betray the continued 
ailments of Mr. Ruding; while items of payments for sham turtle 
&c. are equally significant of his simultaneous attachment to the 
good things of this life. He did not forget his friends : on the 8th 
of December he enters :—" ordered Mr. Ryder, Oysterman, at No. 
68 the Axe in Aldermanbury to send a Barrel of Pyfleet oysters to 
Barwell, Bearley, Davie, Heyrick & Sis: Su : at Warwick and to 
pay Carriage." On the 18th Mr. Ruding "dined in Russell Street, 
Dr. King call'd there but did not dine there, Mr. Spencer & Mr. 
Wright, son of Justice Wright, who was nephew to the Recorder of 
Leicester, came in the afternoon." On Monday, December 28th, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ruding with son [?] " Rory " set out from Henrietta 
Street at half-past nine o'clock on their return to Derby. Miss 
Drought, a brewer's daughter of Oxford was a fellow passenger with 
them in the Post-coach. They reached Oxford at half-past eight in 
the evening, and there passed the night. They arrived at Warwick 
at half-past four o'clock in the afternoon of the following day, the 
29th.

The new year, 1779, opened very boisterously; for Mr. Ruding 
informs us the chimnies of Mr. Sharpe the bookseller at War 
wick and some of the Priory were blown down by the high winds 
of the preceding night. Mr. Ruding was, as we seen before, on 
visiting terms with Lord Warwick, whose brother, Mr. Charles 
Greville, called upon him on the 5th of January; on which day 
Mr. Ruding saw the model of the intended body of the low Parish 
Church and of the intended new Goal at Mr. Johnson's. On the 
9th Mr. Ruding dined with Lord Warwick, his brother the Doctor, 
Clifton Ruding, Mr. Matthews, Lady Warwick and her two sisters 
being present. On the 12th of January the diarist was again at 
his home at Derby.

In July and August Mr. Ruding visited Leicester twice, where 
he dined with Mr. Noble, Mrs. Poynton, Mrs. Anderson, and some 
person named " George." On the llth August Mr. Ruding with 
his wife, his daughter Sally, Walter Clifton and Mrs. Packwood set 
out for Oxford, arriving there at the " Star " at six o'clock in the 
evening. Next day they left Oxford in two chaises; reaching the 
" George and Blue Boar" in Maidenhead in the afternoon; of 
which Inn the diarist remarks "a dirty house—bugs in plenty." 
From Oxford they travelled to Rochester, and thence to Chatham 
where Mr. Ruding went on board the "Montague" a seventy-four- 
gun ship then almost finished : she was launched on Saturday the 
24th : of the Inns at Chatham Mr. Ruding remarks " King's Head 
a skin-flint—Crown the best house." He noticed the following 
couplet on a gravestone in the minster yard at Rochester

" Life is a cobweb be we e'er so gay,
And death a broom that sweeps us all away."
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From Rochester the party set out for Canterbury. At Dover they 
walked up to the castle. They saw the French coast, but, the 
weather being hazy, not clearly. On the 17th in the evening they 
walked to the top of Shakespeare's cliff, next day they dined at 
Canterbury. On the 19th they visited Cox Heath, where they saw 
the camp—twenty-one regiments, all infantry, under canvas. In 
the evening they were in London, sleeping that night at the Castle 
and Falcon, Aldersgate Street, which was, Mr. Ruding remarks, 
with the recollection of the Maidenhead Inn, " a very good clean 
house." On the 21st he, with a party of friends, visited Windsor 
Castle, where they gave "the woman" 5s., and the porter Is. : 
later in the day they started homewards, staying at Warwick several 
days. The 24th was the first day of Warwick Eaces: " very 
little company," notes Mr. Ruding, "3 Horses: only 11 Couple 
danc'd at the Ball: Whitley's Company acted Monday 23rd &c. 
&c." On the next day "3 Horses, Heyworth, Matthews, and 
Ladbrook—won by Matthews; another horse enter'd at the Post, 
Matthews distanced y6 2d heat: only 8 couples danc'd at the Ball." 
On the 31st Mr. Ruding, as was his custom when at Warwick, 
" called of Ld Warwick, not at home, left a card." On the 2nd 
September Mr. and Mrs. Hiom dined with Mr. Ruding's friends, 
"Haunch of Venison." His stay at Warwick appears to have 
been a pleasant one; many merry meetings of friends : on the 6th 
when he dined with Mr. Hiom they went to the Theatre (probably 
"Whitley's Company") where they saw " School for Scandal and 
The Quaker." On the 8th September they again reached their 
home at Derby.

In the November of that year (1779) Mr. Ruding made his 
customary journey to London : the entries relating to this journey 
are so similar to those in preceding years that there is no need to 
quote many: on the 30th November he charges one penny for a 
" Search Ticket No. 37932 drawn a Blank ye 13th day."

On the first of December we find " pd for an Hood & Ferril to 
my walking stick, it is made of the Branches of the Cabbage Tree, 
in three pieces, splic'd together from Top to Bottom." As in 
former years, so now, Mr. Ruding's entries show a taste for flowers; 
he charges small sums for poliantbus seed, pink seed, twenty sorts 
of annuals, and " Chinese Holyoak seeds :" he still enjoys going 
to the play, and sees this year " The Comedy of Errors." He 
buys a few books and a little medicine. On their return from 
town they stayed a night in Leicester, and arrived at Derby on the 
27th of December, at half-past Two in the afternoon.

In the year 1780 Mr. Ruding, as usual, visited Leicester and 
Warwick in the summer and London in the winter, lodging at Mr. 
Thompson's, Stocking Trimmer, No. 185, nearly opposite S. 
Catharine's Street in the Strand. For several days Mr. Ruding
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was confined to the house: on the 27th he enters " Pain & 
swelling on the right side of my right foot, could not bear a shoe: 
at home all day." The next day his foot was " not so bad as last 
night;" on the 29th there was a further improvement, "Foot 
swelled still, but not near so sore as it was;" on the 80th, "foot 
still swelled a little, soreness much abated;" on Sunday the 3rd 
his foot having "almost return'd to its usual Tranquility" our 
diarist " din'd with Mr & M" Thompson, their daughter & three 
rude noisy boys—Boil'd Beef, roasted Pig and Apple Pye." One 
is glad to read on the next day " got shoe on for ye first Time."

Mr. Kuding appears to have been in negociation with an agent 
named Rountree for the purchase of a living on behalf of " Eory: " 
the conditions not being considered advantageous to the purchaser 
the transaction was not completed: Mr. Buding's account of the 
final interview is amusing, and perhaps characteristic of the 
" agent: "—" Dec : 16. Saturday, Dark & cloudy, moist Air: call'd 
of Rountree, told him Rory gave up the Living, as the Glebe cou'd 
not be exchanged, he look'd as fierce as a Lion, wish'd he never 
had any concern in it, nobody cou'd tell what trouble & expence he 
had been at: I ask'd him what he expected on that ace1 he said he 
would leave it to me, I offer'd two guineas, he said he wa sooner have 
nothing, that if he was to make me a Lawyer's Bill he cou'd bring 
it to £20, thought I could not possibly give him less than a note 
for £10, I offer'd him 5 guineas, but he would not hear of it, after 
much disputing we agreed at last for 7 guineas, which he said was 
a great deal too little, & I said it was a great deal more than I 
thought he cou'd have ask'd, he said he wou'd not have so much 
trouble again for £50., & I thought he never shou'd on my Ace1- 
He told me he believ'd he cou'd inform me of a Living in York 
shire, but thank you for that, I beg'd to be excus'd, so paid him 7 
Guineas, & we parted, not extremely well satisfy'd with each other. 
He seem'd much hurt at the affair's not going forward, had it done 
so, & he had the management throughout, dare say he wou'd have 
made a Bill as long as from here to Derby."

No doubt Mr. Ruding's mind was relieved when he had thus 
closed his connection with Mr. Rountree: on the same day he 
purchased a Lottery Ticket No. 20,819 for which he gave £13. 
7s. Od., and on the next day, being Sunday the 17th December 
he dined with his brother John on boiled beef, a hare and 
minced pies.

Mr. Ruding left London on the 23rd December travelling in the 
coach in company with Mr. Markhome, Fellow of Queens, and a 
young man of S. John's in the Berkshire Militia: nothing note 
worthy occurred on the way excepting that when about " 2 miles 
from Slough [they] overtook the King, Prince of Wales, Bishop of 
Osnaburgh, 3 other Princes & two Tutors walking along the 
Turnpike road, without any Guard or any other Attendants." After
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spending Christmas at Warwick Mr. Ruding reached his own home 
at Derby on the 30th of December.

The diary from which so many extracts have been made contains 
only entries relating to one more year—1781: they relate as usual 
to a visit to Warwick, via Leicester, in July, and to one to London 
in November. The usual charges occur, including not only the 
purchase of a Lottery Ticket, but a credit of £19 17s. Od. being 
the proceeds of a £20 prize less 3s. for prompt payment. There 
are two entries which perhaps some learned member can explain :—

Dec 18 Paid for 2 thingambobs ... ... £4. 4s. Od.
24 Paid for repairing a Thingambob... £1. Is. Od.

Mr. Ruding reached his home at Derby on the last day of the year 
1781.

The items relating to this last mentioned journey are the final 
ones in the book, which however is not full; there are eight blank 
leaves left.

It may be said there is little worth repeating in this, the private 
memorandum book of a gentleman living a hundred years agp; 
but to the student of the manners of that time there are many 
suggestive entries, which require little aid from the imagination to 
produce a picture of every-day life which should not be beneath the 
notice of the antiquary.

One more short note and we have done with Mr. Ruding, as we 
have already done with his Diary. His wife " A.R." as he con 
stantly designates her—his companion on so many of his journeys 
—died at Derby on the 4th of March 1791, in the 70th year of her 
age, leaving her husband to mourn her loss for four years. He 
died at Warwick—I suppose at the house of his son-in-law Mr. 
Packwood—on the 27th of March 1795, being then in the 85th 
year of his age. He left four children, two sons—Walter and 
Rogers—and two daughters—Sarah the " Sally " so often mentioned 
in the Diary, and Ann, the Mrs. Packwood of Warwick, where he 
so often visited.

May BOth, 1881. 

The REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A. in the chair.

The following gentlemen were elected members of the Society:— 
Messrs. Frank Winterton, Edward Lovell Clare and Theodore 
Walker, all of Leicester.
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ME. F. AGAE exhibited a silver coin of Edward m. minted 
at London.

ME. HEEBEET WATSON exhibited a small cannon ball (culverin ?) 
weighing two pounds two ounces, recently found about two feet 
below the surface of the ground, at the foot of a tree on Mr. 
Watson's ground at Lutterworth. No explanation could be given 
as to the cause of its having been deposited there.

ME. WEATHEEHEAD exhibited the original grant of Arms made 
to certain members of the Halford family, upon which he read the 
following remarks:—

I EXHIBIT a Grant of Arms (differencing thereof) relating to the 
Halford Family, dated January 1st, 1621 (temp. James I.), with 
the signature of the then Clarencieux, principal Herald and King 
of Arms of the south, east, and west parts of this realm of 
England, from the river Trent southward; with official seal at 
tached enclosed in an ivory box. An official document, historically, 
locally, and in an antiquarian point of view of great interest and 
value. A document bearing the signature of one (then in his 
seventieth year) who lived in the several reigns of Edward VI., 
Mary, Elizabeth, and James I.; one of the most judicious and 
able writers any age or country can boast; and one of the most 
profound and erudite scholars of his time : a man who, notwith 
standing his humble origin, lived to achieve the most marked 
distinction; who was an honour to his country, and his country 
conferred 'honour upon him, whose ashes repose in Westminster 
Abbey ! Concerning this remarkable character, I append the 
following concise biographical sketch :—

WILLIAM CAMDEN, a celebrated antiquary and historian (called 
the Strabo of England), was born in the Old Bailey, London, 
May 2nd, 1551. His father, Sampson Camden, who was a native 
of Lichfield, settled in London, where he became a member of 
the Company of Painter-stainers. His mother, Elizabeth Camden, 
was of the ancient family of Curwen, and was daughter of Giles 
Curwen of Poulton Hall, co. Lancaster. Left an orphan and 
unprovided for he received his early education at Christ's Hospital, 
and St. Paul's School.

In 1566 he entered as a servitor of Magdalen College, Oxford; 
but being disappointed of a demi, he removed to Broadgate Hall, 
and somewhat more than two years afterwards to Christ Church, 
where he won the favour and, eventually, the patronage of his 
kind friend Dr. Thornton, the tutor of Sir Philip Sidney.

In 1571 Mr. Camden came to London, where he prosecuted his 
favourite study of antiquity, under the patronage of Dr. Goodman, 
Dean of Westminster, by whose interest he was made Second 
Master of Westminster School in 1575. From the time of his 
leaving the University to this period, being of studious habits and
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of a retiring disposition he devoted his leisure hours and holidays 
to the study of antiquity; qualifying himself for deciphering 
ancient records and monumental inscriptions, by acquiring Gaelic, 
Welsh, and old Saxon ; and travelling through the greater part of 
England, with a view to make observations and collect materials 
for his Britannia, on which he was then seriously engaged.

In 1581 he became intimately acquainted with the learned 
President Brisson, who was then in England.

In 1586 he published his first edition of the Britannia, or 
Survey of the British Isles (dedicated to Lord Burleigh) written 
in familiar and elegant Latin. This work was received with 
applause and esteemed an honour to its author, and the glory of 
his country. Thus brought into publicity, and looked upon as 
one of the most distinguished scholars of his age, the Bishop of 
Salisbury appointed him [though a layman] in 1588 prebend of 
Ilfracombe.

In 1593 he succeeded (by the Queen's request) to the head 
mastership of Westminster School, on the resignation of 
Dr. Grant.

In 1597 his Greek Grammar appeared, which was received in 
all the Colleges, and passed through forty editions. This same 
year (temp. Elizabeth) he was promoted by letters patent under 
the Great Seal of England, to be Clarencieux, King-at-Arms; but 
so modest and retiring was his disposition that a short time after 
wards he declined the honour of knighthood.

In 1600 Camden made a tour to the North as far as Carlisle, 
accompanied by his friend and eminent English antiquary, Mr. 
[afterwards, Sir .Robert Bruce] Cotton.

In 1606 he began his correspondence with the celebrated 
President de Thou, which continued to the death of that celebrated 
French historian.

In 1607 he published his last edition of the Britannia from 
which the several English editions have been made.

In 1608 he began to digest his materials for a history of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth.

In 1609, after recovering from a dangerous illness, he retired 
to Chiselhurst in Kent, where he continued to spend the Summer 
months during the remainder of his life.

In 1613 the University conferred on him the degree of Artium 
Magister.

In 1615 the first part of his Annals of the Queen appeared, 
but contemporary events induced him to postpone the publication 
of the sequel until after his death.

In 1617 the work was entirely finished; considered next in 
celebrity to his Britannia. Amongst his other productions may 
be mentioned—Anglica Normannicu Cambrica, dec., Eeges, Regince, 
Nobiles, &c., Sylva Hibernia, dc.

z VOL. V.
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In 1622, being then upwards of seventy, he determined to lose 
no time in executing his design of founding a professorship of 
history at Oxford, for which he may be reckoned among the chief 
benefactors to that University. His deed of gift was accordingly 
transmitted by his friend Mr. Heather to Mr. Gregory Wheare, 
who was by himself appointed the first professor.

In 1623, November 9th, Camden died, in the 73rd year of his 
age, and was buried with great solemnity in Westminster Abbey 
(Nov. 19), in the south aisle, where a monument of white marble 
was erected to his memory. He was a man of singular modesty 
and integrity; profoundly learned in the history and antiquities of 
England; an adept scholar in the art, or science, pertaining to 
Heraldic lore ; and a judicious and conscientious historian. His 
character is thus summed up by one of his biographers : "In his 
writings he was candid and modest; in his conversation easy and 
innocent; and in his whole life even and exemplary; when he was 
young, learned men were his patrons ; when he grew up the 
learned were his intimates; and when he became old he was the 
patron of the learned; so that learning was his only study, and 
learned men his only society." Camden cherished with fond 
remembrance to the last his humble origin, and possessed those 
great qualifications of an antiquary, patience, assiduity, and 
enthusiasm.

The " Camden Society," founded in 1838 for historical research, 
was so named in honour and recognition of the public worth 
of this author.

His Britannia was first translated into English by Dr. Phile 
mon Holland in 1611, who also published a later edition in 1636.

A new translation, made with the utmost fidelity from the last 
named edition, was published in 1695 by Edmund Gibson, of 
Queen's College, Oxford, afterwards Bishop of London.

Gibson's edition was reprinted in 1722, and several times 
subsequently.

The latest and best editions are those by Gough, 1789-90, and 
by Gough and Nichols (4 vols. fol.), 1806—Nichols being the 
celebrated author of the History and Antiquities of the Town and 
County of Leicester.

On the discovery of Gunpowder Plot, the King directed Camden 
to translate the account of the trial of the conspirators into Latin, 
which was published in 1607.

A copy of the Grant above referred to is here appended :—
To ALL AND SINGULER AS well Nobles andgentlemen, as others, 
to whom theis presents shall come, William Camden Esq. alias 
Clarenceux principal! Herauld and Kinge of Annes of the South 
East and West parts of this Realme of England from ye river of 
Trent southward sendeth greetinge in or Lord God everlasting 
Knowe ye y( for as much as it hath beene an auncient custome and
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to this day is continued in all countryes & common wealthes well 
governed y* ye honoble actes & virtuous indeavours of worthy men 
from tyme to tyme have beene remembred & recommended to 
posterity by certaine tokens and remembrances of Honor comonly 
called Armes, being the outward demontrac'ons of their inward 
virtues, inciting others by their good examples to ye imitac'on of 
their like laudable workes & worthy acheivements, dureing this 
transitory life. Wcl> said tokens of Honor are diversly dist'ibuted 
accordinge to ye qualities of ye parties so demeriteing ye same to ye 
end y1 such as have done com'endable service to ther Prince or 
Country, either in warre or peace may therefore both receive due 
honour in their lives, & also derive ye same successively to their 
posteritie for evermore. In wcl> respect whereas William Holford 
of Welham in ye county of Leicester Esq. high sheriffe of y e same 
County A° 1616, Richard Holford of Wistow Esq. at this present 
high sheriffe of ye said Countie & Richard Holford of Edithweston 
in ye countie of Rutland Esq. high sheriffe also of ye said Countie 
of Rutland A° 1610, being descended of a ffamylie aunciently 
bearinge Armes, viz' Azure upon a fesse Argent between three 
flouredeluces Or, a Greyhound currant Sables as appeareth by an 
ancient Visitac'on of y e County of Cambridg, now remaineing in 
ye office of Armes, have requested me ye said Clarenceux, so to 
difference ye said coate of Armes, as yr they and their successours 
may beare y8 same wthout prejudice, to any of those of Cambridg- 
shire, or to y* more auncient Cheshire ffamilie of Holford of Holford, 
from whence originally they derive themselves, & took their sur 
name. All wcl1 yey likewise desired y4 I would not onely blazon, 
but also exemplifie, and testifie; whereunto I could not but con- 
discend to such a reasonable request, wherein haveing made search 
accordingly & weighed every mans right consideratly, doe find y 1 
they may lawfully beare Argent a Greyhound sables, upon a cheife 
azure, three fflouredeluces Gold & for their Creast upon an helme & 
wreath of their colours, A Greyhounds head sables, the collour 
territed, & studded Gold, mantled Gules, Doubled Argent, as more 
plainely appeareth depicted in ye marg1 The wch Armes & Creast, 
& every part & parcell thereof, I ye said Clarenceux King of Armes 
by power & authoritie unto myne office annexed & granted by 1'res 
patents under ye great seale of England, have ratified confirmed & 
allowed, & by theis p'sents given & granted unto & for ye said 
William, Richard, & Richard Holford, & to their Heires & posteritie 
for ever, to use, beare & set fourth in shield, coatearmo' or other 
wise wth there due differences at their, or any of their liberties, & 
pleasures, accordinge to ye ancient lawe of Armes, w^out impedi 
ment, let, or interrupc'on of any pson or psons whatsoever. In 
wittnes whereof, I ye said Clarenceux King of Armes, have signed 
theis presents wth my hand, & thereunto put ye seale of myne 
office ye first day of January An" Do'm 1621 in ye nineteenth 
yeare of ye reigne of or Soveraigne Lord James by ye grace of 
God King of England France & Ireland Defendou' of ye faith &c, 
& of Scotland ye five & ffivetieth.

Will'm Camden Clarenceux 
King of Armes.

[The legend surrounding the 
official seal is :—
S • OFF1CIJ • CLARENCIEVIX • 
REOIS • ARMORIS • PARTIS • 
AVSTRALIS.]
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THE CHAIRMAN then exhibited some coins of King Stephen's 
time, namely: 1. Penny of Stephen engraved in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, 1862, showing a cross, extending across the coin, and 
thereby effacing Stephen. 2. Penny of Stephen, one of the 
Nottingham find, January, 1880, showing a shorter cross' not 
extending beyond the portion of the field in which lies the head of 
the King; more clearly displaying the intention of the person who 
tampered with the die. 3. Penny of Stephen. Nottingham find. 
4. Broken penny of Stephen. Nottingham find. 5. Fragments 
from the find, showing the state in which the coins were found. 
6. Dollar of Charles IV. of Spain, countermarked. He read a 
Paper in connection with them, entitled, " A Numismatic Incident 
in the Reign of King Stephen—1135-1154," which is printed in 
the volume of the Associated Societies for the year 1881.

The REV. W. G. DIMOCK FLETCHER, M.A., of Oxford, con 
tributed the following

NOTES ON LEICESTERSHIRE MSS. IN THE PUBLIC 
RECORD OFFICE AND OUR NATIONAL LIBRARIES.

LEICESTERSHIRE as a County has been very fortunate in its 
historians. We have Burton, one of the very earliest, and cer 
tainly a most careful writer, to whom we are especially indebted 
for his accurate description of all the arms and monuments re 
maining in the churches in 1622. And then we have Throsby, 
with his interesting gossiping volumes. But above all Nichols, 
the fullest of all County Historians, whose eight folio volumes 
will always be held by Topographers and Antiquaries in the highest 
estimation. And if his History does contain a great many 
accounts of thunderstorms and fires, of no general interest, and 
which therefore might have been safely omitted, still it is so full 
of useful information that one can charitably overlook all its 
faults.

Our modern writers, Potter and Curtis and Reeve and Hill 
and Thompson and North and Kelly, who have each contributed 
their quota towards elucidating the History and Antiquities of 
Leicestershire, I need not mention; their names are an household 
word in this County.

What all our local antiquaries should aim at, is to bring out a 
new and revised edition of Nichols, with the genealogies, and all 
the historical and topographical portions of the work, corrected 
and brought down to the present time. We want that doing for 
Leicestershire which the careful editors of Hutchins and Ormerod 
have been doing for Dorsetshire and Cheshire. The scarcity and 
costliness of Nichols is well known. The work needs to be re- 
edited and reissued under the auspices of this Society.
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Good, however, as Nichols' History is, it is nevertheless 
very imperfect and incomplete. Because numbers of documents 
are not to be found in it, which ought to have been printed ; 
and during the past fifty years much additional information 
has come to light, illustrative of the history of our County. 
Mr. Nichols did not make enough use of the Public Records; 
indeed in his day they were scarcely accessible; now there is no 
difficulty in searching, the documents are carefully arranged, and 
there are excellent indexes to aid the student. Before Nichols' 
History can be reprinted, these documents must very carefully be 
searched; and they will be found to yield stores of precious in 
formation that has never yet seen the light.

Upwards of twenty-five years ago an attempt was made to 
reissue Nichols' History, under the editorship of the late Mr. T. 
R. Potter; but, for reasons which I need not here name, the 
attempt fell through.

It is not generally known, or else it is forgotten, that in 1869 
the Rev. J. H. Hill (to whom Leicestershire is indebted for his 
excellent " Gartree Hundred ") proposed to reprint Nichols' West 
Goscote, at the extremely moderate subscription price of five 
guineas. This is the scarcest of all the eight volumes, being worth 
far more than the other seven put together; and a copy could not 
probably be purchased for £80. Strangely enough, Mr. Hill's 
laudable attempt fell through, owing to lack of support. It does 
seem remarkable that out of the whole County of Leicester only 
forty subscribers could be found to a reprint of the excessively 
rare " West Goscote ! " Mr. Hill has still the MSS., quite ready 
for the press; and I believe he would reprint the volume if 
sufficient subscribers came forward. Could not this Society make 
an effort to obtain a sufficient number of subscribers to enable 
him to reprint this volume ? Surely a little effort would bring 
many persons, especially those resident in the Hundred of Goscote, 
who would be willing to subscribe to a new issue of that valuable 
volume ! Shall we not try and take the matter up ?

It has been suggested to me that it might be useful to point 
out, for the benefit of persons interested in Leicestershire To 
pography and Genealogies, some of the documents relating to the 
County deposited in the Public Record Office and the great 
National Libraries of England. And as I have made myself in 
some measure acquainted with the Leicestershire MSS. contained 
in them, I venture to give some hints which may facilitate the 
labours of those students who are thinking of searching. But I 
trust you will pardon any imperfection in my lists of MSS., as I 
can do little more than glance at some of the many sources of 
local information.

And first as to the Public Record Office. The stores of docu 
ments relating to Leicestershire are so countless, that it will be
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best just to enumerate a few of the principal sources from which 
information most likely to be useful to the Topographer and 
Genealogist cau be obtained. No modern County Historian could 
venture to write a County History without making long searches at 
the Public Record Office. Indeed one County History—Plantagenet 
Harrison's History of Yorkshire—has lately been published, which 
is written entirely from information derived from this office; and 
the pedigrees in this volume extend back many generations earlier 
than those in any similar book; the Manorial History, too, is 
unusually complete. .

The Charter Rolls, Patent Rolls, and Close Rolls, are mines of 
wealth to the topographer. They each commence with the reign of 
King John ; and contain grants of manors, lands, offices, honours, 
markets, free-warrens, fairs, &c., &c. Nichols has partially used 
these in his History, but still there are vast numbers of Leicester 
shire Grants unrecorded by him to be found there. The Com 
missioners printed lists of some of the earlier Rolls; but these 
lists are often inaccurate and incomplete. A good Calendar of the 
Close Rolls, arranged in years under Counties, is now being made. 
There is no perfect Calendar to the Patent Rolls, but in what are 
known as Palmer's Indexes there are good Indices Locorum.

The Placita, or Plea Rolls, are of immense value, yet are very 
little known, and are almost wholly unindexed. Jndeed the History 
of Yorkshire, above referred to, is almost wholly compiled from 
these Rolls. They contain the pleadings in our several courts, 
and the judgments thereon, and relate to nearly every estate in 
the kingdom.

The proceedings in the Court of Chancery consist of Bills and 
Answers, &c., Depositions by Commission, and Decrees; and 
commence as early as the reign of Richard II. There are printed 
Calendars to the proceedings during the reign of Elizabeth only. 
The proceedings in the Court of Exchequer commence in the reign 
of Edward I. A Calendar to some of these proceedings will be 
found in Martin's Index, published in 1819. Indices to the Special 
Commissions, and the Depositions by Commission, from the 
reign of Elizabeth, have been printed in the annual Reports of the 
Deputy Keeper, and are still in progress. They have already been 
brought to the end of the reign of George I. Amongst the Special 
Commissions I find there are 109 matters relating to Leicester 
shire, and amongst the Depositions by Commission 220. I have 
a list of these. In many of the Bill and Answer Books the County 
is given, as well as the names of the Plaintiff and Defendant, so 
that it is not difficult to single out the Leicestershire suits.

The Pedes Finium are complete from the reign of Henry II. 
There are excellent Indexes, arranged in years under Counties, 
which enable the Topographer at once to select the Leicestershire 
Fines and Recoveries. They give the name of the freeholder levy-
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ing the fine, his wife, and the situation and quantity of his 
estate.

The Inquisitiones Post Mortem commence with the reign of 
Henry III., and are extremely important to Topographers, as they 
tell us the names of every tenant in capite, of what lands he died 
seized, by what rents or services the same were held, who was his 
heir and of what age the heir then was. There are three sets of 
these Inquisitions, viz., the Exchequer, Chancery, and Court of 
Wards and Liveries. A list of the Exchequer Inquisitions was 
printed in the Deputy-Keeper's Tenth Report for 1849. A Calen 
dar of the Chancery Inquisitions from Henry III. to Richard III. 
has been published, but is very incomplete. There is, however, 
a good MS. Index in nine volumes; and also a good MS. Index in 
two volumes of the Court of Wards and Liveries Inquisitions, in 
alphabetical order, with the Counties prefixed, thus:—

" Leic. ffarneham Tho. 65. m. & h. term. 19 Jac. I."

The Lay Subsidy Rolls are extremely valuable, as they contain 
the names of all the King's Tenants in capite, arranged under 
villages, with the amounts they paid to aid him in his wars, &c. 
They extend from Edward III. to Charles II., and contain the 
names of all the most important persons in every town and village. 
The earliest Leicestershire Roll is in 1 Edw. III., and is in a 
splendid state of preservation. It has this heading, " Rotuli 
" Hugonis de Prestewold et Rogeri de Belegrave taxat' vicesime in 
"com. leyc. domino Regi E. tertio post conquestum anno regni 
" sui primo concesse." Under Loughborough, no less than twenty- 
seven persons are named, with the amount each paid. The latest 
Leicestershire Roll is the Hearth Tax of 25 Car. II., and contains 
the name of every householder in Leicestershire, with the number 
of fire-hearths in his house. Under Loughborough, 229 persons 
are named, under Knight-thorpe ten, under Maplewell two, under 
Cotes ten, and so on. Between these two there are several hundred 
Rolls, more or less perfect, relating to our County.

There are also lists of Leicestershire Church Goods, temp. 
Edward VI., but these do not relate to the whole of the county. 
The Royalist Composition Papers, too, deserve notice.

Of course there are vast numbers of other Leicestershire docu 
ments in the P. R. 0., e.g. the Domesday Book, and numerous 
Charters and Inrolments, Inquisitiones, Rotuli, and Placita, &c., 
&c., but those few I have named seem to me to be most useful to 
the topographer and genealogist.

Amongst Mr. Palmer's Calendars, there are several which 
relate especially to Leicestershire. Gal. 127 contains Grants, &c., 
in com. Leicester from Hen. VIII. to Jac. I.; Cal. 123 has a list of 
24 grants of Fee Farm Rents from Hen. VIII. to Cha. I.; Cal.
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113 contains Inquisitions post mortem in com. Leic. from Hen. 
VII. to Cha. I. Agarde's Indexes in the Exchequer also contain 
references to valuable Leicestershire documents.

Many valuable lists of documents have been published in the 
Deputy-Keeper's Annual Keports; and of these, I would especially 
name the Exchequer Depositions by Commission, in the 1877 to 
1881 Reports; the Awards of Inclosure Commissioners, enrolled 
in the Chancery, Queen's Bench, Common Pleas, and Duchy of 
Lancaster, commencing 1756, and containing no less than 93 
Leicestershire Awards and nine Plans, in the 1865 and 1866 
Reports.

I may add that there is no fee charged at the Public Record 
Office for searching for documents, and one may make copies of, or 
extracts from, any Records at pleasure.

Next to the Public Record Office, the British Museum contains 
the largest number of Leicestershire documents. Many of these 
MSS. are copies of Placita, Rotuli, Inquisitiones, &c., in the 
P. R. 0., and for a list of them I would refer you to Siins's 
invaluable "Manual for the Genealogist, &c." I can only here 
mention those MSS. which especially relate to the county. These 
are as follows:—

Domesday Book. Harl. 6016, fo. 89.
Cartularies. Burton Lazar's Hospital. Cott. Nero C. xii.

Gerondon. Lansd. 415.
Leicester, " Charite." Cott. Vitell. F. xvii.
Woodford, of Ashby Folville. Cott. Claudius 

A. xiii.

Aids in Com. Leic. granted Edw. III. 1347. Harl. 6700.
Knights Fees in com. Leic. Cott. Tiberius D. xx. fo. 89b; 

Harl. 6700.
Placita de Itinere in com. Leic. 5, 6, 11, and 12, Hen. HI. 

Add. 12,269.
"Names of Popish Recusants convict, and Papists who have 

registered their estates, &c.," about 30 names. Add. 15,629, fo. 
29, 30.

Spirytuall Receipts com. Leic. ; and Abstracts of Crown 
Grants, Edw. I. to Edw. III. Harl. 6700.

Sequestrators in England, 1642 to 1652. Add. 5478, &c. 
Leicestershire gentlemen who compounded for their estates, 

temp. Car. I. Harl. 2043, fo. 38b.
Returns to Parliament in all Counties, 1702 and 1710. Add. 

15,661.
Names of Knights in Counties. Lansd. 855 ; Harl. 5803.
Names of Lords of every Manor, 1316-1559. Harl. 6281.
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Heraldic Collections. Visitation 1563. Add. 17,065; Harl.
810. 

Visitation 1619. Harl. 6125, 6183,
1431, 1187, 1189, 1180, 1195. 

Pedigrees of Leicester Families. Harl.
6590. 

Pedigrees and Arms, by Nich. Charles.
Harl. 1113. 

Pedigree of Smith of Queniborough to
1764. Add. 14,844d.

Burton's Leicestershire, additions by Vernon. Add. 10,126. 
Lyson's Collections for Leicestershire. Add. 9458. 
Powell's „ „ Add. 17,462. 
Upcott's „ „ Add. 15,922. 
Devon's „ „ Add. 24,801.

[This valuable volume contains excellent lists of Leic. MSS. 
in the Harl., Lansd., Cott., and Add. Collections; also the 
following documents:—Translation of Foundation Deed of 
Ashby School, 10th Aug. 1567; Lease of the Manor of 
Kirkby Mallory from Convent of S. Mary de Pratis to 
Thomas Dylke, 26 Hen. VIII.; Inquis. ad quod Dam. 
Wigston's Hospital, 11 Hen. VIII.; Ordinatio Vicarie de 
Overton; Endowment of the Vicarage of Rothley, &c., &c.]

Abstracts of Crown Grants of Lands in com. Leic. Add. 6059.
List of persons of note in Counties. Cott. Titus B.I. p. 124.
Lists of Justices of Peace. Harl. 474, 7512. An. 1579, B.M. 

Koy. MS. 18. D. iii. An. 1582, Land. MS. 35. An. 1587, 
Laud. MS. 53.

Extracts from the Registers of Diocese of Lincoln. Harl. 
6950-6954.

Taxatio Parochiarum Lincoln. Cott. Vesp. D. xxviii.
Hunter's Collections for Leicestershire. Add. 24, 461 and 24, 

465.
[These valuable volumes contain information relating to 

Newbold-Verdon, Great Thornton, Statherne, Halstead, Brad- 
gate, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Kirkby Belers (abstract of an 
interesting Chronicle in Bale's MS. Ixxiii, from 1197 to 1534) 
Market Harborough, Bredon, Loseby, Cossington, Bradley, 
Reresby, Sixtonby, Melton Mowbray; the Earldom; Wilson's 
Deeds; and the families of Phillipps of Garendon, Lord 
Wharton, Faunt, Nele, Bellers, &c., &c., &c.]

Hunter's Museum Pocket Books, amongst the Add. MSS. 
Hunter's Abstracts of Escheat Rolls, &c. Edw. III. to Hen. 

VIII. Add. MSS. 24, 506 and 24, 507.
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[Relate to the families of Hastings, Holand, Chaworth, 
Ferrars, Grey de Wilton, Manny, Tyletot, Basset, Belers, 
Furnival, Roos, Scrope, Zoucb, Latimer, Maundevyll, Seyn- 
teler, Earl of Somerset, de Montford, Vere, Vilers, Berkley, 
Stafford, Swillington, Greystock, Merbury, Beaumont, Bonvil, 
Dakyn, Haringtonj Malory, Blount, Lucy, Nevill, Pole, 
Roskyn, Norres, Ormond, Hardwik, Parr, Willoughby, Brukby, 
Kyrton, Marquis of Dorset, Bigod, Babington, Chicbeley, 
Burton, Dockray, Cromwell, Stansfeld, Strelley, Earl of 
Huntingdon, &c., &c.]

Randle Holme's Leic. Cburcb Notes. Harl. 2129.
[Relate to Kirby Bellers, Tburleston, Melton Mowbray, 
Gadesby, Lougbborough, Leicester (S. Margaret's, S. Mary's 
and S. Nicbolas), Blaby, Brookesby, Asbby-de-la-Zouch, 
Loseby, Barrow, Bottesford, Muston, Tborpe Arnold, Wy- 
mondham, Prestwold, Gouldby, Goodby Morwood, Skevington, 
Stanton Wivile, Knaptoft, Tilton, Sibston, Lutterworth, 
Bitswell, Cattborpe, Stony Stanton, Launde Abbey, Stook- 
stone, Barwell, Elmesthorpe, Misterton, Snareston, Packing- 
ton, Coston, Swepston, Drayton, Hinckley, Pigleton, Froles- 
worth, CJburcb Langton, Gumley, Castle Donnington, and 
Medbourne.]

Notes to Willis's Abbeys, &c. Add. 5827.
Parish Registers of Somerby, 1601 to 1715. Add. 24, 802.
Papers relating to tbe Hastings Family. Harl. 3881, 4774, 

4849.
Staveley's MS. History and Antiquities of Leicester. Add. 

15,917.
Wm. Burton's History of Lindley, co. Leicester. Add. 6046.

Tbe Cottonian MSS. in tbe British Museum contain the 
following which relate to Leicestershire:—
Aug: II. 135. Inspeximus of King Edward I. of several charters

by which King Henry III. granted the honor of Leicester, &c.
to his son Edmund, 1285. 

Vesp. D. X. 131. Charters of Henry II. &c. re the honor of
Leicester. 

Vitell: F. 17. Repertorium chartarum Abbatise de Leic : per
Wm. Charite. 

Nero. D. X. 143. Matriculus dni Ep. Line, de omnibus ecclesiis
in Archd: Leic : 1220. Peter's pence and pensions. 

Nero. D. X. 157b. Taxation of spiritualities and temporalities of
the Abbot -and Convent of Leicester, by Oliver, Bishop of
Lincoln, 1292.
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The Lansdowne MSS. in the British Museum contain these 
Leicestershire ones :—

47. 21. Dier's Certificate of Rent answered for heriots in co.
Leicester dec. 1586. 

90. 23. Letter from Gilbert Earl of Shrewsbury concerning the
tumultuous proceedings in Leicestershire &c.; the mob
throwing open Inclosures, &c. 1607. 

109. 67.. Manors in Leicestershire belonging to the Marquis
of Dorset.

447. 1. Foundation Charter of Leycester Abbey. 
855. 3. Leicestershire Knights. 15th cent. 
963. 58. Dates of foundation of Abbeys in Leicestershire, &c.

Of the Harleian MSS. in the British Museum, there are at least 
sixty-five which relate to Leicestershire. They are too numerous 
to be detailed here. Excellent Indexes have been printed ; and a 
reference to these, sub voce " Leicester," will show what they 
comprise. It is sufficient to note here that they relate to the Town 
and County; Abbey, Convents, Forest and Frith, Churches; 
Survey of Crown Lauds, Earls, Lists of Gentlemen, Grants, 
Knights' Fees, Sheriffs, Heralds' Visitations, Pedigrees, Arms and 
Heraldic Collections relative to Leicestershire families.

In addition to the above MSS., there are also some Leicester 
shire Charters in the British Museum. I think the above list 
contains most of the important MSS. in our great National 
Library relating to Leicestershire.

The Bodleian Library at Oxford is very rich in MSS. relating 
to Leicestershire. It contains the collections of Ashmole, Rawlin- 
son, Dodesworth, Gough, Carte, Wood, &c., &c.

The Charters, of which a capital Calendar has lately been 
printed, relate to the following places :—Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 
Packington, Framland Hundred, Alton Grange, Burton Lazars, 
Burton Overy, Enderby, Foxton, Queniborough, Hinckley, Leicester, 
Leicester Abbey-de-la-Pre, Mowesley, Packington, Sadyngton, 
Sternesworth, Stoughton, Billesdon, Great and Little Stretton, 
Wythcote, Berneton, Bringhurst, Osulveston Priory, Slawston, &c.

The Carte MSS. comprise five volumes, styled the " Huntingdon 
Collection," which Carte obtained from Sir John Davys, whose 
daughter Lucy married the Earl of Huntingdon. They are num 
bered 76, 77, 78, 205, and 228, and contain much valuable Leices 
tershire information.

Carte MS. 77 contains a " Survey of the Churches, their value 
and Incumbents, in Leicestershire;" Order of the Lords of the 
Council to the High Sheriff of Leicester and the mayor for Ship- 
money 12 August 1635 (fo. 193); Notes of Deeds from the 
Corporation of Leicester to the Earl of Huntingdon (fo. 277);
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Letter of the Mayor of Bristol to the Earl of Huntingdon, Lord 
Lieut. of Leicester and Rutland, about the Levy of Men for 
Ireland out of those Counties, 4 March 1601 (fo. 278); names 
of gentlemen in Leicestershire who contributed to the Palatine, 
1622 (fo. 279); Services rendered by Sir John Skipwith to the 
Stuarts (fo. 280).

Carte MS. 78 contains (inter alia) the Freeholders' Book for co. 
Leicester, 1630 (fo. 1); Letters from the Mayor and Corporation 
of Leicester; Instructions for executing Commission for Knight 
hood, with list of names, and fines to be paid for refusing same 
(fos. 18, 21, &c.); names of those returned by the under-sheriff at 
Ashby 30 Sept. 1630 (fo. 19); Record of Privilege of Great Bowden 
from toll and charge (fo. 20); names of persons with above £40. a 
year land in co. Leic., and are not knights, 1631 (fo. 22, 24); 
Penalties laid at the Swanymote Court for the Forest of Leicester, 
1600 (fo. 23); names of persons in co. Leic. who pleaded that they 
had not £40. per ann. at the King's Coronation (fo. 26); Inquisi 
tion for Leicester Forest, 1623 (fo. 27); Instructions for Survey 
of the Kings's Parks, 1626 (fo. 31); divers papers relating to 
Leicester Forest; Order of K. James I. to Justices of Leic. about 
Alehouses (fo. 31); List of Patents to John and Edw. Lord 
Hastings and Henry Earl of Huntingdon (fos. 35, 36); numerous 
documents relating to the Hastings family (fos. 35-250); Deeds 
relating to Loughborough, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Belton, Whatton, 
Leicester, Kirby, Braunstone, Enderby, Evington, Hinkley, Glenn, 
Burton Overy, Billesdon, Stoughton, Gracedieu, Gopshall, Thrink- 
stone, Shankton, Knapton, Blackfordby, Oadby, Castle Donington, 
&c.; Feoffment of Manor of Stony Stanton from Robert Moton to 
his son Reynolds, 14 Hen. VI. (fo. 72). A most valuable 
Leicestershire MS.

Carte 1769. 0000. fo. 2. Grant of Priory of Hinkley to the 
Abbey of Mountgrace.

Carte 1769. EEEE. fo. 248. Endowment of the Vicarage of 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

There is at present no good printed Catalogue of the Carte MSS.
The Ashmolean MSS. contain some good Leic. documents; 

but as there is an excellent printed Catalogue, I will only mention 
two or three of the more important MSS.

Ashm. 798. Contains John Vincent's drawings of the Arms 
and Seals of the Town of Leicester (with the names of the Mayor 
and other officers), and of thirty-one Coats of Arms of the Gentry, 
taken at the Visitation of Leic. in 1619, (fo. 1-6.); Pedigree of 
Barret of Wimeswold (fo. 7.); Pedigree of Smalley of Belton 
(fo.'S.), Harcourt (fo. 9, 10), Eyre (fo. 15).

Ashm. 834. Grant of Crest to Andrew Nouell of Dalby, 1582. 
(fo. 39 b).

Ashm. 844. Leicestershire Tenants in Domesday Book (fo. 18);
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Pedigrees of Basset and Roos (fo. 108), Earls of Leicester (fos. 46, 
94), Chester and Despencer; Confirmations of Arms to Bayn- 
brigge of Lockington (fos. 237, 238 b.), and Chamber of Gaddesby 
(fo. 207).

Ashm. 848. Leic. Charters from Duchy of Lancaster (fo. 62 b).
Ashm. 858. Grants of Arms to Nowell of Dalby, and Kendall 

(fos. 40 and 109).
Ashm. 866. Collections for a Feudal History of England, 

Leic. (fos. 199-201).
Ashm. 1137. Inscription at Leicester concerning John and 

Mary Erick.
I would here mention that there are numerous documents 

relating to the Hastings family of co. Leicester, which will be 
found indexed in the printed catalogues to the Ashmole, Rawlin- 
son, Tanner, and Dodsworth MSS., under the word " Hastings." 
They are too numerous to specify here.

Amongst the Gough MSS., there are but very few which relate 
to Leicestershire. They are as follows :—

Gough MS. 1. Statutes, &c., for governing Mr. Hill's Charity 
School at Thurcaston.

Gough MS. 2. Shackerstone Parish Register, 1558 to 1680. 
Of this a transcript has been given in the Society's Transactions.

Gough Nichols MS. 5. Gough's Tour in Leicestershire.
A little book, entitled " Proper tables and easie rules, &c.," 

1576, contains MS. notes by William Davy, Schoolmaster in 
Leicester about 1675, including a list of Mayors from 1203 to 
1700, and numerous local events, &c. The reference is "Leic. 
Gough's Adds. 8vo. 16." There are also some extracts from 
Gascoigne's Additions to Burton amongst the Gough Books. 
(Gough. Leic. 1.)

There are numerous Leicestershire Drawings and Engravings 
in Vol. xv. and Vol. D. of Gough's Prints and Drawings. There 
is a good printed Catalogue of the original Gough Books and 
MSS., but not to the Additions.

The Wood MSS. have no Leicestershire ones. But in Wood 
MS., F. 7, (8469) are Pedigrees of Bainbrigge and Gulson ; and 
in Wood MS. C. 11, (8551) are some Loughborough Church 
Notes. The extracts from the Matriculation Registers, and 
Books of Admission to Degrees, of course contain many Leicester 
shire names. Wood MS. 8495, has a List of Gentry in England. 
There is a rough printed Catalogue, but none sufficiently detailed.

The Tanner MSS. have these relating to Leicestershire :—
Letters from the Justices of co. Leic. 1621-2. 78, fo. 46; and 

243, fo. 28b.
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Certificate of Survey of the goods in every church and chapel 
in West Goscote, 1552. 343, fo. 7n.

Returns of trained bands in Leic. 121, fo. 74.
Letters concerning the Civil War. 57, 58, 59, 60, 62, and 89.
Delinquents. 59 and 61.
" Capitulum generale canonicorum regularium ord. S. Aug. ibi 

[i.e. Leicester] celebratum," 1431. 196, fo. 166.
Hastings Pedigrees, &c. 257, fo. 24b, &c. There is a good 

printed Catalogue.

The Rawlinson MSS. contain several Leicestershire ones :—
Wm. Burton's Collections for Leic. (Transcript). B. 350.
Notes out of Burton's History. B. 275, fo. 63; and 278, fo. 

269.
Account of Burton and his family. C. 146. fo. 359.
List of Knights in the County, and their Arms, temp. Edw. II. 

B. 350. fo. 40.
Letters from the Commissioners for the County, 1655, A. 32, 

fo. 867 ; and 33 fo. 523.
Address to Richard Cromwell on his succession to the Protec 

torate, signed by the inhabitants of the County. A. 61. fos. 
164-186.

Arms of Leic. families, B. 103 fo. 246; B. 278. fo. 259.
Ditto from Burton. B. 278. fo. 269.
Particulars of lands lately belonging to the Abbey of S. Mary 

de Pratis, 1609 to 1612, B. 253.
Genealogical extracts from a MS. formerly belonging to the 

Abbey. B. 103.
Descents of the Saxon Earls of Leicester. B. 77 and 278.
Descents of the Norman Earls. B. 103, 133, 142, and 313.
Leicestershire Pedigrees, passim in B. 73-84. (Wilkinson's 

Collections.)
Terrier of Manor of Queniborough, 1714. B. 348.
Hastings Pedigrees, &c., in B. 66, 76, 88, 103, 142, 144, 313, 

314, 319, 470.
Collections relating to the County of Leicester during the Civil 

Wars, by Nicholas Strelley of West Langton. Misc. 116.
[A list of the contents of this valuable Leic: MS. is printed in 

Nichols' Leicestershire IV. 1046-7.]
The Catalogues to the Rawlinson MSS. are partly printed.
The Collections oiJohn Leland, the Author of the "Itinerary," 

are in the Bodleian Library. Leland MS. 1 (5102) contains papers 
relating to Bredon, fo. 40; Eccl. Canon, de Leic. fo. 34; New 
College or Hospital at Leicester, fo. 42; Landa in Leic. fo. 68; 
Osulveston, fo. 69; Monastery de Pratis at Leicester, fo. 70. 
Leland MS. 3. (5104) contains collections for the County. • MS. 
vol. 1 of the Itinerary (5107), at fos. 15-25, relates to Leicestershire.
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Marshal MS. 73 (5305.) consists of Notes from the MS. of the 
Greek Test, at the Town Hall, Leicester. (Codex Leicestriensis.)

Laud MS. 72. (1335) "Charite" Kentale, S. Mary de Pratis.
Dugdale MS. I.A.I. (6491) has Domesday Book and Collections 

for Leic: Dugdale MS. 12. F. 2. (6502) contains Transcripts from 
the Registers of the Abbey of Leicester. Dugdale MS. 220 
(6512) contains list of gentry in England.

The Dodesworth MSS. in the Bodleian Library are the most 
valuable for Topographical and Genealogical information; and 
many of them relate partially to Leicestershire. An Index of 
names and places has been printed to the first seven volumes only. 
I believe that other volumes are now being catalogued. I mention 
a few of the Leic. MSS.

Dodesworth MS. 25. (4167) at fo. 100, Carta fundat. Abbatise 
de Pratis in Leic.

Dod. 76. (5018) fo. 1. Deed of the Priors of Leicester, Belvoir, 
and Bredon, redressing the grievances of the Nuns of Stam 
ford.

Dod. 47 (4189), 79 (5030), and 112 (5053). Knight's Fees.
Dod. 59, &c. (5001, &c.) Inquisitiones post mortem, John to 

Edw. III.
Dod. 94-97 (5037). Placita, temp. King John.
Dod. 107 (5048). Collections relating to the Archdeaconry of 

Leic.
Dod. 33 (4175). Placita de banco in com. Leic. 4 Edw. I.
Dod. 35 (4177), at fo. 86. Names and arms of Leic. Knights, 

&c.
Dod. 47 (4189). Liber Rub. Scaccarii. Introitus ad Scutagia 

(fo. 59); Tenentes de rege in capite, Leic. (fo. 132); Inquisitiones 
de honoribus eschastis, 13 Ric. John, &c. Leic. (fo. 148).

Dod. 88 (5029), fo. 19. Inscriptions in Leic. churches.
Dod. 89 (5030). Tenants in capite and Knight's fees, Leic. 

12 Hen. II. (fo. 19).
Dod. 114 (5055) Carta facta Edmundo filio Regis de Honore 

de Leic. an. 53 Hen. III. (fo. 54).
Dod. 115, fo. 234 (5056). Inquisitio de Man : Barrow-on-Soar, 

49 Edw. III.
Dod. 123, fo. 81 (5064). Escheats in co. Leic : temp. Edw. I.
Dod. 145, fo. 61 (5086). Notes from Burton's Leicestershire.
Dod. 2, has grant to Leic. Abbey de Pratis (fo. 56b), and 

Hastings descents (ffos. 84-86.)
Dod. 4, relates to the foundation of Osolveston Abbey (fos. 

95b, 96.)
There are many other MSS. relating to Leicestershire, amongst 

the Dodesworth MSS. The above list is by no means complete.
Kenelm Diaby MS. 212, (1813.) is " Tractatus de Computo 

Hebraorum aptata ad Calendarium per Monachum Leic."
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Bodley MS. B. 8. (2004), fo. 177b. " Nota de urbe Leicester 
combusta an. 1173, praecepto Regis Henrici, &c."

Tbere is no general catalogue of the MSS. in the Bodleian 
Library, but brief descriptions of many of the MSS. may be found 
in Bernard's "Catalogi Librorum Manuscriptorum " publa. in 1697. 
There are good catalogues of the Gough, Malone, Douce, Tanner, 
and Ashmole MSS. The Dodesworth, Carte, Wood, Rawlinson, 
and other MSS., still .require to be catalogued, as this has not at 
present been fully done; but the Dodesworth and Carte Catalogues 
are in progress.

In the Oxford College Libraries are a few Leic: MSS., which 
are described in Mr. Coxe's " Catalogue of the MSS. in the Oxford 
Colleges and Halls." Corpus Coll. MS. 154, " Statuta in Capitulo 
Generali Monachorum Leic: A.D. 1276." Exeter Coll. MS. 152, 
Notes of Assizes at Leicester, 11 and 12 Jac. I. Queen's Coll. MS. 
89, Visitation of Leicester, 1619 ; 103, Pedigrees of the Earls of 
Leicester; 131, Pedigrees of Leic: families from the visitations, 
and notices of the Shirley family. New College MS. 330 is Visita 
tion of Leicester 1619.

Of the Leicestershire MSS. in the Public Library at Cambridge 
I know nothing; excepting that I believe it contains a cbartulary 
of Osulveston, a " Rentale," Dd. iii. 87. Caius Coll. MS. 519 
is a Visitation of Leicester in 1619.

The College of Arms is rich in Leicestershire Visitations:
Visitation of Leicestershire 1563, G. 11; H. 12; and see F. 7. 
Visitation of Leicestershire 1619, G. 8; Vincent's Leicester. 

No. 127.
Visitation of Leicestershire 1683, K. 
Leicestershire Church Notes, Vincent MS. 197. 
Arms of Gentry in Counties, Philpot MS. 18 W.

Lincoln's Inn Library has a small folio volume, temp. Car. I., 
containing references to Public Records relating to co. Leicester, 
as to Inquisition/s post mortem and ad quod damnum, from 
1 Edw I. to 3 Rich. III., collected by W. Swynford of Leicester 
shire. The reference to the MS. is Hale MS. Ixxiv. (Ixxix.)

In the Library of the Incorporated Law Society, in Chancery 
Lane, is a MS. volume of Charters relating to the town of 
Leicester.

There are some good Leicestershire MSS. in Sir Thomas 
Phillipps's splendid library at Thirlstane House, Cheltenham:—
46. Visitation of Leicestershire, 1619.
59. Visitation of Leicestershire, 1619. 19th cent.
3575. Palmer's Collections for Leicestershire, folio.
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3576. Collections for Leicester, &c., folio. 
8582. Carte's Collections for Leicestershire. 
4828. Collections from the Close Rolls, Patents, &c., co. 

Leic. 6 John to 17 Edw. IV. fol. 16th cent.
4497. Leicestershire Pedigrees from Burton, in Tables, fol.
4498. Leicestershire Pedigrees, by Beckwith, fol.
4499. Leicestershire Visitation 1619, copied by Beckwith 1773, fol. 
4840. Index to Conveyances of the Earl of Essex' lands in

co Leic., &c. 
9730. De Sacr. Eucharistis-Tractatus Eoberti de Leycestriae.

14th cent. 
11176. Leicestershire Visitation 1619. 18th cent. Do. Arms.

Camden's Grants from 1603 to 1615. Dugdale's Sketches
of Arms.

No. 119. Ex. Bibl. Thorpe. Flower's Leicestershire Visitation, fol. 
13168. Disclaimers at Visitation of Leicestershire, 1682. 
16645. Fox-hunting Poems. Melton Hunt, 1830, &c. 
17619. Hunter's Collections for Leicestershire, 4to. 
22974. Vincent and Lennard's Vis. of Leicestershire 1619; and

additions to 1652. 17th cent.

Amongst the MSS. at Lambeth are these relating to Leicester 
shire :—

585, fo. 215. Succession of Abbots of Leicester to 1496, ex
Registro Leic. 

589, fo. 221. History and Collections concerning the Abbots
of Leicester. 

643, fo. 52. ' Bull of Pope Gregory to the Priors of Croyland and
Leicester, to decide the case of the Monks of Sempringham. 

701, Vol. 8, M, fo. 153. Letter from Edmund Brudenell about
an outrageous robbery in Leicestershire, 11 May, 157—. 

952, fo. 27. Table of Fees of the Archdeaconry of Leicester,
20 November, 1627.

For the Ecclesiastical History of any Leicestershire parish, the 
Episcopal Registers at Lincoln must be searched. These com 
mence as early as the episcopate of Hugo de Wells (1209 to 1235), 
and are kept in the Old Palace at Lincoln. They consist of two 
series, (1) Institutions, and (2) Miscellaneous. The Institutions 
give the Rectors and Vicars, with the dates of their institutions, and 
the names of their respective patrons. The Miscellaneous Registers 
contain Commissions, Visitations of Churches and Religious Houses, 
Presentations to Livings, Sequestrations, Foundations and Endow 
ments of Chantries, Certificates of Commission for Consecration of 
Churches and Chapels, Enrolments of Wills, Ordinations of Vicar 
ages, Taxations, Licenses for Non-residence, Inquisitions, &c., &c. 

2 A VOL. V.
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In short, nearly every act, relating to any benefice or clerk, 
will be found entered on these Registers. The earliest 
Registers are in Rolls, and are kept in a box. The later ones are 
in a number of folio volumes, extending from the fourteenth cen 
tury to the present time. A thorough search through all these 
Registers must be made, down to the time when Leicestershire 
was separated from Lincoln diocese (1837), before a complete 
history of any church or its ministers could be written. This 
search would undoubtedly be a work of considerable labour, for the 
acts recorded in the Registers of this large Diocese are simply 
placed in precise chronological order, without any regard to Arch 
deaconries, &c., and there are no Indexes. Still the trouble 
involved in the search will be amply repaid by the interesting facts 
which would certainly be brought to light. Some extracts from 
these Lincoln Episcopal Registers are given in Harl. MSS. 6950— 
6954; but they do not appear to be fully given. Mr. Nichols has 
printed the Leicestershire entries from these Harl. MSS. in his 
Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica, Vol. vii., 561-592.

To come nearer home, the Leicester Free Library has a MS. 
entitled "History and Antiquities of Leicester," apparently com 
piled in 1751, with a list of the Mayors continued in a later hand. 
Inside the cover is written, " W. Bentley, 1763." This MS. is 
probably a copy of Staveley's History of Leicester.

The " Calendar of State Papers," Domestic Series, which is 
being published under the direction of the Master of the Rolls, 
contains a vast amount of information from the Public Records 
relating to Leicestershire. The volumes already published com 
prise the years 1509 to 1530, 1547 to 1640, 1649 to 1654, and 
1660 to 1667. Other volumes are in preparation. The Home 
Office Series also contains several Leicestershire documents. There 
is a good Index at the end of every volume.

I know nothing of the Leicestershire documents in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Peace at Leicester; or of those belonging to the 
Town of Leicester. As to the latter, see The Eighth Report of 
the Historical MSS. Commissioners, which contains an account of 
the Charters, MSS., Hall Books, &c., belonging to the Corporation 
of Leicester, by Mr. J. C. Jeaffreson, who was assisted in his 
researches by Mr. Kelly. Mr. Jeaffreson speaks very highly of 
the value of the Corporation records, and of the way in which they 
have been preserved. His account of the documents comprises no 
less than thirty-eight pages of the Report, and contains copies 
of the most important documents, and an epitome of most of 
the others.

For the convenience of Antiquaries, I may state that the Wills 
at the Leicester Probate Court commence in the fifteenth century, 
and there are good Indexes. The first volume extends to the year 
1562. There are two Peculiars in the County, Groby and Rothley.
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The earliest wills proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, 
preserved at Somerset House, are of the year 1383. There is no 
difficulty in obtaining a Literary Search Ticket, which will enable 
one to search the Wills at Somerset House, down to the year 1760, 
free of charge. At Leicester, the fee is one shilling each will, and 
no extracts may be made.

In Bernard's Catalogue of MSS. mentioned above, reference is 
made to two Leicester MSS. in private hands, one numbered 6947 
being in the possession of Sir Edward Norwich of Brampton, 
Northamptonshire, and relating to the Archdeaconry of Leicester; 
the other numbered 5285, containing " Geneal. Comit. Leic.," 
being Vol. 47 of the MSS. of Henry Viscount Longueville. 
Whether these are still extant, or no, I do not know.

The labours of the "Historical MSS. Commission" have 
brought to light a great many Leicestershire documents hitherto 
entirely unknown. They have already published seven Reports. 
From Vol. i. we learn that, amongst the muniments of His Grace 
the Duke of Rutland at Belvoir Castle, there are Registers of 
Belvoir Priory and Croxton Abbey, a Cartulary of Belvoir, Croxton 
Rentals, Inventories at Belvoir, Croxton, &c., and some thousands 
of deeds relating to numerous towns and villages at Leicester 
(Vol. i., pp. 11, 12).

At Baginton Hall, Warwick, the seat of W. Bromley Daven 
port, Esq., is a volume of Pedigrees of Warwickshire and Leicester 
shire families, from Sir George Naylor's library (Vol. ii., 79).

In Vols. ii. and iii. are enumerated the MSS. of the Nevilles, 
of Holt, in the possession of F. Peake, Esq.; and amongst these 
are twenty ancient grants to the Monastery of Bradeley, and 
numerous deeds of the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries, 
most valuable for Leicester topography (Vols. ii. 93, and iii. 278).

At Alnwick Castle, the seat of the Duke of Northumberland, is 
a curious letter from the Mayor and Aldermen of Leicester to the 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, dated 1661, as to the 
election of a Burgess (iii. 90).

At the Marquis of Salisbury's seat, Hatfield House, are several 
letters to Cecil from Leicester Justices and gentlemen relative to 
this County (iii. 152, 159, 164; vi. 2646).

There is a copy of the Visitation pf Leicestershire in 1619, at 
Lamport Hall, Northamptonshire, the seat of Sir Charles Isham, 
Bart. (iii. 253).

At Eshton Hall, York, the residence of Matthew Wilson, Esq., 
is a volume (xxiv.) containing Abstracts of Pedigrees of Leicester 
families (iii. 298).

At Newnham Paddox (Earl of Denbigh), Knowle Park, Kent 
(Earl de la Warr), Trentham (Duke of Sutherland), and Claydon 
(Sir Harry Verney, Bart.), are numerous letters relating to Leicester 
shire during the Civil War (Vols. iv., v., and vii).
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Evelyn P. Shirley, Esq., of Ettington Hall, has some valuable 
Leic. genealogical MSS., including three Leic. Visitations; two of 
1564, and one of 1619. His MS. 131 contains "Arms and names 
of Knights esquires and gentlemen in co. Leicester in 1564 " by 
Cook. MS. 220, Arms of a Visitation of co. Leicester, 1619. 
There is a Charter by Queen Mary granting the Rectory of 
Olvescroft co. Leic. to the Univ. of Oxford (v. 362, 367, 369).

At Emmanuel Coll., Cambridge, are particulars relating to 
Leic. Fellows of that College, including Rd. Farmer, Rd. Dawes, 
&c., (iv. 417, 8).

Rev. E. Field, of Lancing College, has a quantity of seventeenth 
century letters, which came into his possession from the Barker 
family of Lyndon, Rutland. Many of these relate to Burton of 
Stokerston, and other Leic. families (Vol. v.).

Amongst the MSS. of Sir R. Graham, Bart., is a letter, which 
speaks of a Royal visit to Leicester paid by the Duke of York 
in 1665 (Vol. vi. 340a).

T. S. Raffles, Esq., of Liverpool, has several letters from the 
Lords of the Council to the High Sheriff of co. Leicester, con 
cerning the dearth of corn in that county, 1630 and 1631; also a 
letter from the Lords of the Council to the Justices of Leicester 
shire, as to reparation of St. Paul's Cathedral; and a memorandum 
of a meeting of Leic. Kts. and gentlemen on 26 Aug. 1637 (Vol. vi.).

Amongst the House of Lords papers are Petitions against dis 
afforesting the Forest of Leicester, 1628; Petition of Wm. Rowse 
as to the new Hospital at Leicester, 1640; Petition of Elizabeth 
Smith as to Sir Wm. Herrick and Beaumanor 1640; Petition of 
Inhabitants of the County, complaining of John Hannan of Nellson, 
1626; documents relating to the common gaol at Leicester; the 
Archdeaconry (Vol. iv.). Papers from the Committee of Sequestra 
tions, Commissioners for settling the Militia; Petitions from the 
sequestered Clergy, 1660 (Vol. vii.). Many documents temp. Civil 
War (Vols iv. to vii.).

At Westminster Abbey is an account of John Mall, receiver of 
Sir Walter Deverse, in co. Leicester, 11 and 12 Rich. II. 
(iv. 176.)

There is a capital Index at the end of each of the seven 
volumes already published by the Hist. MSS. Commissioners.

My task is now done; and I have endeavoured to give some 
insight into the numerous Leicestershire MSS. in our great 
national Libraries. If the list given above of the principal MSS. 
will facilitate the researches of some of our Leicestershire Anti 
quaries, Topographers, and I trust future Historians, and will 
lighten their labour, this paper will not have been written in vain.

There is still much to be done in the way of elucidating the 
History of our County. We want a book on the "Ecclesiastical 
and Architectural Topography of Leicestershire," similar to what
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was done thirty years ago under the sanction of the Archaeological 
Institute for Berks, Oxford, and other counties. Then, again, a 
"Bibliotheca" for Leicestershire is much needed, a work which 
will contain a list of all Leicestershire Books and Tracts, and of all 
the books written by natives of, or residents in, Leicestershire. 
And a book on "The Worthies of Leicestershire" would be useful. 
But above all we ought to aim at having a new edition of Nichols's 
magnificent History, revised and continued down to the present 
day. Let each member of this Society do his part towards 
elucidating the History and Antiquities of this famous County 
of Leicester.

THE SUMMER GENERAL MEETING

was held at Oxford on Thursday and Friday, the 23rd and 24th 
of June, 1881.

The Programme of proceedings was prepared by Mr. James 
Parker, F.S.A., and the Rev. W. G. Dimock Fletcher. Under the 
guidance of those gentlemen, the members were most courteously 
received at the different Colleges, Libraries, Museums, and Insti 
tutions, and so had opportunities—aided by an excellent plan of the 
city—of seeing the most attractive features in the place.

July 25th, 1881. 

CAPTAIN WHITBY in the chair.

Miss SUSAN L. R. JOHNSON, of Leicester, was elected a member 
of the Society.

ME. NOETH, F.S.A., contributed the second and concluding 
portion of

THE RUDING DIARY, 

which has already been printed, pp. 306-319.

September 26th, 1881. 

THE REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A., in the chair.

Special votes of thanks were passed to the Rev. W. G. Dimock 
Fletcher for preparing the Programme and for carrying out the 
local arrangements for the late meeting at Oxford; to Mr. James
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Parker, F.S.A., for his kindness in accompanying the members of 
the Society through the city; and the Heads of the Colleges and 
Public Buildings for their courteous permission to visit those places.

A Resolution expressive of the regret of the Society upon learn 
ing of the sudden death of the Earl of Gainsborough (one of its 
Patrons) was passed and ordered to be placed on the minutes.

The following objects of interest were exhibited:
By the CHAIRMAN : The following coins—some of them very 

fine specimens—William and Mary guinea, 1692; crown, 1692; 
half-crown, 1689; threepence, 1689; William III., half-crown, 
1698; sixpence, 1697 (Exeter mint); sixpence, 1696; and six 
pence, 1696 (York mint).

By MK. WEATHERHEAD: 1. A Roman Amphora (Salopian 
ware), wanting the rim, discovered in March, 1881, in excavating 
for a culvert in Humberstone Gate, Leicester; height 7f inches 
by 6£ inches in diameter at the broadest part. 2. A Roman Vase 
(Castor ware) found about the month of May, 1881, in the Abbey 
Meadow, Leicester, during excavations. This perfect example 
measured 6£ inches in height by 4£ inches in diameter, with 
alternate longitudinal depressions and raised portions. 3. The 
following specimens of Roman pottery discovered in June, 1881, 
in West Bond Street, Leicester, between nine and ten feet deep, 
viz.: Portion of Samian cup, with Potter's stamp

CAPELLIANI;

fragment of Samian bowl, with Potter's stamp on the outside

LALLINI;

portion of mortarium (Salopian ware), the rim ornamented with 
zig-zag markings of red; the upper portion, or neck, of a Salopian 
vessel, with rude mask, or face (that of a female), depicted thereon, 
ornamented with the usual red distemper. Mr. Weatherhead 
remarked that the last mentioned example was of a kind rarely 
found in this neighbourhood, he having seen but a solitary speci 
men, that found in South Bond Street, Leicester, in the year 1861.

By MR. R. BERRIDGE (through the Rev." C. H. Wood): An oval 
tobacco box, four inches long by one inch high, the lid beautifully 
engraved with steel and scroll ornaments surrounding a lion 
rampant, within an oval; by William Fleming. Britannia standard, 
date 1707 ; a silver reliquary, with a ring for suspension, date un 
known, but probably comparatively modern; a silver oval seal, and 
a silver circular seal, each engraved with a coat of arms; a small 
silver article—use unknown.

By the REV. C. H. WOOD : A leaden casket shaped like a 
sarcophagus, said to have been found thirty years ago, in a cavern
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near to Dudley: it stood on four feet, and had a handle at each 
end; the lid worked on two hinges, and the sides and top were 
rudely ornamented with angelic figures, &c., &c.

By MB. W. J. FREEK : A small collection of coins, including 
silver ones of Edward III., Henry III., Henry VI., and Edward IV.; 
a rare gold twenty-franc piece of the twelfth year of the French 
Republic, Napoleon Buonaparte first Consul; and a twenty-franc 
piece of Napoleon I., dated 1812.

The REV. CANON POWNALL read the following

NOTES ON A MANUSCRIPT OF THE FOURTEENTH
CENTURY.

DURING a recent visit to Brussels (August, 1881) I had an oppor 
tunity of seeing some of the famous Manuscripts in the Burgundian 
Library, at the Bibliotheque Royale, and amongst others my 
attention was drawn more especially to one which has an interest 
for the diocese of Peterborough, and from that circumstance 
deserves mention in this Society's Transactions. The manuscript 
I refer to is a very fine illuminated Psalter of the middle of the 
fourteenth century. The lettering is blue and gold, in alternate 
columns, there being two columns on each page. The colour and 
the gilding are in excellent condition, the gold standing up on the 
vellum as firm and full and bright as it did when first laid on.

From the special prominence assigned to Saint Benedict by 
those who executed the work, the manuscript is considered to have 
been the production of Benedictines, and for other reasons, that of 
English Benedictines. Those familiar with manuscripts detect 
English features in its character. First of all, there is a great 
evenness in the writing, as also a free use of rich colour, giving a 
gem-like view to the page, something like that which is noticed in 
'ancient painted glass. These differences are sufficient to separate 
this work from French work of the period, for the French were 
less careful about brilliancy of colouring than were the English. 
Besides this, its thorough English character is shown by the 
occurrence of many names of English Saints in the calendar with 
which it begins :—Cuthbert, Dunstan, and others, in whose names 
the prayers at the end of the book are offered. Tokens of this 
sort usually help librarians to determine not only in what country, 
but sometimes even in what diocese and city a particular manu 
script was executed. Precedence is given therein to one saint— 
the patron saint of the locality—which saint in another calendar, 
produced in another diocese or city, would have no place at all. 
These English characteristics in this manuscript, taken together, 
therefore point with accuracy to the country and place of its pro 
duction, notwithstanding the repetition of the French fleur-de-lys
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in its highly ornamental pages. That repetition of the French 
lily is accounted for thus : the manuscript unquestionably belonged 
to Charles the Fifth, King of France, surnamed " The Wise," and 
was doubtless executed by his order, for he was noted as a patron 
of this kind of painting. That it belonged to him is certain, for 
a description of it appears in a catalogue of the manuscripts which 
were once in his possession. The initial words and the pictures 
on the first and second pages are given in that catalogue, so that 
there can be no mistake about it. Now, at the commencement of 
the fourteenth century, the Benedictine Abbey of Peterborough 
was famous beyond the bounds of England for works of this 
illuminating art. To use the expression of M. Charles Ruelens, 
the Keeper of the Manuscripts in the Royal Library, Peterborough 
was then the nursery (pepiniere) of such artists. Consequently 
it is to the Benedictine monks of Peterborough that this beautiful 
specimen of Early English illumination is attributed. All this is 
stated on the authority of M. Charles Ruelens; and the late Mr. 
Coxe, Librarian of the Bodleian, confirmed his opinion by sharing 
it. The subsequent history of the manuscript is curious. In the 
fifteenth century it was purchased from France, with many others, 
by " Philip the Good," Duke of Burgundy, and thenceforth became 
an important item on the shelves of the Burgundian Library, at 
Brussels. On the capture of that city, in 1746, by Marshall Saxe, 
it was carried off to Paris, one of the spoils of war. Restored in 
1770, it was again carried away to Paris, with a number more, 
during the war of the Revolution, and was again restored in 1815.

November 28th, 1881. 

The REV. CANON POWNALL, F.S.A., in the chair.

ME. W. F. JOHNSON, of the Bank Buildings, Leicester, was 
elected a member of the Society.

The following communication was made by the Chairman on 
behalf of the Mountsorrel Granite Company : On the 15th of June, 
1881, as some workmen employed in clearing away the surface soil 
to lay bare the granite, which is being worked by the Mountsorrel 
Granite Company, they came upon a sepulchral chamber, of the 
Roman period. The chamber was found one foot below the present 
surface of the soil, and about fifty yards from the highest point of 
Mountsorrel, which point is perhaps forty feet higher. The shape 
was nearly a parallelogram with the largest side eight feet three 
inches, with a corner cut out reducing the opposite side to six feet 
seven inches; the shorter side being seven feet, and the opposite 
side three feet seven inches, and two feet seven inches. The height
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might have averaged four feet. The thickness of the wall was one 
foot four inches, coated with plaster one inch to two and a half 
inches thick. The plastered wall on one side was divided into 
panels produced by bands of red colour. One measured one foot 
eight inches, the other four feet. Within the panel was a rude 
pattern of shapeless smears of .colour, sometimes converging to a 
common centre. The indented side was panelled by a bright deep 
red band, two inches wide. A dado eight inches from the floor 
was to be seen, and within the panelled space a figure like the 
letter A. On the long side, were brush markings, the colours red, 
black, and umber. The seven feet side, which included part of the • 
opening made by the quarrymen, apparently consisted of one large 
panel, with markings as in the others. One foot below the present 
surface outside the chamber and independent of it, a band of mortar, 
&c., three to seven inches thick, was to be observed on the face of 
the ground excavated. This lay above the original grass growing 
soil. Two years ago another chamber resembling this but not 
plastered, and ruder, was discovered at a distance about twelve 
yards from this. The floor of the chamber was laid down with 
very rough Swithland slates, in clay, or very bad lime concrete. 
The red lines were something like the arms of an octopus. Some 
of the contents of the chamber have been preserved, and are, 
1. Bones, perhaps of deer. 2. Portions of a stag's antlers, show 
ing saw marks; and on one of these marks of imperfect incision 
by some less perfect instrument. 3. Pieces of broken pottery, dark 
coloured, and of tiles. 4. Pieces of the plaster from the walls 
of the chamber, shewing coloured markings. 5. Small iron 
arrow-head.

The following note was next read by the Chairman describing a 
find of coins at Broughton Astley, near Lutterworth, in November, 
1881. On the 9th instant, when the thatched roof of the White 
Horse Inn was being stripped to make way for a roof of slate, there 
was discovered hidden away in the thatch a piece of homespun 
cloth in which were stowed away some silver coins of the seven 
teenth century, six crowns, seventeen halfcrowns, three shillings 
and two farthings. They were chiefly pieces of William III.'s 
time, some of the great re-coinage of 1696-97 ; but there were a 
few pieces also of Charles II., including two of his farthings, with 
the legend CAROLVS A CAEOLO on the reverse. The find has 
no special importance, but it is worth recording.

ME. W. J. FBEEE exhibited a silver penny of Edward III., 
coined by Hatfield, Bishop of Durham, weighing fourteen and a half 
grains, proper weight eighteen grains. Obv. DVS HEX. "lis," on 
the king's breast. Rev. CIVIT. OLM. one of the limbs of the 
cross was bent crosier fashion ; the particular mark of Hatfield, 
Bishop of Durham, 1345-81.

MB. WEATHEBHEAD exhibited a curious German axe of the
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seventeenth century. The blade was pierced in the centre with 
trefoil and stem (forming a cross), the top corner was pierced with 
five holes, the lower corner with three. The back of the blade, 
with hammer-like process, blade stamp M K, and star of eight 
points. The haft or handle was two feet three inches long, of dark 
wood, inlaid with a scroll pattern in brass; the upper portion of 
the back represented a rude figure of our Saviour on the Cross, 
surmounted with the letters INBI; below was a pedestal-like 
figure, cruciform, with rude face; on either side of the haft a 
hooded monk in the attitude of prayer (one missing). On the 
lower side portions of the haft were three pedestal-like figures 
cruciform, with rude faces (one wanting). The remainder of the 
haft was studded and inlaid with bone, in ovals, trefoils, and 
quatrefoils with floral devices engraved, and with numerous small 
pellet-shaped pieces depicting rude faces. The basal portion of 
the handle for about four inches, which was wholly of bone, was 
also engraved with flowers; hammer and mallet in one oval, cross- 
swords, &c., in another. The extreme base had the hammer and 
mallet repeated, and bore the date 1666 A. N. In the Tower 
these weapons are termed " German Civic Axes." A similar 
weapon, in the collection of Goodrich court, Herefordshire, is 
figured in Meyrick's Antient Armour, Vol. ii., plate 83, fig. 15, and 
is described as a "Dutch Battle Axe, having on it the date 1685, 
the handle being ornamented with ivory. C. K."

The following Paper was forwarded by ME. NORTH.

THE ETHNOGRAPHY OF LEICESTERSHIRE : 

an unfinished Essay by the late JAMES THOMPSON, F.R.H.S.

I propose to offer, on the present occasion, a few observations 
on the Ethnography of Leicestershire, and on some of its anti 
quities as illustrative of that subject. The term " ethnography," 
I may premise, is one introduced at a comparatively late date into 
our language, and signifies a description of races, being derived from 
two Greek words. In its application to the enquiry before us, it 
is designed to include an account of the different races of men from 
whom the population of this town and county is descended, and 
an investigation into the traces of them yet existing.

Without further preface, therefore, I proceed to lay before you 
the results I have so far obtained.

Unfortunately history does not throw the least light on the
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primitive condition of the inhabitants of this district. Who 
populated it—whence the aborigines came—when they first settled 
here—even their very name as a tribe—what were the peculiarities 
of their customs and personal appearance—what their superstitions 
—are all matters of mere conjecture. With the exception of the 
Welch triads, which profess to refer to the earliest days, but which 
are dim and shadowy as the age to which they relate, we have no 
literature bearing on the enquiry. The question whether the 
original inhabitants were Celts or Teutons is still open to "con 
troversy; but the most accomplished scholars of modern times 
are generally of opinion that the early population of Britain was 
not purely Celtic, although for a long time it has been the custom 
among antiquaries to suppose that the Gauls from France were 
the sole colonizers of Ancient Britain. It would, perhaps, be only 
fair to conclude that the Celtic and Teutonic tribes from the 
earliest periods intermingled in this island.

A very learned student of the past—the author of the Caledonia 
Romana—has observed that the names of the oldest landmarks 
of a country, such, for instance, as its mountains, its rivers, and 
its woods, are in most cases those which its earliest occupants gave 
to them, and which have been transmitted from each generation 
to its successor. The writer to whom I refer has adduced many 
instances in illustration of his statement. Nor does it seem 
improbable that the wandering tribes who first disputed the 
tenancy of the plains and woods of our native land with the wild 
beasts and the birds of prey, would give to the stream near which 
they pitched their hasty camp, or to the hill that rose on their 
view as they wandered along, some characteristic and expressive 
designation. The colour of the stream, the shape of the mountain, 
or even an accidental circumstance might determine the name of a 
natural feature of the landscape, and when tribe began to adjust 
with tribe the boundaries of its territory, these would form the 
divisions of district from district, and their names would be 
incorporated in the speech of the population. But even this 
supposes its settlement in a locality, a proceeding which forms one 
of the stages of man's advancement, and that far from the earliest. 
According to historic evidence, and judging from the examples 
afforded by existing races in barbarian countries, the primitive 
condition in which men are found is that of hunters. They settle 
nowhere—they pursue the wild animal—they gather the fruit from 
the tree—they scratch the root from the earth—and, as almost 
every man's hand is raised against that of his fellow, they lodge 
on the mountain top for security. The next stage of progress 
appears to be the capturing and training of animals, and their 
collection into herds. At this time some kind or degree of fixture 
of habitation becomes convenient, and ultimately necessary. From 
this follows accumulation of property, and, in due time barter and
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sale are instituted; and then man leaves the hill summit for its 
grassy slopes, ultimately descending to the level plain, where he 
becomes a dweller in cities. This process, so briefly told in words
—in which man is first the hunter, then the grazier, and lastly 
the trader—is accomplished only by successive generations in a 
long period of time; and therefore man may have lived for 
centuries in this land before the mountains and streams were 
named.

In Leicestershire, fortunately for our enquiry, we have a few 
indications yet left of the primitive times. The name of the most 
noted hill in the county, Bardon, is undoubtedly that which the 
first settlers gave it, and is clearly Celtic, being compounded of 
two words—Bar and dun—the latter signifying a hill or mountain, 
and " bar " being in all probability some qualifying or descriptive 
phrase. Billesdon in this county takes its name, probably, from 
the adjoining hill, which was a " don " or " dun " in the time of 
the aborigines, altering its name in the Anglo-Saxon period to the 
" Coplow "—a designation meaning the " hill barrow," or burial 
mound. Buddon is another name for a hill in this county wherein 
the Celtic root is discernible, associated with the word Budd, the 
name of the Mars of the Druidical mythology. Breedon, Bowdon, 
Garendon, and Quorndon, also suggest the existence of elevated 
sites in their neighbourhood. But we have the term distinct and 
obvious in its purport, in connection with the most celebrated 
mountain in Wales—Snowdon, the snowy mountain—so called 
from the nature or state of its summit.

The only river of any importance we have in the county is the 
Soar or Leir, which in its ancient state flowed by Leicester, and in 
far less confined banks than at present. It gave its name to this 
town—such, at least, is the supposition—when the Angles or 
Anglo-Saxons settled on the site of the Roman encampment called 
Rates. At first the place was known as Ligoracester, then Leir- 
cester; and subsequently to the Norman Conquest it acquired its 
present appellative. The river was originally designated the Ligur
—the word being softened into Leir, by the conversion of the g 
into y in the pronunciation. It is a singular fact that the Leir 
is traceable to the same root as the name of the French river, the 
Loire; for both were in their original shape pronounced Ligur or 
Lyur, and this is stated to be a Celtic term for water.

If we refer to the name given by the Romans to their pre 
decessors, whom they found dwelling in the Midlands on their 
arrival, we shall also find some trace of the Celtic. They were 
known as the Coritani—a term supposed to be the Romanized 
form of two words, Coit-tan (meaning the woodland people), the r 
and the i being inserted for the sake of sound and the adaptation 
of the pronunciation to Latin tongues.

It may be assumed, then, that the first dwellers on the soil of
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Leicestershire were Celtic in origin, descended from some immi 
grating party, which found its way here from ancient France. 
But their numbers were comparatively few; it cannot be supposed 
they would be many thousands. We have the authority of Caesar 
for believing that the ancient Britons knew of no architecture 
beyond that of the rude barbarian, though the tribes with whom 
the great warrior came in contact near the coast had evidently 
arrived at the pastoral state, living in permanent enclosures or 
encampments in the woods, and knowing how to barter com 
modities. It is not improbable that at the same period the 
Midland Britons were in various stages of progress, from that of 
the hunter shepherd to that of the bartering settler in a village. 
The great evidence of a tribe having attained to a semi-commercial 
position is their fixed location on a known site, where their persons 
and property were more secure than in the open forest, and where 
they might be resorted to by their brethren of the less advanced 
order. I think we have evidence in the Roman name of Ratae 
that this site was known as a " Rath," that is, a cleared space, a 
place of location for the aborigines anterior to the Roman invasion. 
It is a matter for conjecture, also, whether the places in Leicester 
shire already named as terminating in don may not have been 
village settlements of the Coritanian tribes.

Mr. Potter has, in his Charnwood Forest, traced the remains 
of a Celtic settlement in that part of Leicestershire. He records 
the discovery of a quern or hand-mill, and a celt or chisel-shaped 
instrument (apparently of bronze) with the existence of hanging 
stones, a stone table, a circle of stones, an ancient British track 
way, and entrenchments on Beacon Hill—all indications (corres 
ponding to similar ones found in various parts of this country 
and France) of the early presence in Leicestershire of a Celtic 
population.

Passing on to a subsequent period, we learn from a general 
reference in an ancient work that the Roman invader found his way 
into this part of the country about the middle of the first century, 
when the Midlands of England were subdued by his arms. Unlike 
the population already settled in the land, the Romans fixed and 
built upon sites which they fitted for the purposes of habitation 
and defence. At first these sites were merely chosen for temporary 
purposes, it being the custom of the Roman armies to entrench 
themselves every evening before seeking repose, but the disposition 
of the tents inside was so methodical and well arranged, the rows 
being divided by alleys, that a camp was a town in the rough. 
When necessary, the conquerors replaced the tents by huts or 
houses, the earthen mounds by stone walls, and the temporary 
openings by gates of masonry; so that we find the outlines of 
modern towns on ancient sites retaining their original form in the 
main, after the lapse of nearly eighteen hundred years.
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In this county, in addition to Leicester, are several places where 
Roman stations once existed. First of these to be noticed is one 
near Claybrooke, which was known anciently as Bennones, called 
by the Saxon Claycester. Here Roman coins, great square stones 
and bricks, and rubble have been turned up. One of the coins 
was a Caius Caligula, stamped in the forty-second year of the 
Christian era. Another station is Borough-on-the-Hill—its modern 
name derived from a Saxon word, borough or burgh, meaning a 
fortified place. A third Roman Station is traceable on the borders 
of Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire, at Willoughby; a fourth 
is said to be discernible at Knaptoft; and a fifth at Market 
Harborough.

In addition to these larger works, tessellated pavements, coins, 
pottery, and other relics have been found at Medbourne, Oadby, 
Birstall, Wanlip and elsewhere; while other discoveries, we may 
infer, have been made but not noted. Barrows covering the last 
remains of Roman officers and men of rank have also been 
examined, and others remain to be examined. The pavements at 
Medbourne and Wanlip were in all probability the floorings of 
country villas, occupied by proprietors and cultivators belonging 
to the conquering race. What those villas were in extent may be 
easily imagined by those persons who visited the excavations re 
cently made near Danett's Hall. They were dwellings which 
covered a great extent of ground, and which were furnished with 
the comforts, if not the luxuries, of a civilized people. Within, 
the walls were painted in rich hues, and graceful patterns, the 
floors were paved with laborious skill in stones of varigated colours 
and outlines, the roofs and porticoes were sustained by columns of 
stone, statuary was not wanting, the pottery that decked the tables 
was elegantly formed, and the gardens around these mansions were 
cultivated with a skill and taste not inferior to those employed in 
modern times.

The question with which we have, however, especially to deal, 
is the tracing of Roman relics only so far as they prove the 
presence of that illustrious people in this county. Of this we 
have abundant evidence; but of their numbers, when settled here, 
we can form no correct idea. For though the official staff" and 
the principal cohorts of the armies were of Italian derivation 
and would present the peculiar physiognomy of the mighty and 
martial race, the auxiliary troops were drawn from almost all the 
countries of Europe. The olive complexion, the dark eyes and 
hair, the aquiline nose, the spare form, the moderate stature, and 
the stern countenance of the Roman legionary, would be contrasted 
in the ranks with the fair faces, the ruddy countenances, the blue 
eyes, and the fleshy and stalwart frames of the conscripts raised 
in the German provinces. It is this fact which enhances the 
difficulty of our enquiry.
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The principal officers of Ratse, or Leicester, were undoubtedly 
from the south of Europe. They wielded their sway here for 
nearly four centuries. They gave laws to the people, not merely 
of this station but of the surrounding district; and exacted 
tribute from the natives living in the county in the parts lying 
between it and the other seats of Roman authority.

[It is evident that the foregoing was written by Mr. Thompson 
many years ago, when the Cherry Orchard was in existence, and 
when Danett's Hall was still standing. The manuscript was placed 
in my hands by Miss Thompson soon after the death of her 
brother. It is to be regretted that an Essay so gracefully and 
graphically begun was never completed. T. N.]



INDEX.

Pngi
Agar, Mr., exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. 16, 80, 215, 219, 229, 305, 320
Ashby, Captain, exhibits Antiquities .. .. ... 285
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Meeting at . ; .. .. 1

Church .. .. .. 227, 303

Badge of the Society chosen .. .. .. .. 87
Barclay, Dr., exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. .. 285
Barfoot, Alderman, exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 185
Barwell, Mr., exhibits Antiquities, SfC. .. .. .. 20
Beaumanor, Old Coach at .. .. .. 39

„ Notes on some Curiosities at .. .. .. 185
Belgrave Church .. .. .. .. .. 91
Bellairs, Major, exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. 16, 199, 217, 284, 292

„ Notes on Wigston's Arms (Illustrated) .. .. 197
„ Roman Leicester, further Remarks thereon (Illustrated) .. 219

Berridge, Mr. R., exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 342
Blaston, S. Giles'Church .. .. .. .. 181
Breedon, Visit to .. .. .. .. .. 6
Broughton Astley, Coins found at .. .. .. .. 345
Bubbenhall, Tiles found at .. .. .. 76
Buckminster Church .. .. .. .. .. 91
Burbage Church .. .. ,.. .. .. 227
Burfield, Rev. Canon, exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. .. 16

Cambridge, Meeting at .. .. .. .. .. 166
Campden House .. .. .. .. <. 199
Castle Donington Church .. .. .. .. 91

2 B



354 INDEX.

Page
Church and the Stage, The .. .. .. 298
Claybrooke Church .. .. .. .. .. 181

Coleorton, Visit to .. .. .. .. .. 8

Cranoe Church, Ancient Cross of .. .. .. 304

Deakin, Mr. J., exhibits Antiquities .. . . .. b7

Denbigh, Earl of, his MSS. .. .. .. ..183

Dibbin, Mr. H. A., on Medbourne Tessellated Pavement (Illustrated) 69 

Dickson, Rev. Dr., exhibits Curiosities, &c. .. .. .. 219

„ „ on The Last Verses of Scott .. .. 286

Edith Weston Church .. .. .. .. ..210

Emberlin, H. E., exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. .. .. 16

Empingham Church .. .. .. .' .. .. 212

Exton Church .. .. .. .. ..211

Farebrother, Rev. T., exhibits Antiquities, &c. . . .. 9, 19, 197

Fletcher, Rev. W. G. D., on Two Leicestershire Parish Registers 232, 273 

„ „ „ on The Ancient Brasses in Loughborough

Church .. .. .. 298

„ „ „ Notes on Leicestershire MSS. in the Public 

Record Office and our National
r

Libraries .. .. .. 324
Freer, Mr. W. J., exhibits Antiquities 59, 87, 165, 218, 285, 297, 303, 343, 345 

Frisby-on-the-Wreake, Registers of .. .. .. .. 26

Frolesworth Church .. .. .. .. .. 132

Gainsborough, Earl of, exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 134

Glen Magna Church .. .. .. .. .. 54

Glen Parva, Discoveries at .. .. .. _, 72

Gumley Church .. .. .. .. .. 54

Halford Family, Grant of Arms to .. .. .. . 320

Hallaton Church .. .. .. .. .. 71

Harby Church .. .. .. .. .. 91



1NDKX 355

Page 

Hill, Rev. J. H., F.S.A., exhibits Antiquities 19, 25, 38, 39, 57, 58, 60, 69, 165,

169, 169, 175, 196, 297, 304 

., „ on Medbourne Tessellated Pavement, Hallaton

Church, &c. .. .. 70

„ „ on Tiles found at Bubbenhall .. .. 76

,, „ on Medbourne and its Antiquities .. 170 

„ „ on Campde.n House .. .. .. 199

,, „ an Ancient Cross from Cranoe Church .. 304 

Hinckley Church .. .. .. .. .. 90

Hobson, Mr., exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. .. 303

Hoby, Ancient Deeds relating to .. .. .. 203

Holt Church .. .. .. .. .. ..181

Hothorpe (Northants) a Ring found at .. .. .. 9

Hugglescote Church .. .. .. .. 228

Hunt, Mr. John, exhibits Antiquities, &c. 9, 25, 38, 49, 57, 165, 169, 199, 215,

231, 284, 296, 304, 305

Johnson, Rev. J., exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 305

Ketton Church .. ' .. .. .. 208

Knight, Colonel, on Glen Parva .. .. .. .. 72

Laughton Church .. .. .. .. .. 303

Leicester, Encaustic Tile from S. Leonard's Church .. .. 25

„ Wigston's Hospital, the last of, .. .. .. 11

„ Mayor's Seat in the Churches of .. .. 20

Excavations at .. .. .. 41,55,57,169

Roman Relics found at .. .. 49,55,169,185,197

„ Coins of the Mint at .. .. 230

„ All Saints'Church .. .. .. .. 14

S. Nicolas'Church .. .. .. .. 14

„ S. Saviour's Church .. .. .. 14,54,89

„ Trinity Hospital .. .. •• ..14,54

S. Leonard's Church .. . . .. .. 54, 90



856 INDEX.

	Page 
Leicester, Domestic Architecture in .. .. .. .. 55

,, Ancient Records of .. .. .. .. 92
„ S. George's Church .. .. .. 226

S. Martin's Church .. .. .. 227, 303

„ S. Peter's Church .. .. .. 227
„ Roman Pavement in Jewry Wall Street .. .. 296

Leicestershire, Potters' Stamps on Samian Ware, found in .. .. 73
Leicestershire MSS, Note's on .. .. .. .. 324
Leicestershire, Ethnography of .. .. .. .. 346
Loughhorough Church, Brasses in .. , .. .. .. 298
Luffenham, North, Church .. .. .. .. 209
Lutterworth Church, Mural Painting in .. .. .. 293

Marriott, Rev. W. H., exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 79
Medbourne Tessellated Pavement (Illustrated) .. .. .. 69, 92

„ and its Antiquities .. .. .. .. 170
Church .. .. .. .. 181,303

Melbourne, Visit to .. .. .. .. .. 3
Melton Mowbray Church .. .. .. 15,54,91

„ Church Guilds at.. .. .. .. 42
Morley, Mr. F. R., exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. 80, 100, 175, 199, 304

Mountsorrel Granite Co. report antiquarian discovery .. .. 345

Neale, Mr. James, F.S.A., on S. Alban's Abbey .. .. 96
Nevinson, Mr. G. H., exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. .. 16, 20, 25, 41
Nevinson, Mr. Thomas, exhibits Antiquities .. .. 169, 175
North, Mr. Thomas, F.S.A., on The Last of Wigston's Hospital .. 11

„ „ Report for the Year 1875 .. .. 13
„ „ on the late Mr. W. Perry-Herrick .. 17
,, „ on the Mayor's Seat in the Churches of Leicester 20
„ „ on the Parish Registers of Frisby-on-the-Wreake 26

H „ on Church Guilds of Melton Mowbray .. 42
„ „ Report for the Year 1876 .. 53
„ „ on the late Mr. James Thompson .. .. 60



INDEX. 357

Page
North, Mr. Thomas, F.S.A., Report for the Year 1877 .. • • 83 

» „ on the Parish Records of Saxelby .. .. 100 
,, „ on the Letters of Alderman Robert Heyricke

of Leicester, 1590-1617 .. .. 108 
„ „ Ancient Papers relating to Melton Mowbray

Town Estate .. .. .. 163
„ „ Notes on the Arms of Wigston .. .. 1?5
„ „ Report for the Year 1878 .. .. 178
„ „ Notes on some Curiosities at Beaumanor Park

(Illustrated) .. .. .. 185
„ „ on Charter relating to Sewstern (1328-9) .. 216 

Report for the Year 1879 .. .. 224
„ „ Ruding Diary .. . . .. 306

Ordish, Mr. F., exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. .. 19, 80, 218 
Oxford, General Summer Meeting at .. .. .. 341

Paget, Mr. A. H., exhibits Antiquities, &c. . . .. .. 8
Perry-Herrick, the late Mr. W., Notice of .. .. .. 17
Pownall, Rev. Canon, F.S.A., exhibits Antiquities, &c. 9, 10, 16, 195, 229,

286, 292, 296, 303, 324, 342 
„ Notes on a MS. of the Fourteenth

Century .. .. .. 343

Ratby Church .. .. .. .. ..228
Report, Annual, for 1875 .. .. .. •• 13

„ for 1876 .. .. .. .. 53
for 1877 .. .- .- •• 88
for 1878 .. .. .. ..178
for 1879 .. •- •• ..224
for 1880 .. .. .- ..301

Rothley Church .. .. .. •• ..180
Ruding Diary .. .. .'• •• ..306



358 INDEX.

Page 
S. Alban's, Meeting at ... .. .. .. .. 30

„ Abbey, Mr. Neale on .. .. .. .. 96

Sarson, Mr., exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. .. .. 16

Saxelby, Parish Records of .. .. .. .. 100

Sewstern, Ancient Deed relating to .. .. .. .. 216

Shackerstone Parish Register .. .. .. 232,241

Sileby Church .. .. .. .. 182, 303

Smisby, Visit to .. .. .. .. .. 3

Somerby Parish Register .. ,. .. 236, 273

Southwell, Meeting at . . .. .. .. 62

Spencer, Mr. John, exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 296

Stamford, Meeting at .. .. .. .. 204

Thompson, Mr. James (the late), on Vessels found at Ircbester .. 16

„ Notice of the late .. .. .. 60

„ Ruding Diary .. .. .. .. 306

„ Ethnography of Leicestershire .. .. 346

Thrussington, Flint found at .. .. .. .. 79

Thrussington Church .. .. .. .. .. 91

Thursby, Mrs., on a Wall Painting in Lutterworth Church .. 293

Tickencote Church .. .. .. .. ..214

Tower, Rev. E., exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 165

Walcott, Rev. Prebendary, on the Church and the Stage .. .. 298

Wanlip, Coin found at .. .. .. .. 9

Wartnaby, Mr., exhibits Antiquities, &c. .. .. 9, 58

Watson, Mr. H., exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 320

Weatherhead, Mr., exhibits Antiquities, &c. 9, 58, 169, 11)7, 297, 342, 345

„ on Potters' Marks on Samian Ware found in Lei 

cestershire .. .. .. .. 73

„ on Grant of Arms to Halford Family .. .. 320 

Whitby, Captain, exhibits Antiquities, &c. 40, 58, 79, 165, 217, 219, 229, 285,

292, 296, 297



INDEX. 359

Page 
Wigston's Arms, Notes on .. .. .. 175, 197
Wood, Rev. C. H., exhibits Antiquities .. .. 229, 231, 285, 342 
Worthington, Visit to .. .. .. 7

Young, Mr. Joseph, exhibits Antiquities .. .. .. 285

END OF VOLUME V.

SAMUEL CLARKE, PRINTER, LEICESTER.




